rE

S

€
{!h
GU

it
-rl
(I\

\s

t

N
s
N

\!t

ilt

t

$

i!EI

q

t\}

F

N

Page I

EVENTS

OFftCERS

ADUB?;R$E'P TF;',iTTtrcS

PRESIDENT
Harold E. fiievers
352-753-4929

Leesbwg Senior Citizens Center

ld VICE PRESIDENT

January 14,mA4
Board of Directors

John Yohn

2d VICE PRESIDENT
PaulRussell
352-357-15fi,9

SECRETARY
Mary Lum

352-75&1A33
TREASURER
Romeo J. Caillouette

352-3H.,{,20
cr-rAPtstN
Charles E. Mercdle
152-253-^13/,3

BOARD OF DIREGTORS
G. Brooks Gusseman

352-3s+0524
Charlesllllt*le
352-787-1855
EDITOR
Joan Klarvunn

Time 2:00 pm

January 24,2004
State I(VWA Meeting. Spring Hill
January

n,zW

Vietnam Ceremony, Veterans
Park, 1PM

January

28,2W
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Chapten Minutes

Discussions were presented
on the following items.

All members were

present
except Harold Sievers. John
Yohn did a good job running
the meeting. Thanks John.

Due

to

unforeseen

circumstances (illness) the

editor (Rod Layer)

has

resigned. (Joan Klawunn) is
now editor and reporter for the
newsletter.

lf you have any articles,
email
me:
complaints, comments, etc.
Klawunn99@aol.com

The

Memorial

of

maintenance
the
Korean War Memorial was a
topic for discussion. The
association wants to raise 5
million dollars to maintain the
memorial. They are asking for
charitable donations.
Chapter llews

The Guest speaker for the
meeting on January 28, will
be Don Carey, State VA Rep.

ln December 2003, the annual
Christmas Party, and induction
of new officers was held at the
Super Buffet. lf you missed it,
you missed out on a good time.
Secretary Mary Lum went to

the Citrus Chapter 192 on

January 6 and had the
privilege of installing their
chapter officers at 11 a.m.

The new VA Clinic is open at
711 Main Street but you need
an appointment to go to see a
doctor. Also, they are looking
for volunteers to work at the
clinic.

The color guard has

new
colors. They now have a blue
braid and scarf. They have all
the same uniforms.
Chapter Events

On December 11, 2003 at the
Veterans Memorial Park in
Lady Lake, a @remony was
held to remember Pearl Harlcor,
and our veterans who were
there.

Thanks to our color guard, for a
job welldone.

a
agenda to
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shepherding

tr You lnfrmatist

services and benefits for
veterans," said Secretary of
Veterans Affairs Anthony J.

WASHINGTON (Dec. 22,
2003) - The Department of

Veterans Affairs (VA)

2.1

is

percent
disability
payments that
veterans and
millions
dependents will receive at the
end of December.

benefit

Principi. "We have
and
an
have
veterans
advocate in Gordon
challenges ahead,

Disability

including a
increase in

legislative
improve

the

Mansfield who will ensure
their needs are a priority."
Enjoyment

of

President Bush authorized an
the
Social
Security rates by signing into
Veterans
Compensation Cost-of-Living
Adjustment Act of 2003.

increase matching

increase in
law the

WASHINGTON (Dec. 23,
2003) - President Bush has

appointed Gordon

H.

Mansfield as the acting dePuty
secretary of the Department of
(VA).
Veterans
Mansfield currently serves as

Affairs

VA's assistant secretary for
congressional and legislative
affairs.

"Gordon has played a key role
in our accomplishments for
veterans, helping secure

record budget gains

and

Nightmare
by Lane Phalen from
AMVETS
The irony was not lost on Navy
Corpsman William R Charette.

