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that the members have always
voted to retain the DC Office

you've done, For being away from
your wife and your son."
Then his eye welled a tear that
held no regret, "Just tell us you love
us, and never forget To fight for our
righb back at home while we're
gone. To stand your own watch, no
matter hor long."
"Forwhen we core home,
either standing or dead, To know
you remember we fought and we
bled
is payment enough, and with that
we will trust. That we mattered to
you as you mattered to us."

requirement.

The Executive Council

(now

of Directors) meeting in
February 2004 discussed
establishing and opening the
Board

office and the costs of operations.
They voted, and directed, that the
office would be established and

opened

in the

same

building

where we are now finally opening
an office.
Concurrently, with the move of
cunent l$rVA database

the

operations, we are changing our

computer system

to a

fully

protected system, with a contract
that will not exceed present costs.

Actually several changes have

been undenray since

Happy Birthday

the
Knoxville Gonvention, 20O4, when
the Executive Council approved
data base softrare improvements.
One
the most noticcable
changes is that our long-time
employee, Nancy Monson, has
chosen not to work at the new
location. We thank her for her past
service to the l$\NA and wish her
well in her future endeavors.
The Board has every
expectation that cunent actions
will result in greater accountability
in membership and finances, as
wellas enhance efforts to obtain a
federal charter while making
befter use of our very limited
resources.

of

{
To everyone born in January.

FORYOUR INFORTTATION

National News
The incorporation of the I(A/VA in
New York state--and the Bylaws.have always stated that we would
establish a headquarters in the
Washington, DC area. There have
been numerous Bylaws changes

over the years. During

my

Administration two virtual revvrites

of the Bylaws took place. One
constiant through all of the years is

It is with great pleasure that I can
announoe that the I(WVA Capitol
Area office is open for business

Page 4

State Newe

and that we have obtained an

State DoF appreciation to Eddie Ko,

outstanding individual to work with

for

us.

Veteran of the Year award. Eddie is
a member of Chapter 175 and a long
time friend of the Korean War
Veterans. His gift has given us not
only the means, but also the

Mrs. William Weber, Annelie,
wife of Colonel Bill Weber, the
Director of the Korean War
Veterans Memorial Foundation,
has assumed her duties as the
Executive Assistant in our Capitol
office.

Annelie brings great
experience to our organization.
She has been a staffer on Capitol
Hill and was the editor of The
Commemorator for
the
Department of Defense during the
50th Commemoration Years.

The phones and FA)( are now
working in the new location and
we can all call and welcome

Annelie

as the office begins

operations.

trust that this summary of
office events will assist you in
having answers to some of the
questions you may be receiving
from members and various other
sources.

Email

Addresses:
US Postal Mailing Address:
Veterans
Association,
PO Box 22857
Alexandria, VA 22304=9285
Membership Email
Address: Membership@kwva.org
Use this email address to report
changes in Department, Chapter
and Member information or to get
information conceming same.

Korean War
I0VVA

inspiration,

the DoF Annual

to honor Chapter

members who distinguish
themselves by service to their

Chapter. ln my opinion, an award
like this is long overdue. We all have
outstanding members in our
Chapters and, as we all know, they
seldom get the praise they
deserve. However, even though it is
right and just to pay honor to those
who are always there when we need
them, we also need to be able to
adopt an appreciation for those
members who do not fall into this
category.

I

New Mailing and

establishing

Chapter lllews
Frcm Charctte NOH Chapter 158
We are looking fonrard to hosting
the Winter DoF Council Meeting on
January 27 in Winter Haven. The
Admiral lnn at Cypress Gardens is a
great hotel and the food is very
good. I know they will do a good job
for us, and, by the way, we really got
a good room rate from them! [Get
your reservations in earlyll You
knor January is the Big Season for
Cypress Gardens and the rooms are
much higher than our rate.
We hope that you will be able to
stay and visit the Gardens before or
after the meeting. For information
Jim Bradford 863-293-3055.
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you've done, For being away from
your wife and your son."
Then his eye welled a tear that
held no regret, "Just tell us you love
us, and never forget To fight for our
rights back at home while we're gone.
To stand your own watch, no matter
how long."
"For when we come home, either
standing or dead, To know you
remember we fought and we bled
is payment enough, and with that we
willtrust. That we maftered to you as
you mattered to us."

I am hereby officially tendering my
resignation as an adult. I have
I

I

want to be oblivious to the
complexities of life and be overly

excited by the little things again.
I want to live simple again.
I don't want my day to consist
of computer crashes, mountains
of papenrork, depressing news,
how to survive more days in the

month than there is money in the
bank, doctor bills, gossip, illness,
and loss of loved ones.

Humor

decided

you worried or upset.
lwant to think the world is fair.
That everyone is honest and
good.
I want to believe that anything
is possible.

would like to accept the

responsibilities of an 8 year-old again.
I want to go to McDonald's and
think that ifs a four star restaurant.
I want to sail sticks across a fresh
mud puddle and make a sidewalk
with rocks.
I want to think M&Ms are better

than money because you can eat
them.

I want to lie under a big oak tree
and run a lemonade stand with my
friends on a hot summe/s day.
I want to return to a time when life

was simple, when all you knew were
colors, multiplication tiables, and
nursery rhymes, but that didn't bother
you, because you didn't knor what
you didn't knorv and you didn't care.
All you kneur was to be happy
because you were blissfully unaware

I want to believe in the power
of smiles, hugs, a kind word, truth,
justice, peace, dreams, the
imagination, mankind, and making
angels in the snow.

So . . here's my checkbook
and my car keys, my credit card
bills and my 401K statements. I

am

officially resigning

from

adulthood.

Waking Up for
One Sunday morning,

went in to wake

Church
mother
her son

a

and tell him it was time to get

ready for church, to
which he replied, "l'm not going."
'Why not?" she asked.
l'llgive you two good reasons," he
"One,
they
said.
don't like me, and two, I don't like
them."

His mother replied, "l'll

give

YOU two good reasons
why YOU SHOULD go to church.
(1) You're 59 years old,
and (2) you're the pastor!"

KwvA"'ChSSter !99;,,'
F:O'Box'il934''' .'
Ocklawaha, Fl' 32183
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Board Meeting 1:00 pm
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Vietnam Peace Treaty
Veteran Park, Lady Lake
1:00 pm

BillTaylor
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Joe Turner
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Tom J Thiel

April9,2007
Ex-POW Day

Veterans Park Lady Lake
'10:00 AM

Pictured: Paul Russell, Art
Canale.
DisclaimerThe I(VWA, Chapte||69, Lake
County Fl, publishes this newsletter as a
service to its members as well as a public
information source for Veterans affaiB. The
comments don't necessarily reflect the views or

the opinions of the membership, the ofiicers,
board of directors, or the state and national
parent organization, nor does mention of a
product or organization imply endorsement.
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that you want submitted in the
newsletter must be in by the day

of the meeting. Anything afler

Written By J. Klawunn

the meeting will be in
month's newsletter. My

MINUTES OF OAOT

next
email

address is on the first page.

have become the replacement
flower for the Rose of Shannon.
They were sold at both fund
Eustis and Belleview
drives
Publixs, Next fund drive will be
announced in the newsletter,
could always use volunteers to
help out.

-

time in office, named his board
of directors, and did a good job
for the first time out.

and Carol Becker were

instrumental in getting us new
brass poles for the ceremonies
at the Villages. Carol also had
the flags cleaned, and a new
eagle is sewn on one of the
flags.

Honor Guard are looking for a
few good members to help them
with the services at Bushnell.
Some statistics there are 80,000
soldiers buried and they do on
the average between 30 and 40
services a day. Volunteers have

no set times or days,

paid your dues you should get a
membership card in the mail. lf
you didn't contact Tom Thiel.

it

is

still working on our member
database. lt should be complete
soon. Some items still missing
birth dates, emails, date joined.
Make sure these items are
conect on the roster when you
sign in at the meetings.

-

whenever you can help them

out. For rnore information

contact John Ketcham at 352360-0738.

reported that the club has 46
paid members. Thanks to all

who are members and
receive the Schuttlebutt.

will

m
Pictured (l-r) Don Vail, Tom Thiel, Mel
Frederick, Joe O'Donnell. First get
together since 55.
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recommended that there be no

Alews and Events Cont.

further action against two men. He
did, however, recommend actions
against other I(A/VA,members on

the basis of
THANKS to all our members who
are boosters, and all the members
that made a monetary contribution.
Happy Birthday

K

inappropriate

behavior.

These deliberations were
careful, extensive, and painful, but
resulted in what the Board feels in
the best interests of the order.
As a result of these actions, the
following occurred:
. First Vice President Nick Pappas
was expelled from the

I(VWA

Organization

.

Second Vice President Byron
Dickerson is on a probationary

period

.

To everyone born in February.

Director John Edwards resigned

as a Direct, but remains a
member
. John Kronenberger is expelled

INJURED RESERVE LIST

from the organization
. Sheila Kronenberger is expelled

from the organization.

Mary Lum

These

actions were regretful, entered
into without rancor, but necessary.

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

National News
The I(A/VA met in closed Executive
Session of the subject of presentation

of evidence, review and discussion,

presentment of Charges, Hearings,
and findings, in the case of several
members of the l( /VA organization.
The Board met for a total of three

hours spread over two days

in

handling this situation.

The Board had extensive material,
and presentations based on the work
of the late Marty O'Brien, former

Chairman

of the Ethics

and

Grievances Committee, who carefully
reviewed the charges. He

By Cal Thomas
Published January 17, 2007
Submitted by T. Thiel

"fillo care for him who shall have
borne the baftle and for his widow
orphan."

and

his

There has never been a more
succinct statement about the
obligation and privilege the nation
has to care for its military veterans
than that brief clause in Abraham

Lincoln's Second

lnaugural

Address. But the New Jersey
legislature thinks setting aside a
day to remember those who have
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bought our freedom with their
blood is not as important as it

used

be.
to
legislators have
unanimously passed a measure

New Jersey

that includes a provision
remove the state mandate

to

to
teach about Veterans Day in the
public schools. And not only
Veterans Day; the bill would also
remove requirements to teach
about Columbus on Columbus
Pilgrims around
Thanksgiving Day, and even
Commodore John Barry Day,
commemorates the
Revolutionary War hero for whom
a bridge is named, which spans
the Delaware River to connect

Day, the

which

Bridgeport, N.J., to Chester, Pa.
It is the possible repeal of the

law to teach about veterans on
Veterans Day that has upset a lot

of

people,

including,

understandably, veterans. There

are few enough who serve

in

today's all-volunteer military and a

decreasing number of citizens
who have relatives in the military,
or know anyone in service. That
makes it much more important for

to

of

the
learn
contributions of veterans to secure
the freedoms too many of us take
for granted. Those freedoms mark
the difference between American
schools and those in dictatorial
societies that are forced to teach
propaganda.
state

students

To fight for our freedom,
To stand and be bold
ln the midst of all evil,
We stand our ground,
And we protect our country
From all terror around.
Peace and not war,
ls what some people say.
But I'llgive my life,
So you can live the American way.
I don't bitch and I don't whine
I'm just one of the people
Who is doing your time.
I give you the right
To talk of your peac€
To stand in your groups,
And protest in the streets.

But still I fight on,
I'm harder than nails,
Stronger than any machine.
I'm the immortal soldier,
I'm a U.S. MARINE!
So stand in my shoes,
And leave from your home.
Fight for the people who hate you,
With the protests they've shown.
Fight for the stranger,
Fight for the young.
So they all may have,
The greatest freedom you've won.
Fight for the sick,
Fight for the poor
Fight for the cripple,
Who lives next door.
But when your time comes,
Do what I've done.
For if you stand up for freedom,

We allcame together,
Both young and old

You'll stand when the fight's done.
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Jennifer
Arredondo
USFK Public Affairs Office
SEOUL - The National Commander
from American Veterans (AMVETS)

and AMVETS Ladies Auxiliary
National President started

a

17-day

tour Jan. 15 in Seoul.

Tom McGriff, AMVETS national
commander, along with his wife
Linda and Barbara Guth along with
her husband Glen will make stops in
Taiwan and Hawaiito visit other
Taiwan and Hawaii to visit other
veteran organizations and troops
stiationed in Hawaii during the
AMVETS Far East Tour.
During the first leg of the tour, the
delegation received a short briefing

about the history of the United
Forces in Korea, and what the
command's mission is in Korea Jan.
'16.

Later in the afternoon, they
participated in a wreath laying
ceremony at the Korean National
Cemetery in Seoul. They ended
their stay at the cemetery with a tour
of the grounds.

During the 2O-minute ceremony,
they were able to pay their respects

officials discussed ways of
strengthening solidarity between
the two groups," KVA spokesman
Kim Moon-kisaid.
After the 1S-minute meeting,
the l$/A presented both McGriff
and Guth with medals and an
honorary membership into the
K/A for their help in "preserving
world freedom," Gen. Park said.
The l(/A established relations
with AMVETS in 1974. The two
groups have since
HUMOR
LIVING lN 2006 when...
o You accidentally enter your PIN
on the microwave.
o You haven't played solitaire with

realcards in years.

. You have a

list of 15 phone
numbers to reach your family of
Three.
o You pull
your own
driveway and use your cell
phone to see if anyone is home
the
help you carry
groceries.
o Ev€ry commercial on television

up in

to

to those who had given their lives
during the Korean War.

After, the group attended a
ceremony given by the Korean

Veteran Association also in Seoul.
Both AMVETS representatives were
made honorary members of the
l(/A. They were able to visit with
the chairman of the KVA, retired
Major General Park Sehjik, Korea
Army.

"1(/A President and the visiting

exchanged

visits by officials, according to Kim.

.

in

has a web site at the bottom of
the screen.
Leaving the house without your
cell phone, which you didn't
even have the first 20 or 30 (or
60) years of your life, is now a
cause for panic and you turn
around to go and get it.
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o Accept that some days you're the

o ln the 1400's a law was set
forth in England that a man was
allowed to beat his wife with a
stick no thicker than his thumb.
Hence we have "the rule of
thumb".

pigeon, and some days you're the
statue.
r Always keep your words soft and
sweet, just in case you have to eat
them.
o Always read stuff that will make you
look good if you die in the middle of it.

Many years ago in Scotland, a
new game was invented. lt was
ruled "Gentlemen Only...Ladies
Forbidden"...and thus the word
GOLF entered into the English
language.
Shakespeare's time,

Life

r

And then he shared some ways of
dealing with the burdens of life:

o Drive carefully. lt's not only cars
that can be recalled by their maker.
. lf you can't be kind, at least have
the decency to be vague.
. lf you lend someone $20 and
never see that person again, it was
probably worth it.
. lt may be that your sole purpose
in life is simply to serve as a warning

to others.
Never buy a car you can't push.
Never put both feet in your mouth
at the same time, because then you
won't have a leg to stand on.
Nobody cares if you can't dance
well. Just get up and dance.
Since it's the early worm that gets
eaten by the bird, sleep late.
The second mouse gets the
cheese.
When everything's coming your
way, you're in the wrong lane.
Birthdays are good for you. The
more you have, the longer you live.

o
o

o
.
o
o
.
o

You may be only one person in
the world, but you may also be the
world to one person.

.

. ln

mattresses were secured on bed
frames by ropes. When you pulled

on the ropes the mattress
tightened, making the bed firmer
to sleep on. Hence the
phrase......... "Goodnight, sleep

tight."

.

Many years ago in England,
pub frequenters had a whistle
baked into the rim, or handle, of
their ceramic cups. When they
needed a refill, they used the

whistle to get some service. 'Wet

your whistle" is the

phrase

inspired by this practice.

BOOSTERS
A. Carnale,
T. Morford,
G. LeJeunee

W. Simunek
H. Sievers

E. Pilarski
D. Hathaway
J. Houp
R. Layer
D. Good
The Cains

R. Johnson
T. Thiel
C. Becker
D. Lynch
J. Yohn
J. Williams
P. Hollenbeck
T. Jensen
J. Rodgers
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guard participated in the Eustis
parade, and 3 ceremonies at the
Church in Lady Lake. Great Job
Color Guard, Thanks for

NEWS & EVENTS
Written By J. Klawunn

MINUTES OF 03/07

is

representing the ChaPter.

dedicated

to

Co
who
passed away on Friday March 9,
2007. Our condolences to the
Turner Family.

newsletter

Founder

Joe Turner,

Dick Pfahler has been in
contact with several other

Vollmer, Chapter 169 would like
to welcome our new member.

organizations about starting a
Veterans Park in Leesburg. Rails
to trails is building trails along
the monument that is now the
Veterans Park in Leesburg. Dick
thought this would be great to
make it into a Veterans Park.

