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With the end of World War II in 1945, the Soviet
Union wanted to spread communist doctrine in as
many countries as possible throughout the world.
EvenruaLly,
every national
conllict became
a contest for
the United
States and
the Soviet
Union. This
confrontation
would be called
the "Cold War".
In 1945, Korea was divided at the 38th parallel into
t,vo countries - the Democratic People's Republic
of Korea (North) and the Republic of Korea
(South). The Soviets occupied the North and the
Americans occupied the South. Both occupiers
would pull out of Korea three years later.
Joseph Stalin, the Soviet dictator, would approve of
a North Korean plan to launch a surprise invasion
of South Korea. The Soviets would supply tanks,
planes, arms, military planners and advisors.

On June 25th, 1950, North Korea launched a
surprise attack on South Korea. They employed
tanks, planes and overwhelming numbers of
troops. The South Korean army was no match for
the more experienced and better equipped North
Koreans and the ROK (Republic of Korea) forces
crumbled.
President Harry S. Truman ordered American
£lghter jets and ground troops into South Korea to
stop the North Korean advance. He feared that if
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he did not act, it would be the beginning of a third
world war. President Truman called this a "Police
Action" so he would not have to seek the approval
of Congress.

In 1948, President Truman ordered the Secretary
of Defense to integrate the armed forces. It would
take place in the Korean War with the Army
integrating African-Americans into combat units in
1950.
The Security Council of the United Nations voted
unanimously for the immediate ,vithdrawal of
North Korean forces from South Korea. A day
later the Council voted to "furnish such assistance
as may be necessary to repel the armed attack and
to restore international peace and security in the
area." \x!ithin months, soldiers from 15 nations
would join the Americans in Korea.
General
Douglas
MacArthur
was appointed
supreme
commander
of all United
Nations forces
in Korea.
The £lrst American troops suffered thousands
of casualties and were forced to retreat 100 miles
south to an area near the port city of Pusan. But
they delayed the North Korean drive and bought
more time for fresh troops to arrive.

On the south eastern tip of the Korean peninsula,
in an area called the "Pusan Perimeter", there was
continuous fighting for SL,( weeks as the North
Koreans sought to drive the United Nations' forces
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into the sea. However, they failed to penetrate the
Pusan Perimeter and suffered many casualties.
On September 15th, 1950, American Marine and
Army units staged an amphibious invasion behind
North Korean lines at the port city of Inchon.
The North
Koreans
were taken
by complete
surprise and
within days
Seoul was
liberated after
fierce street
fighting.
The United Nations forces broke out of the Pusan
Perimeter and drove north linking up with the
invading army and marines just south of Seoul. The
North Koreans were retreating all along the line
and they started to disintegrate as a fighting force.
With the rapid and overwhelming United Nations
victory in September, there was a significant change
in the goals of the war. Originally, the mission
was to liberate South Korea. However, with the
destruction of the North Korean Army, American
leaders and the United Nations ordered the attack
be continued into North Korea.
General MacArthur split his forces into two groups
as they crossed the 38th parallel into North Korea:
the Eighth Army would push up the west coast
to the North Korean capital of Pyongyang and
the 10th Corps, after landing on the eastern coast
of North Korea, would advance to the Chosin
Reservoir. Afterwards, both units were ordered
to drive to the Yalu River, the boundary between
North Korea and China.

As the United Nations forces pushed northward,
Mao Zedong, the Chinese leader, grew more and
more concerned. He had no intention of allowing
a hostile power to take over a country on China's
border. The Chinese would get a commitment
from the Soviets to supply arms, military advisors,
support troops, pilots and MIG fighter planes.
TheI:e were 23,000 Soviet combat troops in Korea.
As American units reached the Yalu River,
hundreds of thousands of Chinese troops started
to move secretly into North Korea under the cover
of darkness. Even though the United Nations
forces captured several Chinese soldiers, General
MacArthur and the Joint Chiefs of Staff still
believed that the Chinese would not intervene in
the war.
On October 26th, 1950, the Chinese, blowing
bugles and using human waves of troops, attacked
the United Nations forces. These attacks continued
throughout November and December. Many
units were caught by complete surprise and were
overrun. They suffered thousands of casualties
from the Chinese mass infantry attacks and the
sub-zero
temperatures.
The Eighth
Army and the
10th Corps
both retreated
south ,vith the
Corps being
evacuated at
the port city of
Hungnam.
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The United Nations would secure a defense line
sou th of Seoul where the terrain was favorable
to mechanized warfare. A continuous battle line
was established from coaSt to coast by 1 ~ l\j troops.
On January 25th, 1951, employing air, armor, and
infantry, the
United Nations
recaptured
Seoul and
drove the
Chinese and
North Koreans
back across
most of the
38th parallel.
On April 11 th , 1951, General MacArthur was
relieved of his command for insubordination.
MacArthur wanted to widen the war by bombing
Chinese bases and President Truman would not
tolerate extending the war intO China.
OnJuly 10th, 1951, the United Nations and
communist negotiators sat down for the first time
to talk about a truce. Eventually, the talks would
be moved to Panmunjom and they would remain
there for two more years of tough negotiating.
The repatriation of prisoners of war issue was
one of the main stumbling blocks to an armistice.
The United Nations would adopt a policy that no
prisoner would be repatriated against his will and
the communists wanted forced repatriation.
Over the next two years the war was fought for
limited goals - but was still very costly in human
life. Fighting for hills and outpost like Pork Chop
Hill, Bloody Ridge, Triangle Hill, the Punchbowl
and Old Baldy were very cos tly as 30,000
Americans lost their lives.
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In March of 1953, a real breakthrough came when
Joseph Stalin died in Moscow. His successors
were anxiou s to end the war and in June agreed
that they would accept the principle of no forced
repatriation of prisoners of war.
On July 27th, 1953, an armistice agreement was
signed and at 10 pm tha t night there was a cease
fire. The Korean War was over - three years and
one .month after it began. And even though there is
a truce, a peace agreement has never been signed.

Today, there are 37,000 American troops near the
DMZ (Demilitarized Zone) as our conunitment to
the South Korean people that the United States will
not tolerate another invasion.
The Korean War was a victory for the United
Nations and the United States. South Korea
was saved from a communist invasion, the
United Nations would emerge from the war as
a peacekeeping organization that could enforce
its decisions and the aftermath of the war would
eventually lead to the downfall of the Soviet Union.
The Korean War was one of the bloodiest wars in
American history. The total American casualties for
the war were 36,516 killed, 103,284 wounded and
8,177 missing in action. Over 5 million Americans
would serve in the war that lasted 37 months.
In dedicating the Korean War Veterans Memorial
in \Vashingron, DC, former President Bill Clinton
said the Korean War was the first step toward the
end of the "Cold War". Historians now recognize
that the Korean War was the decisive conflict
that started the collapse of the Soviet Union and
commurusm.
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