Having read about the nearcataclysmic events at the Chosin

Reservoir in 1950, he found
himself, surprisingly, assigned
three years later to the same
company that had fought there.
Most of the men had rotated out
of Korea by January 1953, when
Charette joined F Company, 2nd
Battalion, 7th Marines. Now near
Panmunjon, the company was

located close to the site of the

stalled peace

talks.

Peace wasn't reigning anywhere
near the three hilts dubbed
Reno, Carson and Vegas. One
clear and freezing morning,
Charette heard what he thought

was thunder but, in reality, the
roar was actually thousands of
Chinese soldiers-attacking the
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5th Marines that held the hills. ln
time, the hills fell, and, on March

27, Charette's company

was
called to take part in a threebattalion assault on Vegas to

recapture

it.

The intensity of the fighting was
unmistakable as Charette saw
men entangled in the barbed

wire where they had

died.
lmmediately, he began treating
the wounded as his company
moved ahead. Life soon became
chaos for the young man as the
cries for "corpsman" came from
everywhere. Disregarding his
own safety amid a hail of smallarms and mortar fire, Charette
answered them as best he could

throughout the day and into the
night, literally losing all sense of

time. He later recalled,

there was no way to count them.
It was just constant roar."

a

Answering one of the calls for
help, Charette came upon a
marine in the point squad with

A

grenade

landed near the corpsman and
his patient. "l couldn't see it in
the dark. I knew it was there,
and it was going to go off," he
said, describing how he used his
medical bag to try to push the
grenade

face, had also left him temporarily

blind and deaf. When his sight
returned, he saw he was the least
wounded of the five men around
him. The man Charette had
shielded was also alive-thanks to
the medical bag taking the brunt

of

the

blow.

Earlier Charette had given his
coat to a wounded man, and now
his medical supplies were nearly

gone. Even so, he improvised,
ripping his own clothes apart to
make bandages and tourniquets,
and pulled flak jackets from dead
marines to cover their wounded
comrades who were drawn to him
like a magnet. Near dawn on
March 28, the lead company was

ordered to

pull

back.

"The

Chinese above us were rolling
grenades downhill onto us.
There were so many going off

severe wounds.

blast, which blew Charette's
helmet off and knocked him
unconscious with wounds to the

away.

Under cover of darkness, Charette

and other marines began

evacuating the wounded from
Vegas. When they came to a
trench that had been torn up by an
explosion, he didn't hesitate to
stand and carry
severely

a

wounded marine to safety-an
action he repeated over and over
until the men were safe. "l could
hear the bullets zipping by my

I

head, but had no choice."
Charette said, "l couldn't leave the
guy there."
Casualties were heavy for both

sides in the battle for Vegas, with

Knowing

the Chinese sustaining more
than thirteen hundred and the

Ludington, Mich., native shielded
the man with his own body. The

and 98 missing in

his patient couldnt
survive more wounds, the

Marines; 118 dead, 801 wounded
action.

VWVII and Vietnam, Charette was
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shocked that Korean veterans

Nine months after the armistice,
Charette was still in Korea,
working in a postwar MASH unit
when the chief surgeon gave him
the news that he was to receive
the Medal of Honor. Like many
who have received the award,
Charette protested that he did

not deserve it. Home he went
nonetheless. After spending
Christmas with his family in
Michigan, he traveled to the

weren'tincluded,uldont

understand that, because 54,000

Americans lost their lives

in

Korea.'
Did you Know

All 50 states are listed across
the top of the Lincoln
Memorialon the
back of the $5 bill.

White House for the presentation

on

Jan. 12,

1954.

After receiving the Medal of
Honor, Charette finished out his

days

of service training new

corpsmen at Great Lakes, where
he met his wife, Louise, who was

in the Women Accepted for
Volunteer Emeqency Service
WAVES). After 90 days as a
manied civilian with a Pregnant
wife, Charette opted to make a
career out of the NaW. He
signed up for submarine school

Al Capone's business card
said he was a used furniture
dealer.
The sentence: "The quick
brown fox jumps over the lazy
dog" uses every
letter of thealphabetComing

Atrmtions

where, he said, "l found a home."

ln 1958, he was honored to
select the remains of what would
become the Unknown Soldier of

World War ll. "This was a
tremendous honor for ffio,'
Charette said. 'My grandchildren
and their grandchildren will be
able to visit the Tomb of the
Unknowns and realize I had a

small role

in this national

monument."