Landstuhl Patient

was discussion as to whether

SuPPort

Program

Discussions took

Place

regarding doing something for
the Walter-Reed and Landstuhl
support program. lt was stated
by one of the members that the
patient recieve very little when
they enter into the Walter-Reed
Hospital. lt was suggested to
donate 200 stamPs to both the
Walter-Reed and the Landstuhl
programs.

have

a

our by-laws were in comPliance
with National By-Laws. Tom
Thiel suggested that we are not
in compliance with either our
own by laws or National BY
Laws. He also suggested that

our

application should be
changed to reflect Nationals

Application.

Vollmer, Chapter 169 would like
to welcome our new member.

guest sPeaker for the

March meeting.

Sharon
CountY
the
Sumter
Fernandez of
Sheriff's Office will Present a
program on being alert for
scams.

Chapter has nice US Flags
available for members for 5.00.
Contact Tom Thiel for more
details.

Security purposes. These extra
earnings may help you qualify for
Social Security or increase the
amount of your Social Security

Page 3

News and Events Cont.

benefit.

THANKS to all our members who
are boosters, and all the members
that made a monetary contribution.

Special extra earnings

are

granted for periods of active duty
or active duty for training. Special
extra earnings are not granted for
inactive duty training.

Happy Birthday

Note: Social Security cannol
add these extra earnings to your
record until you file for Social

d

Security benefits.

How You Get Credit

For

Special Extra Earnings

The

information

that

follows

applies only to active duty military

service earnings

To everyone born in March.

f

rom

1940

through 2001. Here's how the

special extra earnings are

INJURED RESERVE LIST
Brooks Gusseman

FOR YOUR INFORMATION
Special Extra Earnings for Military
Service

Note: Change

in

special

military

service credits.

ln January 2002, Public Law 107-117,

the

Defense Appropriations Act,
stopped the special extra earnings
that have been credited to military
service personnel. Military service in
calendar year 2002 and future years
no longer qualifies for these special
extra earnings.

Under certain

circumstances,
special extra earnings for your military
service from 1940 through 2001 can
be credited to your record for Social

credited:

Seruice ln 1978 through 2001.

For every $300 in active duty

basic pay, you are credited with
an additional $100 in earnings up
to a maximum of $1 ,200 a year. ll
you enlisted after September 7,
1980, and didn't complete at leasl
24 months of active duty or yout
full tour, you may not be able to
receive the additional earnings.
Check with Social Security for
details.

Service ln 1957 Through 1977.

You are credited with $300 in
additional earnings for each
calendar quarter in which you
received active duty basic pay.

Service ln 1940 Through 1956

lf you were in the military

during

this period, including attendance

at a service academy, you did not

pay Social Security taxes.

However, your Social Security

record may be credited with $160

a

month in earnings for military
service from September 16, 1940,

Page 4

through December

under the
circumstances:
You were

31,

1956,

following
honorablY

discharged after 90 or more daYs
of service, or you were released

because of a disability or injurY
received in the line of duty; or You
are still on active duty; or You are
applying for survivors benefits and
the veteran died while on active
duty.

You cannot receive credit for
these special extra earnings if you

are already receiving

a

federal

benefit based on the same Years
of service. There is one excePtion:
lf you were on active dutY after
1956, you can still get the sPecial
earnings for 1951 through 1956,
even if you're receiving a militarY

retirement based

on

service

during that period.

your identity" and directs the reader to
a website designed to look like Social
Security's lnternet website.

"l

am outraged that someone
would target an unsuspecting public in
this manner," said Commissioner
Barnhart. "l have asked the lnspector
General to use all the resources at his
find and Prosecute
command
whoever is perpetrating this fraud."
Once directed to the phonY website,
the individual is asked to confirm their
identity with "Socral Security and bank
information." Specific information
about the individual's credit card

to

number, expiration date and PIN
number is then requested. 'Whether
on our online website or bY Phone,

Social Security will never ask you for

your credit card information or your
PIN number," Commissioner Barnhart
said.

lnspector General

O'Carroll

recommends peoPle alwaYs take
precautions when giving out personal
information. "You should never
provide your Social Security number
or other personal information over the

Public Warned about ldentitY
Theft E-mail Scam

Jo Anne Barnhart, Commissioner
of Social Security, and Patrick
O'Carroll, Jr., lnspector General of
Social Security, issued a warning
today about a new email scam
that has surfaced recentlY. The
Agency has received several
reports of an email message
being circulated addressed to
"Dear Social Security Number And

Card ownef'and purporting to be

from the Social SecuritY
Administration. The message

informs the reader "that someone

illegally

ls using your Social

Security number and assuming

lnternet or by telephone unless you
are extremely confident of the source
to whom you are Providing the
information," O'Carroll said.
To report receiPt of this email
message or other suspicious activity
to Social Security's Office of lnspector
General, please call the OIG Hotline
at 1-800-269-0271. (lf you are deaf or
hard of hearing, call the OIG TTY
number at 1-866-501-2101). A Public
Fraud Reporting form is also available

online at

OIG's

website

struggling
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with a

comPlex

bureaucracy.

BANK OF AMERICA HAS DONE
IT AGAIN;
Submitted by Don Lynch

Problems at an adjunct building of

Walter Reed Army Medical Center in
Washington were brought to light by a

Washington

Now they are aiding and

abetting
criminals by helping to give them credit
cards to transfer money out of the
country, for a fee of course.
Anyone remotely being a part of a
criminal act is an accessory to the
crime.
Churches also are aiding and
abetting by housing illegals. Also these
acts should be prosecuted.
I wonder how much money has been

donated to the re-election campaign ol
legislators by the banking industry and
the aforementioned churches.....perhaps

we will know if nothing is done about
this by the legislators.

Post

investigation

published last month. lt found that
recuperating soldiers were living in a
dilapidated building infested with mice,
mold and cockroaches.

The

administration

also

faces

questions over a decision to put Army
surgeon-general Lt. Gen. Kevin Kiley
in temporary charge at Walter Reed.

ex-commander of the hospital,
Kiley has been accused of ignoring

An

complaints about outpatient care.

The Washington Post reports
were particularly embarrassing
because Bush has repeatedly visited

the wounded in the hospital to show
his concern for those who served in

Congressional panel told of
shoddy care at Walter Reed

battle in lraq and Afghanistan.

By Steve Holland

White House spokeswoman Dana

WASHINGTON, March 2 (Reuters) Scrambling to answer an outcry over

shoddy health care for U.S. soldiers
wounded in lraq, the White House
announced on Friday that President

George

W.

Bush will appoint a
commission to review health

bipartisan
care for military veterans.
The announcement comes

a

day

Perino said Bush would announce

of the commission in his
weekly radio address on Saturday.
formation

Members of the group will be named in
coming days.

They will conduct a comprehensive

review

of the care that the

U.S.

government is providing the wounded.

'The review will examine their
treatment from the time they leave the
battlefield to their return to civilian life

after the head of the U.S. Army's top
hospital was fired after troops wounded
in lraq and Afghanistan were found to

as veterans, so that we can assure
that we're meeting their physical and

be living in substandard conditions and

mental health needs," Perino said.
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You might be a TRUE AMERICAN if:
You'd give your last dollar to a friend'

Humor

You might be a true American if: You
know the ditference between an
immigrant and a Person who has no

TRUE AMERICAN

respect for your laws.

It istime to change from REDNECK
hUMOT

tO TRUE AMERICAN

HUMOT!

Only I don't see it as Humor, but the
correct way to LIVE YOUR LIFE!

You might be a TRUE AMEFIICAN if: lt
never occurred to you to be otfended by
the phrase, 'One nation, under God.'

You might be a TRUE AMERICAN

it:

You've never protested about seeing
the 10 Commandments posted in public
places.
You might be a TRUE AMEHICAN if: You
still say'Merry Christmas' instead ol

'Winter Festival', or'Felice Navidad.'
You might be a TRUE AMERICAN if:You
bow your head when someone PraYS.

You might be a TRUE AMERICAN

if: You

stand and Place Your hand over Your
heart when theY PlaY the National
Anthem... with words in English'
You might be a TRUE AMERICAN if: You
treat Viet Nam vets with great respect,
and always have.

You might be a TRUE AMERICAN if:
You've never burned an American flag
or any one elses flag.
You might be a TRUE AMERICAN if: You
know what you believe and you aren't
afraid to say so, no matter who is
listening, it also helps if they understand
English.
a TRUE AMERICAN if: You
respect your elders and expect your kids
to do the same.

You might be

Went to the doctor for mY YearlY
physical. The nurse starts with certain
basics.
How much do You weigh?" she asks.
-150,"
I say.

The nurse Puts me on the scale. lt
turns out mY weight is 180.
The nurse asks, 'Your height?' '6
foot 5,' I saY.
The nurse checks and sees that
only measure 5'9'.

I

She then takes mY blood Pressure
and tells me it is very high.

'Of course it's high!' I scream,

-When

I came in here I was tall and slender!
Now l'm short and fat!'

She put me on Prozac
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NEWS & EVENTS
Written By T. Thiel, edited by J.
Klawunn

MINUTES OF OilO7

members showed up for the
March meeting. lncluding the

guest

speaker

Sharon
Fernandez, she is a volunteer
with the Sumter County Senior
vs. Crime Project. She gave a
very informative talk on Scams
that are pulled on the Senior
Citizens.

Becker a Gold Star member,
contributor to the newsletter,
presented the chapter with two
very nice flag carriers. Thank
you Carol that was nice of you.
Mr. Kriuda of the 1st Cavalry
Division who invited us to the 8th
Cavalry Regiment Reunion to be
at The Villages Holiday lnn May
3-6,2007, former member Ron
Regan, and Mr. David R. Knaup,
of Tavares, who had been in the
Navy during the Korean War.

NAilONAL At the board
meeting a discussion took place
regarding paid up members of
Law
National l(
stipulate that all otficers must be
part of National.

/VA. By

GUARD ' Due to that discussion
Paul Russell stepped down from
1't VP position. Charlie White is
now I't VP, and Ted Morford is
now znd VP. Congratulations
Ted.

Paul Russell is going to replace
Ted Morford's position on the

board

of

directors.
Congratulations Paul. lt was also
indicated that Paul Russell will
still have special responsibilities
for the color guard.

would like to participate in the
color guard please call Paul
Russell. We can always use the
help. You never know when your
picture will be in the daily sun.

Thiel presented changes to the
membership form so they
comply with both our by laws
and Nationalby laws.

Two roles of first class stamps
have been sent to Walter Reed
and Landstuhl medical centers,
per request of the medical
centers. One of the items on
their need list was stamps. Great
job and thanks for doing this.

transition' between active dutY
and veterans'status: one PhYsical
evaluation for both exit (from
active duty) and entrance (to VA

Page 3
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Happy Birthday

system) and one system for
electronic health care records."

The Wounded Warrior Assistance
Act provides the people, training,

and oversight mechanisms
needed to ensure that our
wounded warriors feel secure that

they will always receive committed
quality care and that the system
will not fail them. The legislation
also sets the stage for much
needed reform of administrative
processes
restore
member confidence in the integrity

To everyone born in April.

roB YouR tNFoRMAflON

that will

Wounded Warrior Assistance
Act Passes House

Bill Ensures Troops Experience

the

of the disability
and begin the
system
evaluation
and efficiency

process of achieving a trulY
seamless transition of service

to the

Department of

Seamless Transition They Deserve

members

Washington, D.C. - On Wednesday,
the House passed H.R. 1538, the
Wounded Warriors Assistance Act of
2007. This legislation is a cooperative

'The House Armed

address the problems facing wounded
service members and to improve their
transition from the military to the

House Armed

effort between the House Armed
Services Committee and the House
Veterans' Affairs Committee to

Department of Veterans Affairs.

"Our test as

a

Congress and as a

nation is how we are going to respond
to the problems we have learned
about in military and veterans' health

care," said Chairman of the House
Veterans' Affairs Committee, Bob

Filner (D-CA). 'The

Wounded
Warriors Assistance Act is a great first
step towards providing a'seamless

Veterans Affairs programs.
Services

Committee has worked closelY
with the House Veterans' Affairs

to

develoP this
legislation, and I am grateful that
this cooperation allowed us to
bring this bill before the House so
quickly," said Chairman of the
Committee

Services

Committee, lke Skelton (D'MO).
"House approval of the Wounded
Wariors Assistance Act is an
important first step, but more work
will need to be done. ln the daYs
ahead, both of our committees will
have the opportunity to take a

more comprehensive look at the
challenges service members and

'their families face

'":::.",::*.;il:;,ii;;-..-i;,ii,iiin,,*i.**d;;ii*ii,i,*;
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it is aPProPriate to
and honor the

commemorate

recipients of the Medal of Honor and

National KWVA

to

From Lou Douchert

recognize their braverY

and

sacrifice for the United States;

Medal Of Honor

of Honor is
the highest award that can be
Whereas the Medal

bestowed to a member of the
Armed Forces for valor in action
against an enemy force;

Whereas the designation of a National
Medal ol Honor Day would raise the

awareness

of the

the

American peoPle

significance and
meaning of the Medal of Honor and
help focus the efforts of national,

regarding

State, and local organizations striving

Whereas the Medal of Honor is
awarded by the President, in the
the Congress, to
name

of
members of the Armed Forces
who have distinguished

to

foster public apPreciation and
recognition of Medal of Honor
recipients; and

gallantry and intrepidity at the risk

Whereas March 25 would be an
appropriate date to observe National
Medal of Honor Day: Now, therefore,

of their lives above and

be it

themselves consPicuouslY

bY

beYond

the call of duty;

Whereas the United States will
lorever be in debt to the recipients
of the Medal of Honor for their
bravery and sacrifice in times ol
war or other armed conflict;

Whereas the Medal of Honor was
first awarded on March 25, 1863,
during the CivilWar;

Whereas, of the millions of men
and women who have served in
the Armed Forces in war, military

operations, or other armed
conflicts, onlY 3,443 members
have thus far been awarded the
Medalof Honor;

Whereas 111 Medal of Honor
recipients are still living as of
January 1,2007;

Resolved by the House of
Representatives (the Senate
concurring), That Congress--

(1)

recognizes

the

heroism

and

sacrilice of Medal of Honor recipients
for the United States;

recognizes the educational
opportunity that a National Medal of
Honor DaY would Present to the

(2)

American public; and

(3) supports the goals and ideals of a

National Medal

of

Honor DaY

10

celebrate and honor the contributions
of Medalof Honor reciPients.
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The father was so drawn to the

IIUMOR
. Take my Son

It's a gift."

eyes that his own eyes welled uP
with tears. He thanked the young
man and offered to pay him for the
picture. "Oh, no sir, I could never
repay what your son did for me.

collect rare works of art. They had
everything in their collection, frort
Picasso to Baphael. They would
often sit together and admire the

The father hung the portrait over
his mantle. Every time visitors
came to his home he took them to
see the portrait ol his son before
he showed them any of the other

great works of art.

great works he had collected.

When the Vietnam conflict broke
out, the son went to war. He was
very courageous and died in battle
while rescuing another soldier. The
father was notilied and grieved

The man died a few months later.
There was to be a great auction of

A wealthy man and his son loved to

his

paintings. Many influential
people gathered, excited over
seeing the great paintings and
having an opportunity to purchase

deeply for his only son.

a month later, just before
Christmas, there was a kncck at the

one for their collection.

About

door. A young man stood at the
door with a large package in his
hands.

He said, "Sir, you don't know me,
but I am the soldier for whom your
son gave his life. He saved many
lives that day, and he was carrying
me to safety when a bullet struck

him in the heart and he

died

instantly. He often talked about you,

and your love for art." The young
man held out this package. "l know
this isn't much. I'm not really a great

artist, but

I

think your son would

have wanted you to have this."

The father opened the package. lt
was a portrait of his son, painted by
the young man. He stared in awe at
the way the soldier had captured the

personality

painting.

of his son in

the

On the platform sat the painting of

the son. The auctioneer pounded
his gavel. "We willstart the bidding
with this picture of the son.. Who
willbid for this picture?"
There was silence.

Then a voice in the back of the
room shouted, "We want to see
the famous paintings.. Skip this
one."

Another voice angrily. "We didn't
come to see this painting. We
came lo see the Van Goghs, the
But the auctioneer persisted. 'Will
somebody bid for this painting.
Who will start the bidding? $100,
$200?"

Rembrandts. Get on with the real

bids!" But still the auctioneer
continued. "The son! The son!
Who'lltake the son?"