After serving during Vietnam and
the Cold War, Charette retired in
1977. When a loca! newspaper

honored veterans from

VWVI,

replacement medals.
Bye

till next time.

Hope you enjoyed this
newsletter. Have a good day.
Remember this will be your
last newsletter unless you
have paid $12.00.
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Served in Korea during 1968
1969.

-

Chapter News
Discussions were presented
on the following items.

Highlights of the Chapter

Brooks spoke on the cost of
prescription drugs. He indicated
that there is a 224,000 percent
markup.

Alews

Don Carey was our

All

members were present

and accounted for.

guest

speaker on January 28,2004.
Don is a representative for the
Veterans. Some of the topics
covered were:

The newsletter is optional.

This will be your

last

newsletter unless you have
paid your $12.00. No more

freebees.

The Color Guard could use a

few good volunteers, for our
special events. lf interested in
participating call Mr. Paul
Russell. He sure could use
your help. Telephone 352-3574569.

New Officers were inducted
into their new offices. The
installation was done by Bill
Taylor.

There were approximately 57
people that showed up for the
Spring Hill meeting. The
meeting went well, and they
are looking for Vets that

Agent Orange, Va Home
Loans, SS Credit for active duty
and many other topics.
Don Carey is located at
the One Stop Career Center,
114 South 14m St, Leesburg, Fl.

The Chapter has

donated
$200.00 for the maintenance of
the War Memorial.

John Yohn and Mary Lum's
adopt a Vet, Adopt a kid has
won an award for their essays.
Good work John and Mary.

Herald Sievers

presented
Charlie Mercelle our Chaplin,
with a set of gold crosses. He
also presented Celia Mercelle
with gold medallion. They
were presented these awards
for all the hard work they have
done for the Chapter.

a

Lenard Henson
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Thanks Celia and Charlie for a
job well done.

On January 27, 2OO4 the
Veterans Park in Lady Lake
held

a

ceremony

for

Gene Fox
Joseph Martin

For Your
Information

all

Vietnam Veterans. The Color
Guard (Paul Russell, Mary
Lum, Art Dube, John Yohn)
did a terrific job representing
the Chapter.
The guest speaker was

From the Star Banner.

U.S. Rep Ginny

Brown-

Waite said Friday that Veterans

Administration

Secretary

DAV 1't Vice CDR.

Anthony Principi has verbally
agreed to accept The Villages
developer's offer to build a
veterans' clinic in the sprawling

New Members

year.

Welcome

Right now, the study on
capital construction projects

James

F. Sursely, National

Ed Pilarski

retirement community and lease

it to the government for $1 a

does not include The Villages'
clinic but does include a 65,000square-foot multispecialty facility
in nearby Summerfield in Marion
County.

Tom Thomas,

regional

spokesman for the VA, said that

Februarv Birthdavs
CarlF. Cain

because the developer would
build the proposed clinic, it was
not considered a VA capital
project and therefore did not
have to be in the CARES report

or require

Congressional

David Canada
Anthony Falo
Harold Jones
Olavi Laasko
Jackie Gleason ??

approval to become a reality.
Brown-Waite said the exact
location of The Villages' clinic
was still under negotiation. She

Our Sick

cardiologists.

Our prayers are with you.
Rod Layer

said it would be a specialty clinic

with services such
Veterans

as

4.
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The lnstitute of Medicine (lOM)
has created a new website with

information about

a

variety of

5.

website,

separate sections for health care
issues affecting the last four
major military conflicts: World
War ll; the Korean War; the
Vietnam War and the Gulf War.

Other sections list

IOM's

completed reports, reports in
progress, while another area
contains studies about chemical
and biological agents suspected
of causing health problems for
military members.

not

in section

block 6.

lndicate whether

is
1,

or

the person retired

not
from

the military in section

at

http://veterans.iom.edu/, has

or

individual

deceased

military-related health issues.

The

lndicate whether

the

1,

block 7.

6. ln

Section 2, indicate
which medals you need
to have replaced.

7. Enter your return
address and signature in
section 3. Only the
service member,
guardian, or next of kin
may sign the form.

8. Mail the completed form
to the following address:
L For A*y, National
Personnel Records
Center, Medals Section
(NRPMA-M), 9700 Page
Avenue, St. Louis, MO

Replacement Medals
Website:

63132-5100.
http://usmi litarv. about. com/cs/oe
nmedals/hUmedalreolace. htm

You can obtain the SF180 for at

the website or your

local

Veterans Office.

2.

631 32-51 00.

of

Standard Form 180. You
can also call (314) 5384261 and request the
form be mailed to you.
Print or type your name,

social security number,
date of birth, and place
of birth in section 1,
blocks 1 through 4.

3. Print or type your

service dates in the
Applicable spaces in
section 1, block 5.

For Air Force
(lncluding Army Air
Corps), National
Personnel Records
Center, Air Force
Reference Branch

(NRPMF), 9700 Page
Avenue, St. Louis, MO

Here's How:

1. Obtain a copy

10.

11. For Navy, Coast Guard,
and Marine Corps,

Bureau of

Naval

Personnel Liaison Office,

Room 5409, 9700 Page
Avenue, St. Louis, MO
631 32-51 00.

Response will take several
months as the service will
attempt to verify the medals

from you military
records.

service

e-mailtwice.
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2. Causes you to send a blank email.

Eniovment
Did You Know
During the Korean War era over
120, 000 women were on active

duty. ln addition to the nurses
actually in Korea, many women
served at support units nearby, in

Japan and other far

eastern

countries.

!n 1903:

o The average
expectancy

.

in the

life
US

was forty-seven.
Only 14 Percent of the
homes in the US had a
bathtub.

3. Causes you to send e-mailto
the wrong person.
4. Causes you to send it back to
the person who sent it to you.
5. Causes you to forget to attach
the attachment.
6. Causes you to hit "SEND"
before you've finished.
7. Causes you to hit "DELETE"
instead of "SEND."
B. Causes you to hit "SEND"
when you should "DELETE."

IT IS CALLED THE ''CNILE VIRUS.
This is for Art Dube and his side
kick and Chapter Mascot Elmo
Jr.

.
o
o

1.8 million Served during
period of hostilities.
36,940 died in theater
during the war.
4,793 died while missing
in action.

Humor
should worry allof us.

HalTaylor. New Virus
Even the most advanced
programs from Norton and
McAfee cannot cope with this
new virus. lt appears to affect
those who were born prior to
1950. Symptoms:
1. Causes you to send the same

A new employee is hired at
the Tickle Me Elmo factory and
she reports for her first day

promptly at

8:00

am.

The next day at 8:45 am there

is a

knock

at the Personnel

Manager's door. The Foreman
from the assembly line throws
open the door and begins to rant
about the new employee. He
complains that she is incredibly

slow and the whole line is
backing up, putting the entire
plant behind schedule.

The

Personnel

Manager

decides that he should see this
for himself so the two men march

down

to the factory floor.

When they get there the line
is so backed up that there are
Elmo's all over the floor and
they're really beginning to pile
up. At the end of the line stands

Page 6

the new employee. She has a roll
of red plush fabric and a big bag

Boosters
Rod Layer

of marbles. The men watch in
amazement as she cuts a little

piece of fabric, wraps it around
two marbles and begins to sew
the little package between Elmo's

Harold Sievers
Mary
Charlie Marcelle
Anthony

legs.