Page 6

The man *f,o toot the son gets
everythingl"

Humor

God gave His son 2,000 years
ago to die on the cross. Much like

the

auctioneer,

His

message

Finally, a voice came from the very
back of the room. lt was the longtime
gardener of the man and his son. ,'l,ll

today is: "The son, the son, who,ll
take the son?"

poor man, it was allhe could afford.

give $10 for the painting." Being a

Because, you see, whoever takes
the Son gets everything.

"We have $10, who will bid $20?,

FOR GOD SO LOVED THE
WORLD HE GAVE HIS ONLY
BEGOTTEN SON, WHO SO

"Give it to him for 910. Let,s see the
masters.n

"$10 is the bid, won't someone bid

.r:;.;e-'.-.;d;;:.

$20?'

The crowd was becoming

EVER BELIEVETH, SHALL HAVE
ETERNAL LIFE...THAT'S LOVE
jd;e;i::ffi

ii;,;;:.."1-..-::::.:--."

angry.

They didn't want the picture of the
son.

They wanted the more worthy
investments for their collections.
The auctioneer pounded the gavel.
"Going once, twice, SOLD for $10!"

A man sitting on the

second row
shouted, "Now let's get on with the
collection!"

The auctioneer laid down his gavel.
"l'm sorry, the auction is over."

'What about the paintings?"

"l am sorry. When I was called to
conduct this auction, I was told of a
secret stipulation in the will. I was not
allowed to reveal that stipulation until
this time. Only the painting of the son
would be auctioned. Whoever bought
that painting would inherit the entire
estate, including the paintings.
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Chapter and that when

M,NUTES OF 05/07

is

having
secretary/treasure
problems delivering emails to
everyone, so if you want to
receive K\ ruA materials via
email you need to accept mail

from

Chapter will provide dress shirts
for color guard members." A
request was then made by Dir.
Gruber that 'these shirts be
the
considered property
a

member leaves the guard they
return the shirt." After some
discussion it was decided that

the shirts will

become the

personal property of the color

guard.

tthielf@comcast.net.

Another words his emails are

motion to put some of the money
CD
account for six month to a year,
Motion was granted.

being blocked.

we have earned into a

Beck Mr. Van Beck served in
Korea 194648; and was called
back into service from Oct.
1950-Oct. 1951. Mr. Van Beck
found our Chapter via the Lake

3:00 pm - 6:00 pm at Hickory
Point Park in Tavares on 4th
Wednesday in May, May 23.

Rough count

Sentinel news article.

13,

-

President
SEBR TVG
Canale and Chaplin Sievers are
planning on attending from
Friday May 11 through Sunday

May 13. The chapter sent in
50.00 for booster contribution
which gave us a Bronze Star.

Mr. Thiel also sent

a

$25
contribution for Red, White and
Blue Booster. Very nice hand
written thank you cards were
received from Joan Arcand.
your
Thanks
contribution and thanks to the
Chapter,

Tom for

at

meeting
indicated about 24 would attend.
Pot luck, please bring a covered
desert; Chapter will
dish
provide hamburgers and hot
dogs.

or

Pilarski - I think the 50/50 is
fixed, it is either Ed or Tom that
wins. Hands in the till.
member Van Beck suggested we
have name tags; Thiel said
badges have been purchased
and are to be printed.

r

(r;

Pfie

shopping for VA benefits, special
programs, health information and
services, We are also providing a

3

i, r

Jr.

commercial health education
libnry to give you upto-date

Happy Birthday

information about medications and

conditions, tools for measuring
your health status, a prescription
checker, and the latest health
news. ln the future, you will be
able to reorder VA prescriptions,
view appointments, maintain your
own personal health log, and
review your VA health information

To everyone born in May.

online.

Today's health care

FOR YOUR INFORMATION
National KfiNA

lf

you haven't already received

it,

Regular and Associate Members will

soon be receiving their new 2007
I(VWA Membership Cards in the mail,

They will be part of a "Post Card"
mailing - you merely have to pop the
lD card out of the Post Card.
ln order to more "professionalize"
the process and make sure you have
current proof of membership, as well

as a "Dues Due Date" reminder for
next year, we have eliminated the old

"stickef' process, Each year every
Regular and Associate Member will

is

a

partnership between patient and
providers. My HealtheVet will
provide a focal point for you to
begin to build
an online personal health record.
And you will be able to share as

much (or

as little) of

this
you
choose, including VA health care
providers, other health care
providers, your family, and
veteran advocates.
informed person
a
healthier person, and we want to
partner with you to achieve your
optimal health. So make My

information

with anyone

is

An

HealtheVet your starting point for
improving your health, and visit

receive a new card after their dues are

often to see what the Veterans

paid.

Health Administration has for you.
(MHV)
the gateway to
veteran health benefits and
services. lt provides access to:
Trusted health information

Welcome to the Veteran Health
Poftal. (hIHn
We are putting you, the veteran, at the

center

of VA health care. My

a VA Web portal for
you. You can use it from any
HealtheVet is

computer with lnternet access; you
can use it in the comfort of your own

home, This first phase

HealtheVet provides

of My

one-stop

is

o
o Links to Federal and VA
benefits and resources
o The Personal Health
Journal
o Online VA prescription
refill

Page 4

ln the future, MHV registrants will

be able to view appointments,

copay balances, and key portions
of their VA medical records online,
and much more! My HealtheVet is
a powerful tool to help you better
understand and manage your

health. lnternet Link
httn llwww

m'ntt:n

"'-n-o"

=

often

and

'

and Fall-end of October) and provides
these veterans with an outlet for
national publication. Manuscripts are

experience

America.

The

Hospitalized Veterans
Writing Project (HV\ArP) is a

writing

program
acknowledge
veterans' experiences and build
self+steem through creative
possible
expression
publication. Veterans are

designed

encouraged

inpatients

published three times a year (Springend of March, Summer-end of July

lifechanging
experiences in the service of their
country. Writing serues as therapy
for many veterans who participate
through the VA medical centers
across the United States of

therapeutic

of

veterans, either as
or outpatients of local VA
facilities. The 64-page magazine is

writings

is:

Veterans'Voices

Veterans
traumatic

Services and/or Recreation Therapy
Services departments at the VA
medicalcenters,
Contributions to the HMNP are
used to publish Veterans' VoiceE, a
magazine devoted strictly to the

to

and
to submit their

manuscripts (prose, poetry and

submitted to our national office by
medical center staff; then volunteer
editors review and select materials for

publication, Forty-nine states are

actively involved
program through

in our writing

the VA

medical

centers.
It can mean so much to a
hospitalized veteran when a story,

poem or artwork is published in
Veterans' Vcices magazine, proving
again that love (and writing) is still the
best medicine, Hospitalized veterans
are looking for a helping hand to
bolster their self-esteem, to make
them proud to have served our
country, These veterans, whatever
their disabilities, need to know that
while their service is interrupted, they
are not forgotten,

artwork) for national publication in
Veterans' Voices magazine.

Helping veterans get their
poems and stories down on paper
is the goal of HWP volunteers.

Volunteer writing aides work both

one-on-one and with groups of
patients to help them convert
thoughts and feelings into stories

and poems. H\ A/P volunteers
work through the Volunteer

All Old Veteran ldentification Cards
And Patlent ldentlflcatlon Cards To
Be Replaced July 19,2006

The Department of Veterans Affairs
(VA) has announced that VA health
care facilities are beginning an

aggressive campaign to assure that
enrolled veterans with old versions of
its lD cards are issued the new
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has a 45 day deadline,

Veterans ldentification Card (VlC).
VA decided to initiate the mass
replacement to reduce veteran
vulnerabilig to identity theft and to
demonstrate VA's commitment to
securing the confidential personal

APRIL Americans will had the
opportunity to show their respect
and appreciation for an elite group
of their fellow citizens the more

information of all enrolled veterans,
VA indicates that prior versions
of its identification cards display
sensitive information such as social
security number and date of birth on
the front of the card. The new VlC,

which was introduced in 2004,
removed the sensitive information
from the face of the card.

Since

the new VIC was
in March 2004,

introduced

approximately 2.4 million enrolled
veterans have been issued the new
VlC, For more information internet

I

-

than 29,000 m6n and

women

veterans who, while serving our
nation, became prisoners of war
(PoWs).
Perhaps no group has endured

privation, fear, hardship and
brutality as much as this special
band of brothers and sisters. ln
remote outposts, often alone and

in

physical conditions

defying

description, they showed all of us

the true meaning of devotion to
duty, love of country, courage and
the indomitable spirit.

address:
www.va. gov/healthe!igibility.

TID BITS
ln the wake of the sensationalized
stories of Walter Reed Medical
Center President Bush signed an
Executive Order setting up a
Presidential Commission, the Dole
Commission. lt is still in session.
KVWA Director Jeff Brodeur has
attended some of their hearings.

ln the same Executive Order the

HUMOR
Submitted by Mary Lum

A woman came home, screeching
her car into the driveway, and ran
into the house. She slammed the
door and shouted at the top of her
lungs, "Honey, pack your bags. I
won the lotteryl"
The husband said, "Oh my
God! What should I pack, beach
stuff or mountain stutf?" "Doesn't
matter

President established a Task Force

to examine what was being done
and could be done for returning
veterans of the Global War on
Terror, under existing law and
existing resources. Secretary of
Veterans Affairs James Nicholson
was named to chair the TF, and it

she

said "Just get out "

_

A

Polish immigrant went to the
DMV to apply for a driver's license.
First, of course, he had to take an
eye sight test. The optician
showed him a card with the letters:

'czwlxNosTAcz.'
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minutes. When I came out there
a city cop writing out a
parking ticket. I went up to him
and said, "Come on, buddy, how
about giving a senior a break?"
He ignored me and continued
writing the ticket, I called him a

was

Humor Cont
"Can you read this?" the optician
asked. "Read it?" the Polish guy
reoli1!, 'l know
Su1"
]he

A wife was making a breakfast of fried
eggs for her husband,

Suddenly, her husband burst into the

kitchen. "Careful,"

he

said,

'CAREFULI Put in some more bufterl
Oh my GOD! You're cooking too

many at once. TOO MANY! Turn
them! TURN THEM NOWI We need
more butter. Oh my GODI WHERE
are we going to get MORE BUfiER?
They're going to STICKI Careful
CAREFULI I said be CAREFULI You
NEVER listen to me when you're
cookingl Neverl Turn theml Hurry upl
Are you CRAZY? Have you LOST
your mind? Don't forget to salt them.
You know you always forget to salt
them. Use the salt. USE THE SALT!
THE SALTI'
The wife stared at him. "What in the
world is wrong with you? You think I
don't know how to fry a couple of
eggs?" The husband calmly replied, "l
just wanted to show you what it feels
like when I'm driving."

Retirement

-

Working

people

frequently ask retired people like me

what they do

to

make their days

interesting. Thought you'd might like

to see what happened to me last
week.
I went to the store the other day, I

was only in there for about 5

Nazi,

He glared at me and started
writing another ticket for having
worn tires. So I called him a
turkey.
He finished the
second ticket and put it on the
windshield with the first, Then he
started writing a third ticket. This
went on for about 20 minutes...the
more I abused him, the more
tickets he wrote. I didn't care. My

@t was parked

around the
corner. I try to have a little fun
each dayl lts important at my age.

BOOSTERS
A. Canale,
T. Morford,
G. LeJeunee
W. Simunek
H. Sievers
E. Pilarski
D. Hathaway
J. Houp
R. Layer
D. Good
The Cains

R. Johnson

T. Thiel
C. Becker
D. Lynch
J. Yohn
J. Williams
P. Hollenbeck
T. Jensen
J. Rodgers
J. Williams
T. Falo
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BOOSTERS
A. Canale, R. Johnson, T.
Morford, T. Thiel, G. LeJeunee,
C. Becker, W. Simunek, D.
Lynch, H. Sievers, J. Yohn, E.
Pilarski, J. Williams, D.
Hathaway, P. Hollenbeck, J.
Houp, T. Jensen, R. Layer, J.
Rodgers, D. Good, J. Williams,
The Cains, T. Falo
Picture - 169 picnic taken by J.
Klawunn
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NEWS & EVENTS
Written By J. Klawunn

M,NUTES OF 06/07

Congratulations - I(VWA of
Florida presented the Eddie Ko
Award to Harold Sievers.
Congratulations Mr. Sievers

Picnic lt was great, if you
weren't there you missed a good
time with excellent food, and a
great cook. Although there was
a part time cook there also. As a
result, minutes I did not take, so
the newsletter will be little
different this time. Smile your on
candid camera.

Mr Red himself, Chartie for
Cook

-

a

Meeting called to order

t"' e"l*'='!
lr, I
llll

mi.'rrF

So Serious, Ms. Gleason

..$-a^i

*_

_

Russell and Gleason in
Serious Discussion.

rr*
,.'

'"rf

Tom M, who is on First
Mr. Guther, Mr. Cain discuss
politics

All Americans honor the memory
of the lives that have been lost in
defense of our freedom. Our
Nation mourns them, and their

Page 3

Happy Birthday

example

of strength

and

perseverance gives us resolve.
We are also thankfulto those who
have stood by our service men
and women in times of war and
times of peace.
Today, the members of our Armed
Forces follow in a proud tradition

handed down to them by the
heroes that served before them.
They are protecting our Nation,

To everyone born in June.

advancing

freedom,

FOR YOUR INFORMATION
Prayer for Peace, Memorial Day,
2007
White House News

On Memorial Day, Americans pause
deep

respect for all our fallen service men
and women who have given their lives
for our country and our freedom.

the

generations,

the

courageous and selfless patriots of
our Armed Forces have secured our

liberty and borne

its great and

precious cost. When it has mattered
most, patriots from every corner of our
Nation have taken up arms to uphold

the ideals that make our country a
beacon of hope and freedom for the
entire world. By answering the call of

duty with valor and unrelenting
determination, they have set a
standard of courage and idealism that
inspires us all.

foundation for a more peaceful
tomorrow through service that
exemplifies the good and decent
character of our Nation. America
is grateful to all those who have
worn the uniform of the Armed
Forces of the United States, and
we will never forget their sacrifices
for our liberty.

with solemn gratitude and

Through

the blessings of
and laying the

On Memorial Day, we honor all

those who have fallen

by

remembering their noble sacrifice
for freedom. We also pray for our
troops, their families, and for the
peace we allseek.

ln respect for their devotion to
America, the Congress, by a joint
resolution approved on May 1 1,
1950, as amended (64 Stat. 158),
has requested the President to
issue a proclamation calling on
the people of the United States to
observe each Memorial Day as a

day

of

prayer

for

permanent

peace and designating a period
on that day when the people of
the United States might unite in
prayer. The Congress, by Public
Law 106-579, has also designated

Dage 4

:he minute beginning at 3:00 p.m.
ocaltime on that day as a time for

all Americans to observe the

lational

Moment

of

iemembrance.

\OW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE
A/. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, do hereby
rroclaim Memorial Day, May 28,
)-007, as a day of prayer for
rermanent peace, and I designate
:he hour beginning in each locality
at 11:00 a.m. of that day as a time

o

unite in prayer. I also ask

all

{mericans to observe the National

Moment of

Remembrance

reginning at 3:00 p.m., local time,
rn Memorial Day. I encourage the

to

participate in these
lbservances. I also request the
Sovernors of the United States
rnd the Commonwealth of Puerto
iico, and the appropriate officials
rf all units of government, to direct
:hat the flag be flown at half staff
rntil noon on this Memorial Day
)n all buildings, grounds, and
raval vessels throughout the
Jnited States, and in all areas
rnder its jurisdiction and control. I
also request the people of the

nedia

Jnited States to display the flag at
ralf staff from their homes for the
:ustomary forenoon period.