J.J.

The

Personnel

Manager

bursts into laughter. After several

minutes

of

hysterics

he

pulls
himself together and approaches
the woman. "l'm sorry," he says

to her,

barely able to keep a
straight face, "but I think you
misunderstood me yesterday.
Your job is to give each Elmo
two test tickles."

Lum

05104
05104
09104
09104

Falo 09/04
Williams 10/05

John
Joe

Rodgers lll04

Tumer

lll04

William Simunek 11/04

Lynch
Wynn

Don
Ed
Glenn
Carol

lll04
ll/04

Crabtree lll04

Becker lll04
Joe Aronica lll04
William Back lll04

Gene LaJuenesse 12105

Comine Attractions
serving in Korea
military records

I will leave you with this one last
thought.

What am l?

I cover what's real, hide what
is true, but sometimes bring
outthe courage in you.

Hope you enjoyed this edition.
Have a good day, Stay tune for
the answer.

Saonsms
--RMC - Reverse Mortgage
Company.
Marie Marchi- Loan Officer
cell (352) 223-2510

600 N. Thacker Ave
Suite D-58
Kissimmee, Florida 347 41
(407) 870-76s6
(800) 77e-s0s4
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SECRETARY
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TREASURER
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Ex-POW Day, Veterans Park
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Charles E. Mercelle

General Membership Meeting
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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Remember April

9, 2004 Paul

Russell could use people for
the Color Guard at the POW
ceremony in Veterans Park.
Come find out what it is about
join the Color Guard. 352-3574569

William F. Taylor
352-742-3320

Jackie Gleason
IPP President
EDITOR/REPORTER

Joan Klawunn
Email: Klawunn99@aol.com

The answer to last week's trivia

I cover what's real, hide what

is true, but sometimes bring
out the courage in you.
Answer: FEAR
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That was a good idea seeing our
motto
Veterans helping
Veterans. One thought was to
make sure the money we are
giving for a scholarship program,
is indeed for a person in need.

is

Chapter News
All members were present and
accounted for.

ENROLLEiIIT

FLORIDA CONVENTION
The Department of Florida will
hold their annual convention on
May 21 - 22 at the Holiday lnn
Altamonte Springs. The
intersection of I - 4 and 436. Our
Color Guard was asked to
participate
opening
ceremonies and day of the
convention. If you wish to join
the Color Guard contact Paul
Russell.

at

for

ilIEETINGS
The Board was asked to close
for the summer months (July
and August). At the general
meeting it was decided to meet
in July. Only the Board will
meet in August.
Chaplin thanked the Chapter for
the gold crosses and the
Medallion. He also mentioned
he received gold crosses from
the Ex-President.

Donating to a scholarship
program was discussed. One
option mentioned was a
scholarship program that will
help a veteran through College.

Don Carey

suggested

to

increase enrollment we should
let the public know that Chapter
169 will accept all Korean War
Veterans, to present day. He
also said: 'The Korean War
never ended.. We are still there
today."

Jackie Gleason has received
information on the new defense
medal. That is supposed to be
out within the next several
months.

Chapter 169 Color Guard, along

with Clemont Chapter attended
the Patriots' Parade in Eustis on
Saturday February 28, 2004. I
would like to thank allthe people
who participated in the parade.
Thanks for your help. Thanks to
Jackie Gleason for Breakfast.

I would like to personally thank
Thomas Thiel, for providing me
with a CD Rom on the Korean
War. He has taken the Photos
and written the articles. I hoPe
to have some of his works in the
next newsletter. Thank you.
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Allothers:

New Members

Obtain and Fill out Standard
Form 180 (SF-l80).

Welcome

lf you are not the veteran or next

Don Carey
Don Franklin

of kin, you must complete
Standard Form 180 (SF

the

180).

You can obtain this form from the

above website

or

your

local

Veterans office.

Write a Letter to

Request

Records

lf you are not able to obtain SF180, you may still submit a
request for military records.
Requests must contain enough
information to identify the record
among the more than 70 million
on file at NPRC (MPR). Certain
basic information is needed to
locate military service records.

March Birthdavs
Mary Lum
Gene Fox
Mascot Sgt. General Elmo
McArthur Jr.

This information includes:

For Your Information

The veteran's complete
name used while in
service.

REPLACEMENT
RECORDS

Service number or social

Website:

a

www.governmentg u ide.com

a

security number.
Branch of service.
Dates of service.

a

Date and place of

Veterans or next-of-kin of deceased

veterans

can
on the

use
website.

Next of Kin

. Surviving spouse that has
not remarried.
. Father, mother, son,
daughter, sister, or
brother.

birth

helpful,
especially if the service
number is not known.

vetrecs.archives.gov. Follow the

instructions

may also be

1973 Fire

Also include:

o
.
r

Place of discharge.
Last unit of assignment

Place

of

entry into the

service, if known.

beneficiaries

Page 4

of

available

VA

programs and Services.

Please submit a separate request
(either SF 180 or letter) for each

individual whose records are
being requested.

Send by Mail

VA has no discretion to curtail its
outreach program that is exactly

Our mailing address is:
National
Center

Personnel

Records

Military Personnel Records

Page

9700

Federal law charges the VA with
affirmative duty to seek out
eligible veterans and their family
members and to provide them with
information and assistance to ensure
that that they apply for all available
VA benefits and services. While the

an

Avenue

what has happened.

ln July 2002, the VA issued a
memorandum to all VA regional
health care networks, directing them

that no

St. Louis, MO 63132-5100

"to

Send by Fax

activities to enroll new veterans [will]
occur," regardless of local capacity

to

Our fax number for requesting
military records is 314-801-9195.
The Center will respond in writing
by U.S. Mail.

OPINION? Jan 2004
Lawsuit to Ensure VA Outreach to
Veterans and Their Families.

(Washington, D C.) - "We cannot
simply stand by as potentially tens
of thousands of veterans and their
family members suffer the

consequences of
Department

the

of Veterans Affairs'

(VA) decision to

discontinue

providing outreach with respect to

VA

health care benefits

and

services," said

WA

Corey. Earlier this

morning,

National President Thomas

H.

Vietnam Veterans of America
(WA) and Congressman Ted

Strickland (D-OH) filed suit in U.S.
District Court to compel the VA to
comply with its legal obligation to

inform potential patients

and

ensure

marketing

accommodate more enrollees.
employees were specifically

VA

directed

to

refrain from

actively

recruiting more people into the VA
health care system and to provide
only general information. The
lawsuit asks the Court to declare the
directive contained in the
memorandum unlavvful and to order
the VA to immediately reinstate
congressionally mandated outreach
efforts to inform veterans and their
dependents of benefits to which they
are entitled.

"lt is time to ask the Federal
courts to order the VA to do what the
law requires," Corey said. "The

to provide information to
those individuals who are most at
risk, those who are in need of
medical care, and those who may
not even realize that their illnesses
are related to military service is the
equivalent of denying services and
benefits in violation of the VA's legal
mandate. With a new generation of
veterans emerging from the war
failure

against terrorism and Operation lraqi
Freedom, the need for VA outreach
is equally as great as is for

it

veterans of earlier conflicts."

for dedicated women to serve their
country in peace time. One thing it

Page 5

Attorneys from the lnstitute for
Public Representation at
Georgetown University Law Center

are

representing

WA

and

Congressman Strickland.