United States of America. His first
impression was not a good one.
Washington had served as a Colonel
in the British Army during the Frenchlndian Wars, had led men and seen

combat. During the march

command assembled before him,
General Washington had a deep
sense of foreboding. This was no

army! He would be hard pressed to
even describe it as a militia. lt was a
rag-tag band of farmers, merchants,
and adventurers...not a professional
soldier among them. To his good
friend Patrick Henry back in Virginia
he is reported to have written, "From
the day I entered upon the command
of the American armies, I date my fall
and the ruin of my reputation."

ln the years that

fn June 26, 1775 General

3eorge Washington rode into
3oston to assume command the
:he Continental Army of the

soon to

:olonies
declare
:hemselves independent as the

followed,

Washington did his best to build them

into an army. He led them by
example, providing courageous
inspiration in their darkest moments.
He prayed for them at night, his wife
sewed clothing and cooked meals for
many of them during the harsh winter
at Valley Forge. Though seldom
considered a brilliant tactician, in fact
General Washington lost more battles

than he won, he was
History 101 Purple Heart

on

Duquesne in 1755 his commander,
Major General Edward Braddock had
been killed, and Colonel Washington
was fortunate to survive. Two horses
had been shot from beneath him in
the action and his uniform had been
torn in four places by bullets.
Now, as the 17,000 men of his new

a powerful

leader. Seven years later that rag-tag
force was on the brink of defeating the

army of Great Britain. lt was an
incredible transformation. ln October
of 1781 the British surrendered at
Yorktown and General Washington
set up his headquarters at Newburgh,
New York.

began devising new ways
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Purple Heart Con't

They were formalized

Along the way, GeneralWashington

had always tried

to maintain a

degree of personal involvement with
his
He witnessed their

men.

courage, their valor in battle, and

did his best to

reward

them
accordingly. This was usually
accomplished through "field

promotions". Any soldier who
distinguished himself in battle might

suddenly

find himself

being
perhaps even

promoted in rank,
receiving a commission. lt was an
effective recognition, for with

increased rank came increased pay.
By the summer
1782 the
American Revolution was over, only
the formalities of adopting the peace
accords
General
Washington was in his headquarters
at Newburgh, New York as the
Continental Congress reviewed the
cost of the war for independence, as

of

remained.

well as the continued cost
maintaining an

army.

of

Funds were

depleted, in fact many soldiers of
the Continental Army had not
received their pay for war time

service (and would not...a point

which later led to Shay's Rebellion).

ln a

tc

recognize his men for service anc
for singularly meritorious service

cost-cutting measure the

Congress sent General Washington
a message to cease his practice of

recognizing individual achievement
or valor by promotion.

Though the battle for freedom

was over, General Washington
believed it was important to
maintain the effectiveness and high
morale of his troops, even in peace

time. As General Washington

pondered this in contrast with his
recent message from Congress, he

in

his

General Orders of August 7, 1782.

To recognized EVERY soldier

for his service,

Genera

Washington authorized a chevror
to be wom on the left sleeve of an1
enlisted
non+ommissionec
veteran who had served for three

or

years with "bravery, fidelity anc
good conducf'. Veterans of sir
years service would be authorizec
to wear two chevrons.

This was a brave new step ir
military

history. European

had usually recognized

models

officers
and royalty with military awards.
never
common soldier

the

George Washington's "badge

o1

service" would take emphasis
away from rank, indicating that it
was SERVICE and not rank that
was importiant. He instituted this
step to recognize our first veterans
of military service by saying, "The
road to glory in a patriot army and
a free country is thus open to all."

This new recognition was
with Washington's

established

General Orders of August 7, 1782.
General Washington took it one

step further,

authorizing

an

individual award for men whc
singularly performed deeds ol
valor or unusual merit. lt would
become The .Badge of Military
Merit. The General's orders
described it thus:

"The General, ever desirous tc

cherish virtuous ambition in his
soldiers as well as foster and
encourage every species ol

military merit, directs that
whenever any singularly
meritorious action is performed,
the author of it shall be permitted

followed

Page 6

to wear on his facings, over his left
breast, the figure of a heart in purple
:loth or silk, edged with narrow lace
cr binding. Not only instances of
unusual gallantry but also of
extraordinary fidelity and essential
service in any way shall meet with
Jue reward.

"The name and regiment of the
persons so certified are to be enrolled
in a Book of Merit which shall be kept
in the orderly room."

Health
By Katharine Greider & Roberta
Yared

Pain Relief atWhat Risk?

naproxen

and

2002 study indicated the
painkillers can also cause

hypertension in women.

HUMOR
Most people don't know that back

in 1912, Hellmann's mayonnaise
was manufactured in England. ln
fact, the Titanic was carrying
12,000 jars of the condiment
scheduled for delivery in Vera
Cruz, Mexico, which was to be
the next port of call for the great
ship after its stop in New York.
This would have been the

largest single shipment of

High daily doses of popular over-thecounter pdinkifers Eise the risk of
high blood pressure, according to
new research. ln a study reported in
the Archives of lnternal Medicine Feb.
26, scientists from Brigham and

Women's Hospital

by

ibuprofen. COX-2 inhibitors like
Celebrex should be prescribed as
a last resort, the AHA says. A

mayonnaise ever delivered to

Mexico. But as we know, the great
ship did not make it to New York.
The ship hit an iceberg and sank,

and the cargo was forever lost.
The people of Mexico, who

and

were qazy about mayonnaise,
and were eagerly awaiting its

as

delivery, were disconsolate at the
loss. Their anguish was so great,
that they declared a National Day

Harvard
Medical School tracked 16,000 men
for four years. Those who reported
taking drugs such
aspirin,

acetaminophen or ibuprofen six or
seven days a week were 26 percent
more likely to develop hypertension
than nonusers. The higher the dose
and the longer you tiake the drug, the

greater your risk, says Ellioft
Antman, M.D., lead author of

M.

an

of

Mourning, which

observe to

they

this

still

day.

The National Day of Mourning
occurs each year on May Sth and
is known, of course, as Sinko de
Mayo.

American Heart Association advisory

on pain

medications. Evidence

suggests that the most heart-safe pills
are aspirin and acetaminophen,

Disclaimer-The KVWA, Chapter

169,

Lake

County Fl, publishes this newsletter as a service
to its members as well as a public information
sour@ for Veterans affairs. The comments don't
necessarily reflect the views or the opinions ot
the membership, the officers, board of directors,
or the state and national parent organization, nor
does mention of a producl or organization imply
endo13ement.
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Events
July 27,2007
Korean War Armistice Day
Veterans Park Lady Lake
10:00 AM

BOOSTERS
A. Canale, R. Johnson, T.
Morford, T. Thiel, G. LeJeunee,
C. Becker, W. Simunek, D.
Lynch, H. Sievers, J. Yohn, E.
Pilarski, J. Williams, D.
Hathaway, P. Hollenbeck, J.
Houp, T. Jensen, R. Layer, J.
Rodgers, D. Good, J. Williams,
The Cains, T. Falo

Veterans Post - the postage for
the Veterans Post went uP, at
the next meeting everyone will
decide if we should continue with
the Post or not.
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NEWS & EVENTS
Written By J. Klawunn

MINUTES OF 06/07

lndependence

Day -

Two
hundred thirty-one years ago, 56
brave men signed their names
to a bold creed of freedom that
set the course of our Nation and
changed the history of the world.
anniversary, we
remember the great courage
and conviction of our Founders,
and we celebrate the enduring
principles of our Declaration of
lndependence

On this

Fund Drive

-

Jackie Gleason
and Company will be conducting
a fund drive in front of Publix
Supermarket on July 13- 15, and
July 20 - 22.11you would like to
help out please call him at
lnnovation from the Villages'
the Do's and Don't of lraq, seen
through the eyes of a soldier. He
will give an account of what it is

like to be in lraq. lt will take
place on July 19, 2007 al7:00

pm at the Laurel

Manner
Recreation Center the Villages,
located off Buena Vista Blvd.

Name 7,ags - We have name
tags for everyone. Please wear

them when attending
meetings.

our

-

Kali for
Congratulations
joining the Navy. Wish you good
luck, and our hearts and PraYers
will be with you.

- it was a great daY to
be out and particiPate in a
Flag Day

wonderful event. Our Color
Guard did a great job at the

Villages, congratulations to a job
done, and thanks to
everyone who helped out. You
did a great job.

will

July 4 - The rain held off for the

ceremony at the Veterans
Memorial Park in the Villages.
There wasn't a lot of PeoPle

their, probably because
everyone thought it was going to
rain, none the less the
presentation of colors was

fantastic. Thanks again to all
who participated in the Color
Guard.

Village Softball

Game

On
have
Veterans Day the Villages
in the past and will hold another
softball game, single team
eliminations. lt will be service

against service, examPle

NavY

vs. Army etc. More on that event
in future newsletters.

The Military Armistice Agreement
of July 27 , 1953, ended 3 years of

Page 3

on the Korean
Peninsula and stopped the sPread
of Communism in Korea, signaling
bitter warfare

Happy Birthday

to the world America's resolve to

stand against tyranny

and

totalitarian regimes. Fifty Years
later, our Nation remains grateful
for the bravery and sacrifice of our

Korean War veterans.

TheY

defended human freedom,
liberated the oppressed, and
selflessly protected the

democratic ideals that made our
Nation strong. Their etforts reflect
the honorable and decent sPirit of
America. More than 34,000 of

America's service

men

and

women gave their lives in battle in
the Korean War. As we continue
our fight to extend freedom today,

To everyone born in July

we
FOR.YOURJNF,.RMANAN-

National Korean

-

War

Veterans Armistice Day - when
North Korean troops invaded South
Korea on June 25, 1950, the United
States took immediate action to
defend the freedom of a peoPle
unjustly attacked. Leading a coalition
of 20 other countries, American and

South Korean troops fought

to

advance liberty and opportunity and to

overcome cruelty and repression.

More than 1.7 million Americans faced
forbidding terrain and harsh combat in

as Pork ChoP Hill,
Heartbreak Ridge, the Pusan
battles such

Perimeter, and the Chosin Reservoir.
Throughout the conflict, the members

of our Armed Forces demon-strated
extraordinary honor, skill, and
courage.

remember and honor their
sacrifices and those of their

families.

Thanks in large measure to the

veterans of the Korean War,
South Korea today stands as a
shining example of the economic
and social benefits of democracY.

As we

observe

anniversary

of the

the

50th

Armistice,

America looks forward to the daY

when the stability of the Korean
Peninsula is built on Peaceful
reconcilia{ion of North and South.

We pledge to work with the

Republic of Korea to further our
shared values of democracy,

human rights, and free enterPrise.
And we will continue to build upon
the comprehensive and dynamic
relationship between our two
nations to promote peace and

prosperity

on the

Korean
Peninsula and in Northeast Asia.
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presidential elections in December
and the United States in November

IN THE NEWS

next year.

South Korea and the

United

States have officially signed a
bilateral free trade agreement
(FTA), putting an end to the 17month tough negotiations since
February last year.

South Korean Trade Minister
and chief negotiator Kim HYun-

jong and u.s.

Trade
Schwab

Representative Susan
formally signed the FTA at 10:40
a.m. Saturday at the Canon
Building of the U.S. Congress in
Washington, the Foreign Ministry
said.

The two countries worked out
the final details in time to meet the

Earlier, the two countries reached
the agreement in the 11th hour after
an additional negotiations on two
cases from June 22-27, to reflect

seven tightened

requirements,

including labor and the environment,
adopted in the U.S. new trade policy,
although they tentatively settled the
agreement on April 2.

Korean exporters will be able to
increase their share in the U.S.
market, larger than China, JaPan and

ASEAN in combination,

and

consumers will be able to buY goods
from the United States cheaper than
now, an FTA expert said, adding that
domestic entrepreneurs will be able to

cut financing costs in raising capital

expiration deadline

of the U.S.
trade promotion authoritY,

thanks to probable gain of creditability

Co-Rgress

legislation that requires the
to vote only yes or no
on an FTA without seeking

farmers, are expected to be hard hit
by the opening of the market, and

amendments once signed.
This time, the two governments

concerning services markets, such as

and reduced security risk.
But, the agriculture, including cattle

there has been few

discussions

are to launch process to get
ratification of the Pact from

medical and educational sections,
when the broadcasting and telecom
markets are excluded, the exPert

be put into force as scheduled.
However, the leadershiP of the
U.S. House of Representatives
the Democrats
dominated
Friday opposed to the pact, saYing

pointed out.

currently they could not suPPort
the Korea-U.S. FTA, while South

The information that follows applies
only to active duty military service
earnings from 1940 through 2001.
This program adds to Your overall
income factor and maY have little

lawmakers so that the Pact may

by

Koreans have waged violent
demonstrations against the Pact.

As a result, rough sail

is

expected till the Pact will be
ratified by lawmakers in each
country, an observer said.
ln particular, Korea is to hold

SPECIAL MILITARY SS RATE

affect on your actually monthly Social

Security benefit,

as the increased

earnings does not equate to an equal
increase in monthly benefits.

Here's how

the

earnings are credited:

sPecial extra
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SPECIAL MILITARY

SS

RATE CON'T
Service

ln

1978

through 2001

For every $300 in active dutY basic

pay, you are credited with

an

additional $100 in earnings uP to a
maximum of $1,200 a year. lf You

enlisted after September 7, 1980,
and didn't complete at least 24
months of active duty or Your full
tour, you may not be able to receive
the additional earnings. Check with
Social Security for details.

ln 1957 Through 1977

Seruice

You arc credited with $300 in
additional earnings for each
calendar quarter in which you
received active duty basic pay.
Note: The increased earnings
an equal
does not equate
benefits.
in
monthly
increase

to

Senrice

ln

1940 Through 1956

lf you were in the military during this

period, including attendance at a
service academy, you did not PaY

Social Security taxes,

However,

your Social Security record may be
credited with $160 a month in
earnings for military service from

16, 1940, through
31,1956, under the

September
December

following circumstances:

o You were

. disability or injury received
in the line of dutY.
. You are still on active
dutY.
o You are applying for
survivors benefits and the

veteran died while
active dutY.

You cannot receive credit for these
special extra earnings if You are
already receiving a federal benefit

based on the same Years of
service. There is one excePtion: lf

you were on active dutY after
1956, you can still get the sPecial

earnings for 1951 through 1956,
even if you're receiving a military
retirement based on service during
that period.

NATIONAL KWVA

OFFICE OF DiRECTOR--.----=-Votes
Charlotte M Ayers
R028336 1,623 Elected Director,
2007-2010
Thomas S Edwards 1R33145
1,477 Elected Director, 20072010
Lee Dauster R005657 1,374 REElected Director, 2007 -2010
Thomas McHugh 1R07169 1,229
Elected Director, 2007 -2010

honorably

discharged after 90 or more
days of service, or you were
released because of a

on

C Clyde Hooks 1R29987 1,049
First Runner-up

out and catch mY own alligator
and get a pair of shoes for free!"
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Joseph Pirrello 1R07979

1,003

Second Runner-uP

Michael J

GlazzY 1R05656 924

Third Runner-uP
George Elwood 1R27904

738 Last
place Runner-uP
The winners are congratulated and
welcomed to the Board of Directorsor in one case, welcomed to continue
their duties as a Director.
Mrs. Ayers, Mr. Thomas Edwards,
Mr. Dauster, and Mr. McHugh will
1200hrs Central
take office

at

Daylight Time (CDT), June 25, 2007,

and Directors Feaster, McClain,
Morga, will leave with our

appreciation that they served their
terms satisfactorily during a difficult
time.

The new and/or
---ffi

reelected

Directors will be sworn in at the first
rneeting after their election' lf
there is a business-without-a-meeting
called before the next Board meeting

the new Board will be sworn in

bY

The shopkeePer said with a slY
smile, "Well little lady, why don't

you go on and give

it a

huge 9-foot gator

swimming

lry?"

The blonde headed off to the
swamp, determined to catch an
alligator. Later in the daY, as the
shopkeeper is driving home, he
spots the same Young woman
standing waist deeP in the murkY
water, shotgun in hand. As he
brings his car to a stoP, he sees

rapidly toward her. With
lightning reflexes, the Blonde

takes aim, shoots the creature
and hauls it uP onto the sliPPery
bank. Nearby were 7 more dead

all lYing bellY uP.
bank, watching in silent
amazement. The blonde

gators,

The shopkeeper stood on the

struggles mightilY and manages to
flip the gator onto its back. Rolling
eyes heavenward, she

her
THIS ONE'S

screams in frustration, "DARN

!

BAREFOOT,

affidavit.

TOO!"

HUMOR lOI

How many men does it take to
open a beer? None. lt should be

Blonde

in the Everglades

A young blonde woman was driving
through the Florida Everglades while
on vacation. She wanted to take
pair of genuine alligator
home
shoes in the worst waY, but was very
reluctant to pay the high prices the

a

local vendors were asking.
After becoming very frustrated with
the
attitude
Shopkeepers, the Young Blonde
declared, 'Wellthen, maybe l'lljust go

the

of one of

opened by the time she brings it to
the couch.

Disclaimer-The KVWA, Chapter

169,

Lake

County Fl, publishes this newsletter as a service
to its members as well as a public information
source for Veterans afiairs. The comments don't
necessarily reflect the views or the opinions of
the membership, the officers, board of directors'
or the state and national parent organization, nor
does mention of a product or organization imply
endorsement.
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Picture by J. Klawunn
Korean Armistice Day
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NEWS & EVENTS
Written By J. Klawunn

MINUTES OF 08/07

game at Saddle brook in the
Villages. The game is held every
They
each
service play against one another
for eliminations. Again it takes
place in the Villages, so if you
can come out and support your
favorite team.

year on Veterans Day.
have several teams of

be a guest speaker at the next
meeting. They will elaborate on
the softballgame.

Car Show - the 8th Annual Car
Show sponsored by Chapter 188
will be held Sunday November 4,
2007, at the Citrus Tower,
highway 27 in Clermont from
11:00 am to 4:00 pm. For
entertainment there will be a
USO show, so be sure not to
miss it. For more information
call: 352-429-9239.
presented the Chapter with a list
of books on the Korean War.
The books reside in public
places such as the Library etc. lt
was suggested that I run the
titles in our newsletter for any
interested in them.

house approved the

2008

May 17th. One of

the

Defense Authorization

earlier to be thinking

of
Christmas in the middle of the
summer, but it was decided to
have it again at the Mission lnn
and will probably be the 12tn of
December, More to come in the
newsletters to follow.

bill on

components to the bill would
create a cold war victory medal
to recognize US Veterans who
served honorably between Sept
2, 1945 and December 26, 1991.
Thiel was asked to be the editor

thanks goes to Carol Baker for
doing the sewing on the flag
bags. Now the color guard can't
ever lose their gloves. A small
bag was sewn on the flag bag to
put the gloves in for the
ceremonies. Thanks Carolfor all
your hard work.

of the Torra Gold Leaf 24th

lnfantry, Tom has accepted the
position. We know he will make
a good editor. Congratulations
Tom.

Medicare Won't Pay for
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Hospital Mistakes
brought up the fact that elections
November. There was
discussion on the matter and it
was decided to table it for the next

Associated Press

are in

WASHINGTON - Medicare will
stop paying the costs of treating

meeting.

surgical patients and other things
that happen in hospitals that could

infections, falls, objects

left

in

have been prevented.

whether the KWVA 169 would like

a website. The vote was yes it
would be nice. There was a
question about items on the
website, items would include
history of 169, application, meeting
schedule, pictures etc. lf you have
some suggestions email them to
Klawunn99@aol.com.

Happy Birthday

The rule change

announced

this month is among several

initiatives that the administration
says are intended to improve the
accuracy of Medicare's payment
for hospital patients who receive

to encourage
hospitals to improve the quality of
their services.
acute care and

"Medicare payments for
inpatient services will be more
accurate and better reflect the
severity of the patient's condition,"
Herb Kuhn, the acting deputy
commissioner of the federal

Centers

for

Medicare

Medicaid Services, said

and
a

in

statement.

The rule identifies eight
conditions - including three
serious types of preventable
incidents sometimes called "never
events" - that Medicare no longer
will pay for.

To allSepfember people

Those conditions are: objects

left in a patient during

surgery;

blood incompatibility;

FOR YOUR INFORMATION
Federal Charter
11Oth

-

June 25,2007

Congress 1"t Session Bill 51692

to grant a

Federal Charter to the
Korean War Veterans Association was
read and recognized, introduce to the

Judicary Committee.

air

embolism; falls; mediastinitis,
which is an infection after heart
surgery; urinary tract infections
from using catheters; pressure
ulcers, or bed sores; and vascular
infections from using catheters.
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enough evidence to justify taking 45
mg of zinc a day. However, it's worth

Airbags

making sure that your multivitaminand-mineral supplement has the Daily
Value (15 mg) for zinc.

As many as one in 25 previously

damaged

cars may

have

nonworking air bags, says
Christopher Basso of Carfax.
Crooked repair shops steal
functional systems, worth as

much as $3,500,

from

customers' cars, replacing them

with anything from

packing
peanuts to rags. Thieves also lift
air bags from parked cars to sell
on the black market or to body
shops.
Two clues to phony air bags:

by Robert McGinty

l.

Sweet Potatoes

Star

-

A nutritionalAll-

one of the best vegetables you

can- eat. They're loaded with

carotenoids, vitamin C, potassium,
and fiber. Bake and then mix in some
unsweetened applesauce or crushed
pineapple for extra moisture and
sweetness.

The steering wheel "gives" at its

center, and its color doesn't
match the dashboard. lf you're
shopping for a used car, Carfax
offers free air bag deployment
histories

(www.carfax.com/airbaq); you'll

need the vehicle identification
number (VlN).

supplements may help
prevent colds, flu, and similar

Zinc

infections in older people.
randomly
Researchers
assigned 49 healthy people aged
zinc

gluconate (45 mg of zinc a day) or
a placebo. After one year, more of

the placebo takers (88

their bite-size shape makes them
perfect for snacking, dipping, or
salads. They're packed with vitamin C
and vitamin A, ancj yoi.i also get some

fiber, some phytochemicals,

and

(finally) some flavor.

HEALTH TIPS

55 to 87 to take either

2. Grape Tomatoes - They're sweeter
and firmer than other tomatoes, and

percent)
had been diagnosed with a cold,
the flu, or other infections than the
zinc takers (29 percent).
What to do: One study isn't

3. Fat-Free or 1 o/o Milk - (Skim)not
2% Excellent source of calcium,
vitamins, and protein with little or no
artery-clogging fat and cholesterol.
Ditto for low-fat yogurt. Soy milk can
if the
have just as many nutrients

-

company adds them.

4. Broccoli - Lots of

vitamin

C,

carotenoids, and folic acid. Steam it

briefly and add a sprinkle
pepper flakes and a dash

of red
of soy

sauce.
5. Wild Salmon - The omega-3 fats in
fatty fish like wild salmon can help

reduce the risk of sudden-death heart
attacks. And salmon that is caught

wild has fewer PCB
than farmed salmon.

contaminants
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HEALTY FOODS CON'T

6. Crispbreads - Whole-grain

rye

crackers, like Wasa, Ry Krisp, and
Ryvita

usually called crispbreads

are-loaded with fiber and often

-fat-free.

7. Microwaveable (or "10-minute")

Brown Rice Enriched white rice

is

nutritionally weak. You lose the
fiber, magnesium, vitamins E and B6, copper, zinc, and phytochemicals
that are in the whole grain. Try
quick-cooking or regular brown rice
instead.

8. Citrus Fruit - Great-tasting and
rich in vitamin C, folic acid, and
fiber. Perfect for a snack or dessert.
Try different varieties: juicy
Minneola oranges, snack-size
Clementines, or tart grapefruit.

9. Diced Bgtternut Squash -

A

growing number of food stores sell

peeled, seeded, cut, and ready to
into the oven, into a stir-fry, or

go

into-a soup or risotto, that is

bags
Every
fiber and

of diced butternut squash.half cup has 5 grams of

payloads of vitamins A and C.

10. Spinach or Kale - Loaded with
vitamin C, carotenoids, calcium

KOREAN WAR BOOKS OF
,NIERESI - Submitted by Donald

Good

.

Conflict ( History of the Korean
War)
o A Short History of the Korean War

.
.
.
.
.

Korean War - Uncertain Victory
White Tigers
Korean War History
Korea - The First War we Lost
The Victors
o The Hidden History of the
Korean War

Most of the books listed you can
find in the Public Libraries. There
will be more books in the issues to
follow.

Automated lnformation
Sysfems
Call 1-800-349-9457
Submitted by Robert McGinty
How to request your Prescription
Refills, check on Appoinlments
and Billing lnformation. Through
our Automated I nformation
services phone system.
lf you have a touch tone phone
or cell phone you may request
prescription refills, check on future
appointments and even the status
of your billing through our toll free
number listed above.
You will reach a recording that
will instruct you to: lnput your
Social Security Number followed
by the pound sign #. You will be
instructed to:
Press (1) - checking on

Appointments

Press (2) - for Pharmacy
Press (3) -Accounts Balance
Press(*) - Correct SSN
number
After pressing" 2" for
Pharmacy you will then be asked
to:
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Automated

lnformation

Sysfems Con't

right now!!!"
Then I hear the person say
nervously... "Listen, l'll have to
call you back. There's an idiot

Press (1) - request a refill of a
prescription

in the other stall who keeps

Press (2) - to check on the status
of a prescription
Press (8)

-

for me but I figured I could just be
polite and end the conversation. I
tellthem "No........1'm a little busy

answering all my questions
Cell phones, don't you just
love them.

if you wish to speak to

a Pharmacist
Submitted by Mr. Sievers

After press "2" you will be asked to
enter the prescription number
followed by the "#" key.
Press (4)

-

for pharmacy options

Press (2)

-

for refills by voice Mail.

.:.',,,,,,::,,,,:,,,,,:
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Lionelwas in his early 50's, retired
from the Air Force, and started a
second career. However, he just
couldn't seem to get to work on
time.

Every day 5, 10, 15 minutes
late. But he was a good worker,

: -.,;,#-,

HUMOR
This could happen to you

I

was barely sitting down when I
a voice from the other stall

heard

saying: "Hi, how are you?"

I'm not the type to start

conversation

in the

restroom but

don't know what got into me, so

a
I
I

answered, somewhat embarrassed,

"Doin' just fine!"
And the other person says:

"So what are you up to?"
What kind of question is that? At

that point, I'm thinking this is

too

bizarre so I say: "Uhhh, l'm like you,

just traveling!"
At this point I am just trying to get
out as fast as I can when I hear
another question. "Can I come
over?"
Ok, this question is just too weird

real sharp, so the Boss was in a
quandary about how to deal with
it. Finalli,. one day he called him
into the office for a talk.
"Lionel, I have to tell you, I like
your work ethic, you do a bang-up
job, but you're being late so often
is quite bothersome."

"Yes, I know Boss, and I am

working on it."

'Well good, you are a

team

player, that's what I like to see.
It's odd though, you're coming in
late. I know you're retired from
the Air Force. What did they say if
you came in late there?"

"They said, "Good

morning,

General."
Disclaimer-The KWVA, Chapter 169, Lake
County Fl, publishes this newsletter as a seNice
to its members as well es a public information
source for Veterans affairs. The comments don't
necessarily reflect the views or the opinions of
the membership, the officers, board of directors,
or the state and national parent organization, nor
does mention of a product or organization imply
endorsement.
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NEWS & EVENTS

meeting; if you loose it there
might be a slight donation to
replace it.

Written By J. Klawunn

MINUTES OF 07/07

Thiel Secretary He has
if you have an
email address please add
requested that

Morford received a certificate of
excellence and a medallion for
his services for his participation
in fund raising for the Chapter.
Congratulations Ted, good job,
everyone who participated in the

daisy sales, everyone did a
fantastic job, despite Paul
Russell getting kidnapped to

Miami. Thanks to Jack Gleason,
Paul Russell,
Canale,
Chariles White, Ted Jensen, Ed
Pilarski, Ted Medford, Gunther
Noder, and Harold Sievers. I am
sure I missed someone, the turn
out for both publix's was great,
again thanks for all your hard
work,

Art

have been taken for the
ceremonies at the Veterans

Park will be on the Web. My
email address is on page 1 of
the newsletter, if you would like
the address of the pictures.
Chapter 169 now has name tags
for the meetings, thanks to the
artistic efforts of Tom Thiel. lt
has been discussed that you
should return your name tag to
Sgt at Arms at the end of the

tthielS@comcast.net

to

your

address book. Thank you.

talked about Embarq giving out
free phones while they last. See
the article under Free Phones in
this newsletter for explanation.
Veterans Park

There was quit a crowd on the
4ft of July at the Veterans Park in
Lady Lake. K ruA Chapter 169
Color Guard was out in full, They
did an excellent job under the
guidance of Paul Russell.
On July 27, Korean War
Armistice Day, the Color Guard
was at the Veterans Park. They
did a terrific job presenting the
colors to the audience. The
guest speaker that day was
Eddie Ko, a Korean War Veteran
himself, had good story to tell.
Thanks to the color guard
who did a great job in presenting
the colors at the ceremonies.
There should be two articles
regarding
Korean War
Veteran ceremony
the
Graybeard and the Veterans
Post. So keep you eyes open.

the

in

50/50 wining ticket was Dick

Campbell, president of consumer
markets, EMBARQ. "This is why
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Pfahler. I tried to bribe Ed Pilawski

so I could win the 50/50 but
guess it didn't work, last time I
I

ever believe him.

Christmas Party, DOF

Board
Meeting, Reno National Meeting.

Happy Birthday

EMBARQ and the Home Safety
Council have developed these
free wallet-sized cards."
To prepare for emergencies,
HSC strongly recommends having

a corded landline phone, which is
a phone that does not require
electricity.

"Corded landline phones will
continue to operate if the power
goes out at your home," said
Appy. "lt is often the most reliable
source of communication in an
emergency."

To help customers in its
southern states, EMBARQ has
instituted the free Corded Phone
Give Away Program. Customers
in South Florida, Central Florida,
North Carolina and South Carolina

can pick up a free corded phone
at any local EMBARQ retail store
(while supplies last),

To everyone born in July.
CAR KEY ALARM

FOR YOUR INFORMATION
EMBARQ FREE PHONES
Communication is key to staying safe

during severe weather threats. With
some simple preparation and the
proper supplies, families will be able
to keep in contact and stay aware of

the latest weather developments
during an emergency.

'When an emergency occurs, the
first thing people often reach for is a
phone to call their loved ones, As a
communication company, we can help

people prepare, especially

when

staying connected by phone may be
an individual's lifeline," said Harry

Here's a little tip for everyone. Put
your car keys beside your bed at
night. lf you hear a noise outside
your home or someone trying to
get in your house, just press the
panic button for your car. The
alarm will be set off and the hom
will continue to sound until either

you turn it off or the car battery

dies. This tip came from

a

neighborhood watch coordinator.
Next time you come home for the
night and you start to put your

keys away, think of this: lfs a
security alarm system that you

probably already have

and

requires no installation. Test it. lt
willgo off ftom most everywhere
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inside your house and will keep
honking until your battery runs
down or until you reset it with the
button on the key fob chain. lt
works if you park in your driveway
or garage. lf your car alarm goes
off when someone is trying to
break in your house, odds are the

burglar

or

rapist won't

stick

around.... After a few seconds all
the neighbors will be looking out
their windows to see who is out

there and sure enough the
criminal won't want that. And,
remember to carry your keys while
walking to your car in a parking
lot.. The alarm can work the same

Holley said

the operation is

important to the Navy because this
project shows they are supported by
the community and it brings them a
little closer to home.
Operation Popcorn is a gift
donation by the Boy Scouts of
America and the Weaver Popcorn
company of lndiana, Each year, Cub

Scouts and Boy Scouts

across

America sell popcorn door to door to
raise money for their clubs and this
year they provided a portion of their
donations to support the military
service members.
"This gift donation will be a big
surprise for so many Sailors," said

Chief Operations Specialist (SW)
William Small, assigned to Flint. "l
think it is excellent to see what the

way there.
On a lighter Note:

Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts of
America are doing for us. We
appreciate their great efforts to

OPERATION POPCORN

By Mass

Communication
Specialist 2nd Class Maebel
Tinoko, Fleet Public Affairs Center

Det. Northwest USNS FLINT, At
Sea (NNS) - More than 3,000
cases of popcorn were shipped to

Military Sealift Command (MSC)
ammunition ship USNS Flint (T-

AE 32) as part of

be part of a project this huge and it will
make a difference to so many Sailors."

Operation

Popcorn on July 20-21.

The popcorn c€rses will

be

shipped to Sailors deployed in the
U.S. 7th Fleet area of operations

in support of Exercise Valiant
Shield. An additional 4,000 cases
of popcorn will be sent to

the

Army and Air Force.
"Our ship received 82 pallets of
microwave popcorn and [it]will be

delivered to Sailors who are
currently deployed,' said Capt.

Robert Holley. "l think it is great to

continue to support our troops."

For one Sailor, it brought back
childhood memories of being part of
the Boy Scouts of America.
"l used to be a Boy Scout and it is
great to see that they continue to do
good things for the community," said
Operations Specialist

2nd

Class

James Day. "Sailors out there will see

the support coming from the home
front and it will be a huge morale
booster."

For other Sailors, the project
showed tremendous appreciation from
the community.
think Operation Popcorn will
many Sailors feel
make
appreciated for what they are doing,"
said Operations Specialist 2nd Class

'l

so

Kalvin Curry. "This shows that there
are many people who care about us
and what we do for our country."