WAR
As the political football of women in,
military,

was tossed from the sidelines to the
goal posts and back, many
women's advocates emerged.
Among others, present day
servicewomen owe a lot to Eleanor
Roosevelt. Poetic irony digression:

When Eleanor Roosevelt taught at
the Todhunter School years ago,
one of her mottos, posted on the
wall was "Be All That You Can
Be!"
One of the not so well published
issues was the fact that men did not
want to ever have to take orders
from women and if women became
senior NCOs and Officers, heaven
forbid, this could happen.

General Eisenhower

finally

helped clear the falderal away by
strongly recommending that women
become a part of the U.S. military.
He was backed by several other
senior officers who had worked with

often

misinterpreted, is create separate

women's branches, corps

or

forces. The only unit to retain that
distinction was the WAC. The rest
the other
the women

in

of

Eniovment

or not in the peacetime

did not do, that is

branches of service were, for all
intents, but not every purpose, fully
integrated. Or so the law implied. lt
just didn't happen that way.
Two years later, in June of
1950, as the overall numbers for
women in the military dropped to a
post war low, the North Korean
Communists crossed the 38th

parallel, starting what is now
remembered as The Forgotten

War. Over fifty thousand American
lives were lost over a country we

had never heard of before, in a
conflict termed a "limited wa/'.
President Truman ordered troops
into South Korea and within a few

days the Army Nurse Corps was
also there. To the hundreds of
women who served in Korea, at

the real Mobile Army

Surgical
Hospitals, it was no party.
When General MacArthur
landed
lnchon, Army Nurse
Corps officers also came ashore
on the very same day of invasion.
The 13 Army nurses of the 1st
MASH and those of the 4th Field

at

had

Hospital made the landing and by
the end of 1950 over two hundred
Army Nurse Corps officers were in

nothing but praise for their efforts.
On the 12th of June, then President
Harry Truman signed on the dotted

By this point in time, the 1950's,
almost a million women had worn

women during WWll and

line, putting Public Law 625, The
Women's Armed Services Act of
1948 into effect. A law that today
would be laughed out of town, it
was so full of loopholes and strange
parameters. But it opened the door

Korea.

the uniform of the United States
Armed Forces. They had been
prisoners of war; they had been

wounded;

they flew

planes,

planned strategies, nursed the
casualties, and died for this
country.
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To the hundreds of women who
flew air evacuation, caring for the
wounded during every bumpy air
mile, it was no luxury flight.

One of the women who served
was Captain Lillian Kinkela-Keil, a
member of the Air Force Nurse

Corps and one of the most
decorated woman in the U.S.

military. Captain Kinkela flew over
200 air evacuation missions during
\AIWll as well as 25 trans- Atlantic
crossings. She went back to civilian
flying with United Airlines after the
war, but when the Korean conflict
erupted she donned her uniform

once more and flew

several

Layer
Sievers
Lum
Marcelle
Falo
Williams
John Rodgers
Joe Turner
William Simunek
Don Lynch
Ed Wynn
Glenn Crabtree
CarolBecker
Joe Aronica
William Back

Rod
Harold
Mary
Charlie
Anthony
J.J.

Gene

LaJuenesse

Donald

Hathaway

05104
05104
09104

09/04
09/04
10/05
11104
11104
11104
11104
11104
11104
11104
11104
11104
12105

02105

hundred more missions as a flight

nurse

in

Korea.

Captain Kinkela-Keil was the
inspiration for the 1953 movie
"Flight Nurse" and served as
technical advisor to the film. Her
decorations include the European
Theater of Operations with Four
Battle Stars; The Air Medal with
Three Oak Leaf Clusters; The
Presidential Unit Citation with One

Oak Leaf Cluster; The

Korean

Service Medal with Seven Battle
Stars; The American Campaign
Medal; The United Defense Medal;
and Presidential Citation, Republic
of Korea. Captain Kinkela has been
honored several times in her home
town of Covina Hills, California and
is stillquite active in the VFW.