PfSD UPDATE:
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Tri-Care Co-Payments

to take part in a new

A two-year test authorized by the

2007

Veterans

returning from combat zones in
Afghanistan and lraq can soon opt

National

Defense
Authorization Act now allows Tricare
beneficiaries to substitute over-thecounter (OTC) versions of certain

prescription drugs without a
copayment. For now, the test
includes the Tricare Mail Order
Pharmacy (TMOP) only. Plans call

expansion to retail network
pharmacies once program details
are ironed out. "The drugs included
in this test initially are among the

for

most widely prescribed-

those

treating gastro-intestinal disorders,"

said Army MG Elder

Granger,
Tricare
Management Activity. Known as
"proton pump inhibitors," this class
medications includes the

post-

traumatic stress disorder (PTSD)
treatment program at the Veterans
Home of California at Yountville. A
$5,6 million private grant provided
by will cover the fundamental costs

of the program

an enterprise of

- Tides
San Francisco's

supervised

by the

Center
California

Department of Veterans Affairs

and keep

it up and running for

three years, according to a press

release from

the

California

Department of Veterans Affairs.
Called "The Pathway Home," the
program will counsel and treat
veterans facing a range of mental

Deputy Director,

health issues including posttraumatic stress disorder. The

of

a host of professionals,

prescription drugs
Prevacid, Aciphex,

Nexiurn,

Protonix,

Zegerid and Prilosec.

Under
receiving

the test, beneficiaries

a

prescription proton

pump inhibitor are eligible to receive
Prilosec OTC, the only proton pump
inhibitor available over the counter.

The Department of Defense
Pharmacy and Therapeutic
Committee found there is no
significant clinical

difference

between Prilosec OTC and its
prescription-only counterparts. "By
requesting that their doctors

prescribe

the OTC

version,

beneficiaries can save money on

their copay, and there is the
additional potential to save the
government money as well," said
Granger. OTCs are generally less
expensive-by as much as 400% in
some cases.

program wlll offer assistance from
including
PTSD counselors. doetors, nurses,
therapists, physical
therapists and dietitians. Steve
Schilling, special representative for
the Vets Home, said the program
will cost approximately $1.25

family

million annually, adding that Fred
Gusman of the Veterans Atfairs
Palo Alto Health Care System will
direct the enterprise. The program,
to be launched in AUG 07, will be
held at Madison Hall on Vets

and

Home grounds
can
accommodate up to 40 people at a
Marcella McCormack,
administrator of the Vets Home,
said veterans will reside at the

time.

Vets Home for treatment from 30
to 120 days and then return to

their

communities.

After

the

completion of treatment, she said,
veterans will keep in close contact

with program counselors.
Veterans Home of California

The
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located at 180 California Drive can be
contacted by mail or phone
P.O.

at

The gentleman at the counter,
after offering his condolences,
asked Lena what she would like to
say about Ole. Lena replied, "You

Box 1200, Yountville, California
94599 Tel: (707) 944-4541 Fax (707)

yust put 'Ole died."'

9444542

said, "That's it? Just 'Ole died?'
Surely, there must be something
more you'd like to say about Ole.
it's money you're concerned
about, the first five words are free.
We must say something more."

lf

HUMOR
It is time for Lena and Ole

o Lena called the

The

gentleman, somewhat perplexed,

So Lena pondered for a

airlines

few

minutes and finally said, 'O.K,
You yust put 'Ole died. Boat for
salg."'

information desk and inquired, "How
long does it take to fly from Wausau
to Green Bay?" "Just a minute," said
the busy clerk. "Vell, said Lena, "if lt
has to go dat fast, I tink I'll yust take
da bus."

. Ole and Lars were on their
very first train ride. They had

.

the train entered a long,
tunnel. "Have you eaten

The judge had just awarded a
divorce to Lena, who had charged
non-support. He said to Ole, "l have
decided to give your wife $400 a
month for support." "Vell, dat's fine,
Judge," said Ole. "And vunce in a
vhile I'll try to chip in a few bucks,
myself."

r

Lars asked Ole, "Do ya know da
difference between a Norvegian and
a canoe?" "No, I don't," said Ole. "A
canoe will sometimes tip," explained
Lars.

brought along bananas for lunch.
Just as they began to peel them,
dark
your
banana yet?" Ole asked excitedly.

i.lo," repiied Lars. "Veii,

touch

yust took vun bite and vent blind!"

o

Ole bought Lena a piano for
her birthday. A few weeks later,
Lars inquired how she was doing

with it. "Oh," said Ole, 'l
persuaded her to svitch to a
clarinet." "How come," asked

Lars? "Vell," Ole

answered,

"because vith a clarinet she can't

.

sing."

nearing Minneapolis when Ole put his
hand on Lena's knee. Giggling, Lena
said,"Ole, you can go a little farther

So much for Lena and Ole, till
next time.

Ole and Lena got married. On
their honeymoon trip they were

now if ya vant to." So Ole drove to
Duluth.

o

Ole died. So Lena went to the
local paper to put a notice in the
obituaries.

cjon'i

it den," Ole exclaimed. "l

DisclaimerThe 1(v\ /A, Chapter 169, Lake
County Fl, publishe8 lhis newsletter as a service
to ib members as well as a public information
source for Veterans afiairs. The commenB don't
neces8arily reltect the views or the opinions of
the membeBhip, the officers, board of diroctors,
or the stiate and national parent organization, nor
does mention of a product or organization imply
endorsement.
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NEWS AND EVENTS
By J. Klawunn

Burke of Leesburg. Welcome to
the Chapter, it was a pleasure to
meet you at the meeting.

Remembered

11

-

Researchers
have long known that the
memory of events fade with
time. Experts have named this
phenomenon:
flashbulb
memory. As time passes, we
details,
'umble
gets jumbled, and
-.-..hronology
sometimes we reexamine the
past to make it more coherent,
more meaningful. We know this
not the
kind
memory
important one. Some events will
solder themselves within our
consciousness and change the
world the way we see it forever.
These kinds of events will stop

with the

is

of

a moment; part of
you will insist this hasn't

your life of

the

other part
you
to move on. Most
demands
of us know neither is an option.
On that day September 11,
2001, four U.S planes hijacked
by terrorist crashed into the
World Trade Center, the
happened,

Pentagon

and a field

in

Pennsylvania killing nearly 3,000
people in a matter of hours. We
remembered those people who
left their families behind, the
friends and co workers who felt

the

national tragedy

on

a

Emergency

personal gathered from all over
the country to search for missing
friends, relatives, co-workers.
September 11, 2007 at the
Veterans Park in Lady Lake, we
paid tribute to all the Americans
who have lost family and loved
ones, to the emergency personal
who endlessly searched for coworkers, friends, and relatives.
Correction from last newsletter, it
will be December 19,2007 at the
Mission lnn starting at 11:15.
The cost will be $16.00 for hot
buffet and $13.00 for cold buffet.
Enclosed in the newsletter will
be a slip of paper to fill out and
return to Tom Thiel 19147 Park
Pl. Blvd, Eustis Florida 32726. lf
you have any questions please
call Bob McGinty at 352-742-

1901.

All

monies must

be

received by December 1, 2007.

Guest Speaker will

be

Eric

Walker, Navy Recruiter.
October 6,2007 KWVA Chapter
169 will be at the Memorabilia
show at the Hacienda in the
Villages from 10:00 till 2:00 pm.
lf you have never been there it is
quit interesting
see the
different items on display
through all the wars.

to

Tony Falo spoke on behalf of

people in need of our Chapter.
Thanks Carol.
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News Cont.

the

Villages Veterans

Day
robin.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Services Softball round
They have a two day event for
Veterans Day this year. Last
year was a great success they
needed two days this year. Tony
if the color guard could
present the colors. He will work
with Paul Russellon that.

asked

thon - The membership agreed
to donate 100.00 to the Vision
lmpaired Walk A thon, they also
agreed to donate 150.00 to the
Senior Center. Apparently

everyone thought

we

check.

up with the idea to have our
members speak in regards to
their experiences at the Korean
War. There speech will be
approx. 10 - 15 minutes long,
and can be of any experience
they have had in the war. A sign
up sheet was passed around.
made

laptop quilts for the veterans in
veteran's homes. She has about
50 of these laptop quilts that
have not been disturbed, and is

hoping

to give some to

ALL
SEPTEMBER

BORN

lF

had

already donated to them, but
soffiaildrcre aloiig the lines there
was a communication break
down. So we fonvard them a

her quilting group have

TO

the

INJURED RESERVE LIST

Brooks Gusman and

Tom

Gureva. Our Prayers are with
you and your families.
FOR YOUR

INFORMAflN

Volu nteer organization lifts
spirits of wounded veterans

By Master Sgt. Scott Wagers
Air Force Link
KAISERSLAUTERN, Germany
(AFPN) Within a week of
sustaining injuries in lraq and

being airlifted to

Landstuhl
Regional Medical Center, a Marine

diesel mechanic finds

himself

being taken to Sunday brunch by

an Air Force NCO Academy
instructor and his family.

Moving slowly with the aid of a
cane past intricately organized food
displays at the Ramstein Air Base

Officeis Club, Cpl. Wayne
Lukasik pauses, plate in hand, halfway between a short order line for
grilled waffles and a refrigerated
buffet of freshly sliced fruits.

"There's so much food, I can't
decide where to start," he said.
"This definitely beats the food back
in AlAsad."
As an outpatient at LRMC,
located near Ramstein Air Base,

Germany, Corporal

,..1

-

Lukasik
received word about an Air Force
volunteer organization called

"Mission: Just Us" that focuses on

boosting morale for wounded
service members returning from
down range.

Four days a week, military and

civilian personnel from

the
Kaiserslautern Military Community

volunteer their off-duty time and
privately owned vehicles to provide
LRMC outpatients such as Corporal
Lukasik with free transportation to

local restaurants and

at a dormitory for
announcing the organization's
Lukasic
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base

shopping outlets. On Sundays each

week, the recently chartered nonprofit organization picks up the tab
for brunch at the Officer's Club.
Master Sgt. Joel Shepherd, an
Air Force instructor who teaches at
the nearby Kisling NCO Academy,

learned about the organization's
need for volunteers through a local
newspaper article and saw it as a
unique opportunity to interact with

Soldiers and Marines.

Sergeant Shepherd, with his
wife Erica and 3-year-old daughter
Lei Lani in tow, picked up Corporal

outpatients near LRMC. Flyers

weekly agenda, along with pick-up
times and locations are posted in
the hospital dorms to cue residents
about the free chaperoned trips into
the localcommunity.
That morning, a half dozen other
wounded servicemembers billeted
at the temporary lodging facility
showed up at the rally point and

shuffled

into cars driven by

volunteers.

Sergeant Shepherd reflected on

the 1S-minute commute to brunch
where he became acquainted with
the 23-year-old Marine from Cherry
Point, N.C.

"Listening to Wayne talk about
some of the things happening on the
ground in lraq made the hairs on my
arm stand up," he said.
ln between bites of his breakfast,

- the twO-year veteran Marine with

ornately tattooed forearms further
described to the Air Force instructor
and his family how his deployment
foiled his wedding plans and why his
subsequent injuries could make
simple tasks, like playing batt with
his young son, very difficult.
really puts things into
perspective," Sergeant Shepherd

"lt

said.

At a nearby breakfast table two
Army Airborne lnfantry soldiers, with
legs wrapped in casts and Ace
bandages, ate western omelets and

compared notes

on

fighting
insurgents in lraq and Afghanistan.
Even though patients have

access to a recreation center, an
lnternet cafe and an entertainment
club for use during free time

between medical appointments,
they said they appreciated the
opportunity presented by Mission:

spends nearly every SaturdaY and
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Just Us for a change in pace from

a

Sunday interacting

with

outpatients'

"Once I started volunteering I
hospital setting ,ihere' their stay
stop," she said. "They're
couldn't
which can sometimes range
- from

iust good company to be around'"
weeks.
LRMCaverages455outpatientsSecondLt.CaymanKokaram,
permonth.acommunicationsofficerat
ln 2005, an Air Force senior Ramstein AB, began volunteering
NCO, upon visiting a friend at for Mission: Just us in 2006 in
Landstuhl hospital, realized the honor of his father, an Army
opportunitytoprovidepatientswithveteranwhowasoftendeployed.
"He went to almost every
access to the iocal community and
incursion we had, and not
military
founded the Mission: Jusi Us
organizationseeinghimoftenbutseeinghim
a
Now, with a dedicated pool of come back safe every time was
injured
the
good
Seeing
relief.
some 80 volunteers - mostly active
duty Airmen, family members and soldiers over here feels like I'm
giving back," he said'
civiiians from Ramstein Air Base After being taken to -a *t
recently
organization
the non-profit
t"ti"lt"nt tnai
Ramstein-are"
enables
which
chartered,
became
for free
veterans
feeds wounded
them to conduct fundraisers.
outpatient
nights,
current president of Mission: on Tuesday
get--Jryln
the '1st

one to two

donated to the organization goes

Von,-9f
Division, admitted that
being cared for by a group of

Sundays.

said.

Us, btan Sgt. -LsKeesha - Army,
- Just
Holmes, said 100 perient of money Cavalry

to
usually
him a
made
wife'
his
by
only
done
own
their
Because volunteers use
resources to provide transportation bit uneasy'
and fund their own meais when "l'm very independent and I've
dining with patients at local always taken care of other people'
resta-urants, there are no Coming here and being
people
administrative costs involved. About surrounded by you good
but
uncomfortable,
feel
me
makes
60 outpatients a month accept
good
he
way,"
in
a
uncomfortable
invitations for the brunch on

wounded serv-ice members. volunteers, something

"The unique thing about our Air
Force organization is that most
recipients of our volunteer efforts
are Soldiers and Marines," said

Sergeant Holmes,

a

suPPlY

technician assigned to the 435th
Material Maintenance Squadron at
Sembach Air Base.

Sergeant Holmes also
spending off-duty time to

said
helP

wounded veterans is addictive. She

HUMOR 101

THE BOX UNDER BILL &
HILLARY'S BED
When Bill and Hillary first got
married Bill said, "l am Putting a
box under the bed. You must
promise never to look in it."

,
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took them to the recycling center
and redeemed them for cash."

ln all their 30 years of marriage,

Hillary never looked.

On

the

afternoon of their 30th anniversary,
curiosity got the best of her and she
lifted the lid and peeked inside. ln

the box were 3 empty beer cans
and $81 ,874.25 in cash.

She closed the box and put it
back under the bed. Now that she
knew what was in the box, she was
doubly curious as to why there even
was such a box with such contents.
That evening, they were out for a
special anniversary dinner.

After dinner, Hillary could

no

longer contain her curiosity and she
confessed, saying, "l am so sorry,

Bill. For all these years, I kept my
promise and never looked into the
box under our bed. However, today
the temptation was too much and I

gave in. But now I need to know,
why do you keep the 3 beer cans in
the box?"
Bill thought for a while and said,
"l guess after all these years you

deserve

to know the

o Law of the Workshop
Any tool, when dropped, will roll to
the least accessible corner.
o Law of Probability
The probability of being watched
is directly proportionalto the
stupidity of your act.
o Law of the Telephone
lf you dial a wrong number, you
never get a busy signal.
o Law of the Alibi
lf you tell the boss you were late
for work because you had a flat
tire, the very next morning you will
have a flat tire.

o Variation Law

lf

.

truth.

Whenever I was unfaithful to you,

I

put an empty beer can in the box
under the bed to remind myself not
to do it again."
Hillary was shocked, but said,

"Hmmm, Jennifer, Paula

.

by your

behavior.
However, since you are addicted to

sex I guess it does happen and I
guess 3 times is not that bad
considering your problem."

Bill thanked her for being so
understanding. They hugged and
made their peace. A little while later
Hillary asked Bill, "So why do you
have allthat money in the box?"
Bill answered: 'Well, whenever
the box filled up with empty cans, I

you change lines (or traffic
!anes), the one you were in will
start to Move faster than the one
you are in now.
Lawofthe Bath
When the body is fully immersed
in water, the telephone rings.
Law of Close Encounters

The

probability

of

meeting

someone you know increases
dramatically when you are with
someone you don't want to be

and

Monica. I am very disappointed and

saddened

LAWS OF LIFE

seen with.

o Law of the Result
When you try to prove to someone
that a machine won't work, it will.
o Law of Bio Mechanics
The severity of the itch is inversely
proportional to the reach.

.

LawoftheTheater

At an event, the people

whose
seats are furthest from the aisle

arrive last.
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NEWS & EVENTS
By T. Thiel

o Flag Presented - John Yohn
presented a flag donated to
#169 by Carolyn Williams of

36027 E. Spring Lake Blvd.,
Fruitland Park, FL, 34731, in
honor of her late husband,
Robert Williams, who served in
the Navy during the Viet Nam
era. Thank you letter to be sent
to Ms. Williams by Sec/Treas.

.

New Member - Robert P.
Grebe, 735 S. Hwy. 441, Lady
Lake, FL 32159, introduced.
Mr. Grebe served in the 808th
E.A.B., in Korea from Dec.
1950 to Dec. 1951. He holds
the Bronze Star citation.

.

Vision Walk-a-Thon -Paul
Russell reported the Vision

Walk-a-Thon raised $30,000 at
the Lake Sumter Community
College Event.

. Christmas

Party
Christmas Party is December
19, 2007, at Mission lnn, lower

level. Eric Walker,

Navy
Recruiter to be speaker. Bob
McGinty manager. Start time
11:30, be there at 11:15. Cost:
$16/hot;$13/cold. Dec. 1 cutoff
for receipt of reservations and
payment
Sec/Treas. Our
sister chapter 188 willjoin us.

to

. Florida

Veterans
Resources Guide. Provides a

wealth of information regarding
benefits to veterans. For online
information www.fl oridavets.org
or 850-407-1 533.

.

Veterans Day- Art Canale

will be doing a show in the
Villages, and the color guard
will be presenting the colors at

the

softball game

on

the

Saddlebrook field. Shirts and
caps for the color guard were

provided

by the

Villages.

Softball game will be on Nov.
10.

. Guest Speakers- Ted
Morford and Charlie White are in
charge of guest speakers. The
speakers will consist of members

presenting

their Korean

War

experiences. Time limit will be 10
15 minutes. There will be two
per meeting, a sign up sheet was
passed around.

-

.

Graybeards Magazine
passed around old coPies
provided by Jake Feaster. Thiel,
consider
National ruVVA.
Secffreas Thiel will handle
mailing to national if members
so desire.

explained need

joining

to

o

Veterans Park in Leesburg Richard Phalen raised issue of
renaming a Leesburg City Park a
Veterans Park. Rails to trails
money available because trail
park.
passes through
Leesburg Mayor receptive.

the
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Wounded Warrior Project

NEWS CON'T
Thiel supported Mr. Phalen by
saying that all of his previous
requests at #169 meetings have
met silence and no support from
Chapter. We do an avyful lot in
the Villages; none in Leesburg,
which is where the Chapter
officially resides. While not
intended as a criticism of the
Village's effort, nevertheless,

#169 should get behind Mr.
Phalen and support his efforts.
Letter to be sent by President
Canale to Leesburg Mayor.

-

MISC
Canned goods
collection. Bring to November
Meeting. Carl Cain agreed to
take to Leesburg Food Bank.
Joe Gruber has taken over the
Daisy Sales program from
Jackie. Sieldman won the 50/50.

FOR YOUR

INFORMATON
F Wounded Warrior Project

To raise the

awareness and
enlist the public's aid for the
needs of severely injured service
help
severely injured service
members aid and assist each
other, and to provide unique,
direct programs and services to
meet their needs.

men and women, to

began when several individuals

took small, inspired actions to
help others in need. One night
while watching the evening
news, veterans and brothers
were moved by stories of the
first wounded service members
returning home from
Afghanistan and lraq. They
realized that something
needed to be done for these
brave individuals beyond the
brass bands and ticker tape
parades. They wanted to
provide tangible support for the
severely wounded to help them

on the road to heal

both

physically and mentally. What

they viewed as a

small

contribution compared with

what the warriors had
sacrificed, is now WWP's
signature program;

WWP

backpacks delivered bedside
to wounded warriors.
Wounded Warrior Project is
committed to expanding and
promoting the field of veterans'
advocacy. The WWP
professional staff and board of

directors have

literally
hundreds of years of combined
experience in this noble and
rewarding profession. With
many of our Vietnam veterans
reaching retirement age, it is
critical that we help to ensure
that men and women with the

compassion, integrity

and

tenacity join our ranks. ln the
last issue of the AAR, I
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announced that WWP would
work with other organizations to
hire and train 100 new veteran
advocates in the next five
years. l'm happy to announce

that WWP has signed

a

Memorandum of Understanding
with the Veterans of Foreign
Wars (VFW) to train and

accredit \AAtVP's service

professionals. l'm proud that the
organization of combat
veterans would recognize the
outstanding work of the WWP

service staff and form an
alliance to provide world class
service to our wounded warriors
and their families.

benefits, protection to
current and former members
of the military and their
families.

TALLAHASSEE

Governor
Charlie Crist today ceremoniallY
signed four bills to increase
employment opportunities and
provide additional proPertY tax
relief for Florida's veterans. The
Governor also signed legislation
offer emergency financial
assistance to certain military
families and increased civil
penalties for misusing the name
or image of a service member.
"The brave men and women
of our Armed Forces deserve

to

our deepest

gratitude

and

utmost support," said Governor

Crist. "They protect the freedoms
we enjoy every day, and their
that
sacrifice reminds
freedom is not free."
Gov. Charlie Crist signs
Senate Bill 116 which increases
penalties that can be
imposed on people who profit by
using the names and images of
service members without their
consent. Looking on (from right)
Maria Sachs (D-Delray
Beach)), Tammy Wise, Maj.
Gen. Douglas Burnett, Adjutant
Florida, Paige
General
Kreegel (R-Punta Gorda) and
Stan Jordan (R-Jacksonville).
(Courtesy Photo) Governor Crist
Rear
was joined today
Admiral LeRoy Collins Jr.,
executive director of the Florida
Department of Veterans' Affairs,
General Douglas Burnett of the
Florida Department of Military
Affairs and bill sponsors Senator
Jeff Atwater (R-Palm Beach) and
Representatives Stan Jordan (RJacksonville), Paige Kreegel (RPunta Gorda) and Maria Sachs
(D-Delray Beach). Summaries
of the new legislation are as
follows:
1026, Ad
Senate
Valorem Tax/Disabled Veterans

us

the

are

of

by

Bill

Provides additional

tax relief to

ProPertY

veterans with

disabilities.
combat-related
Veterans are eligible for property
tax exemptions equal to the
percentage of their disabilities if
they are over the age of 65 and
were Florida residents at the

'We are so grateful to those
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time they joined the military. This
exemption
applied to the
property value once all other
exemptions are assessed.
House Bill 699, Preference in
Public Employment for Veterans
Makes the hiring preference
given to veterans applying for
positions
state

is

-

within

government portable. Prior to
this law veterans could only use
the preference once.
"American veterans choose to
live a life of service and to stand
for freedom," said Governor
Crist. "These patriots bear true
allegiance to our flag and all it
represents, and we will make
certain that when they return
from active duty, they can put
their talents to use in the civilian
workforce and fully partake in the
American
dream of
homeownership."
Senate B,ll 148, Relating to
Service Members Dependent
Assistance Provides needbased emergency financial
assistance to members of the
military and their families for up
120 days after service
memberc leave active
duty. The financial assistance is
distributed through the Family
Readiness Program within the
Department of Military Affairs
and can be used for housing and
other living expenses, vehicles,
equipment
renovations
necessary
meet. ,disability
needs and for health care.

to

or
to

military families who have
stood by and supported our
service men and women in
times of war and times of
peace," said Governor Crist.
"They serve on behalf of all
Floridians, and this legislation
is one way we can thank them
for their service and sacrifice."
Senate Bill 116, Relating to

the Robert A. Wise Military

-

Protection Act lncreases the
penalties that can be imposed
on people who profit by using
the names and images of
service members without their
consent.
"This legislation will
protect the integrity of those
who have stepped fonrard to
take the oath of alliance as
members of America's Armed
Forces," said Governor Crist.
"We will not allow men and
women who have given their
lives for the sake
our
freedom - or who are willing to
do so - to be degraded so that
others may profit. We will honor
their sacrifice and protect their
good names."
"We are eternally thankful
for the commitment of those in
uniform who protect and defend
our freedom
home and
abroad," said Govemor Crist.
"While we can never truly repay them for their sacrifice.'

of

at
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Vets coalition should get
patriotic priority
By A TIMES EDITORIAL
Published October 23, ZOOT

The park bears their name, so it
is not unreasonable for veterans
ask for
little special
consideration when they gather
for special events. And the
Hernando County Commission
should be eager to grant that
request today as a coalition of
veterans' organizations appeals
for its help.
Members of the Veterans
Roundtable, which
an
umbrella group of all veterans
groups in the county, is asking
the commission to ensure that
events they have planned for

to

a

is

Veterans Memorial Park

in

Spring Hill are given priority on
Veterans Day, Memorial Day
and POWMIA Day. ln addition,
the veterans are asking that the
commission set aside an area in
the park where they can place
plaques, benches and other

memorials

to honor

the
accomplishments and memories
of their members.
The idea makes so much
sense it is a wonder it has not
been proposed since the park,
located at the corner of Spring
Glenridge drives,
opened in 1993. This is a great
consolidate the
ceremonies on those veteranspecific holidays, rather than
trying to coordinate the timing

Hill and
way to

and logistics of attending severat
throughout the county. lt also
should increase the impact of
those somber services, which
are as necessary and relevant
today as ever.
And setting aside a special
place in the 21-acre park for
visitors to offer their
remembrances is much more
than a convenience; it also is a
suitable acknowledgment of the
sacrifices of those who have
gone before them.
The only anticipated:cost to
the public will be time the parks
and Recreation Department staff
will spend cleaning up after an
event on those three veterans'

holidays,

as well as

routine

landscaping of the designated
memorial area. The commission
should be pleased to make that
perpetual commitment on behalf
of all taxpayers in the county.

HOMOR 101
How can you get four suits for a
dollar?
How do we know the Indians
were the first people in North
America?

If a long dress is evening wear,
what isa'suit of armor?
,,i

Ansu,rm: Buy a deck of cards. 2. They had
reservations. 3. Silverware
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NEWS & EVBNTS
Written By J. Klawunn

MINUTES OF 11/07

Guest

-

*

Art

Ed Moravetz, from AF
Mosquito K6, Korea 1950 - 1952
Canale - Reported
on various activities that took
place during Veterans Day at
the Villages. He just couldn't
understand why he couldn't be
in three places at once.

*

Color Guard

-

Helped

sister Chapter 188 at the Citrus
Tower. Huge thanks to the color

.t

Christmas Party

December 19,2007 Mission lnn
Lower Level. Erick Walker navy
recruiter will be speaker that day.
Bob McGinty is manager. There
are a total of 58 people showing
up for the party. For direction
contact Bob McGinty 352-7421901 or the Mission lnn352-3243101.

*

Banner Our banner
seems to have disappeared

somewhere along the line and
Carol Becker has offered to sew
us a new one. Thank you Carol
for everything you have done for
the Chapter.

guard.

*

*

Becker, alright Carol.

Veterans Pa* in
- Art Canale is spear

Leesburg

a committee to
a veteran's park in
Leesburg. This will require

heading
establish

bringing in several other Veteran
Organizations, grants for land,
etc. Good Job Mr. President.

*
Daisy Sales - Director
Joe Gruber has taken over the
daisy sales for Jackie Gleason.
He took in $56.00 for Veterans
Day. Good Job Joe and thanks
for all the help. He made an
appeal for new posters, seeing
as our posters looked like they
went through the Korean War
and beyond. Tom Thiel is going
to look on the net for posters.
Joan has about a dozen I %X

50/50

-

Won by Carol

.t

Dues are due - lt is that
time of the year again. Time to
pay ones dues.

*

Game
Veterans Day was a
Softball

The

softball game at the Villages on
big
300
participants showed to play. The
Color Guard did a good job and
got to keep some neat t-shirts.

success. Approximately

*

Booster

Please
contribute to the newsletter by
being a Booster. For everyone
that was Booster last year
thank you.

a

Everyone is dishonored when VA
honor guards are banned from
reciting it at veterans' funerals,"
said ADF Senior Counsel Joe

Page 3

Happy Birihday

lnfranco.

"lt is highly

unfortunate

the decades-long
disinformation campaign by
secularists has intimidated

that

government agencies into banning

even our most revered traditions
for fear that one atheist may be

The

To all born in November.
ADF attorneys send letter to

offended by references to God."
flag-folding recitation
consists of 13 folds of an American
flag, and each fold has a distinct
symbolic meaning' The 11th fold

VA

offering constitutionat inalysis
after flig-folding recitation ?aces recognizes and honors the God of
Abraham' lsaac' and Jacob'
legal thrlat
"ADF has informed the VA that
the
tradition of reciting the
Unnamed individuatfiled
meaning
of the folds is perfectly
comptaint over religious aspects
'
said lnfranco.
constitutional,"
of flig-folding recit-ation, a
"There
is
no
need
to prohibit VAtradition to honor America,s

WASHINGTON The All6nce those who fought and gave their
Defense Fund sent a tetter lives for the very constitutional
Wednesday to the Department of freedoms now under attack by one
'offended observer.'ADF
Veterans Affairs ' offerino so-called
ready
stands
to defend the
constitutional analysis of th;
fallen
tradition
that
tradition of a flag fotAing recitation
.. honors
their
American
soldiers
and
banned by the ftationai Cemetery
Association. An

asplcts

unnamedindividuil

of the

-ih"

families'"

offered to help VA officials draft a

ceiemony honoring""r"rony.
fatten American policy to protect the tradition of
soldiers is traditionallv held durino flag-folding recitations, in
funeral services wneie the foldei accordance with constitutional law.
flag is handed to the veteran's A copy of the letter can be read at

faftry.

Reporteoty, Vice President Dick
Chbney innounced Thursdav that
the fl;g-folding recitation *iff be
allowed to

continue.

www.telladf.org/UserDocs/FlaqFol
dinqRecitationLetter.odf.
legal alliance
. .ADF
defending the right to hear and
speak the Truth through strategy,
training, funding, and litigation.

is a

one is dishonored when the
meaning of the folds are recited in
remembrance of a fatten veteran. > VA FLU SHOTS: Flu season
willsoon be here and veterans,
,,No
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especially the more elderly, are
encouraged to get their shots. Most
VA Medical Centers (VAMCS) are

making preparations to administer

these shots at no

charge to enrolled veterans. lf in
doubt whether or not yours will be
scheduling shots it is recommended
you contact them. Shots are at no
charge to enrolled veterans who
would normally pay $20 to $30 if
they were to obtain them through
local medical services. Following
are a few locations that have
already made announcements:

The Joint POWMIA Accounting
Command (JPAC), while previously

known as ClLHl, had the following
statement on their web site; "There

are still more than 8,100

service

members unaccounted for from the

Korean

War. Of that total, it

estimated

that there

is

are

approximately 5,100 located

in

North Korea, approximately 1,850 in

present day South

Korea,

water, and approximately 860

Who We Are

We are a small group of

veterans who search for family
members of certain Korean War
MlAs. These MlAs have no next of
kin listed in their official records, or

their family contact information is
long out of date. The rosters of

on this

site

represent only those men that the

Defense POWMissing Personnel
Office (DPMO) requires updated
family contact information for, and
would like to locate. A complete
and comprehensive list of all
POWMIAS may be found at the
DPMO site by clicking on their link
button to the left.

WhatWe Do

Our goal is to put any family
members that we may locate in
direct contact with the appropriate
DPMO Office, in turn, making the
government's Family SuPPort and

DNA Matching programs as
effective as possible. Detailed
information concerning

Why We Do lt

approximately 300 aviators lost over

Y Korean War MIA's

MlAs contained

programs is also available from the
DPMO web site, again reachable via
their link button to the left.

those

Korean War unknowns interred at
the National Memorial Cemetery of
the Pacific." Newer technology,
such as DNA testing has made it
possible to identify the remains of
any of these men that may be
recovered.

JPAC has 5 teams dedicated to
finding those lost in the Korean War,
and has been conducting search
and recovery missions into Korea
for this purpose. The teams are
currently conducting remains
recovery operations in the Unsan
County and Chosin Reservoir areas
of North Korea. Once recovered,
DNA samples can be taken and
stored, but without a sample from a
qualified family member to comPare

to, they cannot be identified

and

their efforts will have been wasted.
Again, our only goal is to put the
families of these men in contact with
the DPMO in an effort to make the
identification process a success and
support the efforts of the JPAC
Recovery Teams.
htto: //home. att. neUkoreanwarm ias/

company president Morrill
Worcester wanted to recognize
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veterans, active duty military, and

their families. For
AMERICA:

Department of Veterans
Affairs' national cemeteries will
again participate in this year's
annual Wreaths Across America
initiative scheduled to take place at
noon on Saturday, 15 DEC 07.

The

That date marks the

16th

anniversary of Maine wreaths being
donated to decorate the graves at
Arlington National Cemetery and the
second year of a national campaign,

dubbed Wreaths Across America,

that will bring the same
remembrance wreaths to over 230
National and State Veterans
cemeteries and monuments across
the nation. The Worcester Wreath
Company has donated 5,000
wreaths for placement by volunteers
on gravesites in Arlington National

Cemetery,

in a

mission

to

Remember - Honor - and Teach the
value of freedom in the world today.
Participants include veterans
groups, companies, school children
and individuals. The truck carrying
the wreaths, flanked by a contingent

of

Patriot Guard Riders,

scheduled

to

arrive

more

information on this event, refer to:

at

is

Arlington
National Cemetery at 9:00am. The
volunteers will then lay the wreaths,
and a ceremony will be held at the
Tomb of the Unknown Soldiers at
noon. This year, all 125 VA national
participate with
cemeteries
wreath-laying ceremonies for six

will

wreaths - one for each Service and
one for POWMIAs. The wreaths are

made and decorated

by

the
employees of Worcester Wreath
Company. Through this program,

www.wreaths-across-america. org
http://wreaths-acrossamerica.org/civil- air-patrol. html.

or

Y Veterans Legislation
Support the Veterans' Benefits
Protection Act, H.R. 1318

ln the final hours of last yeads
session, the 109th Congress
passed its major benefits bill for
the year, which became Public
Law 109-461. Despite strong
objections by the DAV and other
veterans organizations, Senator
Larry Craig used his position as
then Chairman of the

Senate

Veterans' Affairs Committee to
insert provisions in this bill to
remove the bar against attorneys
charging veterans a fee for claims
representation. Legislators were
reluctant to vote against this bill
because it othenrise contained
provisions beneficial to veterans.
The DAV is now working to have
these provisions on attorneys fees
repealed, and there is support in

Congress

for repeal of this

ill-

advised legislation.

D BiIIs Passed
Veterans' Compensation Cost-ofLiving Adjustment Act of 2007 Directs the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs to increase, as of
December 1, 2007, the rates of

veterans' wartime

disability
additional
compensation for dependents, the
clothing allowance for certain
compensation,

_.-______

Humor 101
Page 6

disabled adult children, and
dependency and indemnity
compensation for surviving spouses
and children.
House Veterans' Affairs Committee
led by Chairman Bob Filner (D-CA),

approved H.R. 3882, the Fair
Benefits for Guard and Reserve
Act. The bill assists our nation's
Guard and Reserve forces in
obtaining active duty education
benefits for their extended service
in lraq.

1. H.R. 513 - The National Heroes
Credit Protection Act: To amend the
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act to
enhance the protection of credit

of

active duty military
personnel who are activated for

ratings

military service
2. H.Res. 770 -To express suPPort
for the designation of a National

A blonde goes into a nearby

store

and asks a clerk if she can buy the

TV

in

the

corner.

The clerk looks at her and says
that he doesn't serve blondes, so
she goes back home and dyes her

hair

black.

The next day she returns to the
store and asks the same thing, and
again, the clerk said he doesn't

serve

blondes.

Frustrated, the blonde goes
home and dyes her hair yet again,

a

to

shade of

red.

Sure that a clerk would sell her
the TV this time, she returns and
asks a different clerk this time.
To her astonishment, this clerk
also says that she doesn't serve
blondes.

The blonde asks the clerk, "How in

I am a
The clerk looks at her

the world do you know
blonde?"

disgustedly and says,"That's not a

Veterans History Project Week to
encourage public participation in a
nationwide project that collects and
preserves the stories of the men
and women who served our nation
in times of war and conflict

TV -- it's a microwave!"

H.Con.Res. 60 - To exPress
support for the goals of Veterans
Educate Today's Students (VETS)

Two men were boasting to each
other about their old armY daYs.
"Why, my outfit was so well
drilled," declared one, "that when
they presented arms allyou could
hear was slap, slap, click."
"Very good," conceded the other,
"but when my comPanY Presented
arms you'd just hear slaP, slaP,

3.

Day

4. H.Res. 74

- To recognize the
contributions of Native American
veterans and to call upon the
President to issue a Proclamation
urging the people of the United
States to observe a day in honor of
Native American veterans

Bragging about old
times

jingle."
"What was the jingle?" asked the
first. "Oh," replied the other offhand,
'lust our medals."
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MEETINGS
When: Every 4h Wednesday of
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1211 Penn St. Leesburg

Time:

1:00 pm Board Meeting
2:00 pm General

Membership Meeting

CHAPLAIN
Harold Sievers

352-7534929

EYETVIS

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Jan27,2OOB

BillTaylor

Veterans Memorial Park
Time: 1:00 pm

352-742-3320

Peace Treaty Day

Robert McGinty
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PaulRussell

A. Canale, R. Johnson, T. Morford,
T. Thiel, G. LeJeunee, C. Becker,
W. Simunek, D. Lynch, H. Sievers,
J. Yohn, E. Pilarski, J. Williams, D.

352-357-4569
Joe Gruber
352-7s0-0286
IPP

Hathaway, P. Hollenbeck, J. Houp,
T. Jansen, R. Layer, J. Rodgers,
D. Good, J. Williams, Cains, T.

Jackie Gleason
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Joan Klawunn
Email: Klawunn99@aol.com
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NEWS & EVENTS
Written By J. Klawunn

MINUTES OF 12/07

Canale decided that the minutes
would be short, non existent.
The group agreed to skip the
minutes.

newsletter is dedicated to
Brooks who passed away on
Christmas Day. He has been
suffering with Cancer for quiet
sometime, he is finally at rest.
Chapter 169 Condolences to the
family, he will be missed. Brooks
did a lot for both Chapter 169
and Chapter 188. He was a big
supporter and part of the car

show that is sponsored by
KWVA 188 and in the early
years KWVA 169 also helped

out.

and lnstallation pictures are now
on the web at address:
htto ://www.fl ickr. co m/photos/904
0553@N02/sets/72 1 576035594
726051 lf you email me
Klawunn99@aol.com put
KWVA pictures in the Ref, I will
email the link to you.

Happy New Year to all the
members of KWVA 169 and
1

88.

t

On the Japanese squad,
nicknamed the Over the
Rainbows, the number of World
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Happy Birthday

War ll vets was 10.
Here they were, men mostly in

their 80s, speaking

different

languages but sharing a common
journey through a door to the past.

ln

the first at-bat, Toshio
Fujioka, trained as a navy air corps
pilot in 1945, hit a pitch to third
baseman Pete Murphy, an Army

quartermaster
To

all born in December.

who

guarded

supplies during the occupation of
Japan.

Murphy fired to first baseman

Old Warriors, New Friends

By

I

!

Larry Willows, a torpedoman first-

DAVE SCHEIBER, Times

class on the USS Cabot in the

Published December 2L, 2OO7

South Pacific.

WAIPAHU, Hawaii The pitch
arched through the brilliant blue
Hawaiian sky just past 2:30 p.m.,

out.

carrying 66 years of memories from
a generation that changed history.
It was a softball game, but more
than a softballgame.
It was a day of hope in a place

that has become a symbol

of

infamy.

It was a showdown between the
United States and Japan with bats
and balls, not bombs and bullets -

only a few miles from

the
shimmering waters of Pearl Harbor,
where Japan launched its surprise
attack on Dec.7, 1941.
Old soldiers who long ago faded
away into civilian life and retirement
returned this week to the Pacific,

many for the first time since their
war years, for a goodwill contest of
reconciliation and renewal.

The U.S. banner was carried by
the Kids & Kubs softball team of St.
Petersburg, a group of ballplayers
age 75 and older. Eleven of the 15
served in the brutal Pacific Theater.

'Attaboy, Pete," Willows called

It

didn't really matter

that

Fujioko was the first out.

What mattered was that

he

made contact.

Making contact was what this
game was all about.
The Kids & Kubs take a five-run
lead on a grand slam by Jose
Merced, a 77-year-old Korean War
vet added to help fill out the
squad. After scoring, he says he
can't wait to call his son, former
major leaguer Orlando Merced.
First lnning: Japan 0 USA 5

This historic game would never
have happened if not for Harvey
Musser.
ln 1943, Musser was a 20-yearold Army combat engineer in New

Guinea, preparing

to

build

an

airstrip. He smelled a foul odor and
pushed aside some dense brush.

captured and killed. The images are
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burned in his memory.

A young Japanese soldier lay there
dead.
Musser bent down and searched

the man's pockets. He found a
photo showing the man and his
family on a picnic. Just like a photo
he always carried.

"Even though he was dead,"

Musser said, "l remember kneeling
there, saying to him, What the hell
are we doing here?"'

The image haunted Musser for
decades. When a New York TV
producer named Sho lshida came
to film a Japanese documentarY on
the Kids & Kubs seven years ago,

he met Musser, then the

team

president.

Musser had an idea, something
that would help him get Past that
image of the dead solider.
Something involving a game.

Murphy stops

an Over the

Rainbow rally, fielding a grounder,
stepping on third for one out, then

a big-league
double play.
Second lnning: Japan 0 USA 5

"l got no problem with the other
guys going over there, and part of
me would love to play," he said. "But
I couldn't go on this trip in good
faith. No way."
Yet for others who had served in
the Pacific, the game represented a
rare opportunity to revisit a painful
statement,
make
chapter,
perhaps to learn something.
"You know, for years and years, I
never talked about my exPerience,
never thought about it," said lrv

to

a

Abelson,82.

At 18, Abelson was a

Coast

Guard seaman in the PhiliPPines.
One night, his ship got stuck on a
coral reef. He helped drive awaY

Japanese gunboats, shining a
spotlight on them from the bridge,
then firing at them with a rifle.

"The way I see it, this is a very
difficult time for our country," he
said. "We've got our Problems and
need all the allies we can get. And

firing to second for

Japan is a great one."

Just 48 hours earlier, MurPhY and

Smith, 88, who repaired ArmY field
artillery. "They were doing their jobs

his teammates sipped coffee inside

Tampa lnternational, awaiting an
early morning flight to Atlanta, the
first leg of their final Pacific mission.

"l've seen what theY did

to

people - tied our guys to the trees

and burned them, decaPitated
them," Hal Fisher, 82, a former

"lt was a long time ago," said
current team president Winchell
the same as we were doing ours."
ln the boftom of the third, Tom
Panebianco, an ex-Navy mechanic
who sailed into Tokyo BaY at war's
end, singles to start a five-run rally.
Third lnning: Japan 0 USA 5

En route to Atlanta, the

Pilot

Navy bombardier, said last week.
Fisher fought all over the Pacific,
in Borneo, Tinian, China and lwo
Jima. He flew cover there in a B'24,

announced that a grouP of men on
board was heading to Hawaiito PlaY
against Japanese World War ll vets.

bombing the island before the U.S.
troops invaded. He saw gruesome

rippled through the cabin.

photos

of fliers who had been

Loud applause and

cheers

At their next gate, several
a Young NavY

players noticed

seaman waiting alone for the 10-

"Son,
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hour Honolulu flight. Team captain

Andy Devine called out,

"Hey,

sailor!"

ln moments, they

were

immersed in conversation.
Trevor Kencsan, a quiet 22-yearold electrician's mate from Ohio, got

a rousing pep talk from Devine,

a

gregarious 81-year-old former Navy
radioman from Brooklyn, N.Y.
Devine was thrust into battle in

the

Philippines aboard

the

USS

Ommaney Bay. On Jan.4, 1945, his

ship was hit by a kamikaze plane in
the Sulu Sea.

The plane ripped through

the
massive
explosion and fire. Devine and his
crew abandoned ship to safety.
"l thought I was a brave kid, but
that was scary," said Devine, who
later served in Korea and did three
tours in Vietnam.
To this day, he remembers the
honible, bone-jarring sound of his
ship blowing up.
Japan gets on the board. ln the
fourth inning, Kenichirou Okada, 75,
triples in
run. Moments later,

deck and caused a

a

players and spectators hold their
breath when second baseman Bert
Cleanryater, 85, takes a bad hop to
the face, loses his balance and hits
the back of his head hard on the dirt

infield. Play

is

stopped, but he

shakes it off.
Fourth lnning: Japan 1 USA 0

They settled back for the marathon
flight, crossing time zones, talking,
sleeping, wondering.
Cleanryater, a World War ll flight

instructor from Beaver Falls, Pa.,
saw a woman nearby writing her
name on a Christmas card with the
inscription:

it

seems like

only

yesterday you still believed in
Santa and Christmas morning
brought such a magical smile. ..."
Her son
Black Hawk
helicopter pilot in Baghdad.
"You want my autograph?"

is a

Clearwater asked with a friendly
smile, then offered to have the
entire Kids & Kubs combat division

sign it as well.

The woman, Pearl Ganon of
Hawaii, said she would love that.

So Clearwater moved about the
cabin, getting signatures.

"When

I tell him I was on a

plane with men who fought for our
country in World War ll, it's going

to give him such a

boost

in

morale," Ganon said. "lt's going to
make his day.'

ln the bottom of fifth,

Merced

has doubly good reason to call his

son. He smacks a

three-run
homer.
Fifth lnning: Japan2 USA 14

The jet touched down at Honolulu

lnternational

at 3:04 p.m. local

time.

5:30 p.m. They stepped inside

the plush, packed lobby of

the

Sheraton Princess Kaiulani as old

men and suddenly became

baseball stars. Four film crews
from Japan followed their every
move.

"We got more cameramen than
ballplayers," said John Gist, who
served as seaman first-class and
storekeeper in New Guinea.

"lt's wonderful," said Shoji
Yano, 79, through an interpreter
as several Kids & Kubs listened.
"Americans are so big-hearted."

\

\

prayed and bowed solemnly before
a large gravestone, a symbol of the
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7:15 p.m. Event organizer Mitsuru

Okoso ushered everyone into a
conference room with big round
tables, each designated for four
American and four Japanese
players. A long banner hung on the
wall proclaiming, "Super Senior
Baseball Match Between U.S. and
Japan."
9 p.m. Larry Willows talked at
one table. He saw the damage at
Pearl Harbor when his aircraft
carrier docked there in 1943, two
years after the attack.
"They were still taking bodies off
the Arizona," he said. He later faced
the Marshall,
heavy combat
Mariana lslands,
Gilbert
fending off kamikazes.
Now, aided by an interpreter, he
was engaged in conversation with
Hisashi Hisaeda. The two 81-yearolds learned something remarkable:
Both fought in the same 1943 battle
on Truk lsland in the Philippines.

and

in

Willows, from White Plains, N.Y.,

was shelling the island; Hisaeda
was desperately trying to dodge
explosions and survive behind tree
stumps. Both were 17.

"l'm glad to see you here with
us, alive," said Willows, smiling.

Hisaeda listened to
then laughed

interpretation,

the
and

shook Willows' hand.
Sixth lnning: Japan2 USA 14

On Tuesday, the Kids and Kubs
warmed up with a convincing 11-8
victory over a younger Hawaiian
club. But Wednesday was the big
day.

At 8 a.m., a tour bus took both
teams to a pastoral hillside and the

Makiki cemetery

for

JaPanese

military. Over the Rainbow players

souls of their ancestors. Kids &
Kubs members watched in silence
amid boom mikes and cameras.
Next stop, the Punchbowl Crater
spectacular Hawaian
mountainside, site of the National
Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific,
where 78,000 American war dead
buried.
massive stone
staircase leads to a statue of Lady
Liberty above the peaceful resting

on a
are

A

place.

ln a light drizzle, Winchell Smith
and Yoshimasa lwao presented a
ceremonial wreath as players
mingled comfortably.
Then, an amazing moment:
taps began,
rainbow
appeared across the sky, framing
the memorial. Larry Willows and
Andy Devine couldn't hold back their
tears. Just as it had appeared, the
rainbow began to fade as the song
ended.
"l was just thinking of all the
friends I'd lost in the war, and then I
saw this rainbow," Devine said.
"Never in a million years ..."
gift for us,"
"God just had
Willows said, still choked up. "lt was
like he was saying, 'Nice going
guys. Good job getting together."'
"My buddy," lwao grinned, putting

As

a

a

his arm around 87-year-old

Walt

Pawley, once a first lieutenant in the
25th lnfantry Division. "My buddy,"
Pawley smiled back.
Soon they were gazing at the
large
USS Arizona memorial,
Pearl Harbor,
white structure
above the sunken battleship where
1,178 bodies are still entombed.
They posed for a combined team
picture and joked as Devine got to
steer the tourist boat back to land.

in

a
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