Soonsors
RMC - Reverse Mortgage
Company.
Marie Marchi- Loan Otficer cell
(3s2) 223-2510

-

600 N. ThackerAve
Suite D-58
Kissimmee, Florida 34741
(407) 870-76s6
(800) 77e-5054

Comins Attractions
Stories wriften by a member of the
Chapter Thomas Thiel.

Disclaimer-The KVWA, Chapter 169, Lake County Fl,
publishes this naivsletter as a service to its members
as well as a public information source for Veterans
affairs. The comments don't necessarily reflect the
vie\ /s or the opinions of the membership, the officers,
board of directors, or the state and national parent
organization, nor does mention of a product or
organizauon amply endorsement.
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Meetinos, Events

1

OFFICERS

METI'BERSH,P MEETINGS

PRESIDENT
Harold E. Sievers

Leesburg Senlor Citizens Center
Time 2:00 pm

3s2-7534929

April14,2004
l"t VICE PRESIDENT

Board of Directors

John Yohn
352-323-1 896

April28,2004
General Membership Meeting

2Nd

vIcE PRESIDENT
l{lay 12,2004
Board of Directors

Paul Russell

352-3574569

May 26, 2004
General Membership Meeting

SECRETARY
Mary Lum
352-750-1033

EVENTS
TREASURER
Romeo J. Caillouette

352-3264420

May 15,2004
Time: 10:00 A.M

Peace Officers Memorial Day,
CHAPLAIN
Charles E. Mercelle
352-253-1343

BOARD OF

DIRECTORS

G. Brooks Gusseman
352-394-0524

Veterans Park
May

21-22,2004

Department of Florida
Convention

@
Gover Photo

Charles White

352-787-1855
William F. Taylor
352-742-3320
Jackie Gleason
IPP President
EDITOR/REPORTER
Joan Klawunn
Email:

Klawunn99@aol.com

Photo taken June 51.
Courtesy of Thomas Thiel
Front Row Left to Right
Valletta, Whitey
Back Row Left to Right
Thiel, Hawkshaw

Setup on the Kansas Line
(Chinese were on the next ridge
North of us). The shelter in the
background is made from our

rain gear. Four of us snapped
them together to make a
comfortable shelter.
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Chapter News &
Events
Art Dube has received his silver
star. Finally. Congratulations
Art. Thanks Jackie for doing this.

On April 9, 2004 in Veterans

Park, Lady Lake

X-POW
Ceremony was held. Our Color
Guard was there to present the
Colors. Chapter 188 presented
Honor Guard. Harold
Sievers
master of
ceremonies. Thanks to
everyone.

the

was

The location is close to the High
School. lt is 15,000 square feet
of space, and golf cart access.
The County will lease it for
$1.00.

lf

you don't use your

VA
years
you
will
Medical Card for 2
lose it for good. lt will be very
difficult to get it back.

The tentative date for the picnic
will be May 12. Discussion will
be at the General Meeting.

National

Korean War Educator has the
following names for candidates.
http://www. koreanwareducator. org/kwva_i ndex. htm

President: Lou Dechert,
Louisiana, President
/Commander Chapter 1 80.

lst Wce President Dick
Adams, Califomia, Past
President & Past Director,
r( /vA.

2nd Wce President: Byron

Dickerson, Texas,

Judge
Advocate, Department of Texas,

KM/A

Director: Edward

Cutler,

Florida, President of Richard
Cronan Chapter #17, l0WA.

Director: Lee Dauster,
Callfornia, President of
Tuolumne County Chapter #7,
}(^/VA
Director: Dean illcGlain,

Ohio, Past President
Mahoning Chapter #137,

of

lflWA

Director: Bob Morga, New
York, Past Director, K\ ruA &
President, Central Long lsland

Chapter W,

l(M/A

Election

President

Ted Magill
Central Florida Chapter 153.

lst Vice President -

McCraney William
MOH Chapter 158.

R

Bill

Chareete

ld Wce President-Ted
Trousdale Brevard County
Chapter 210.
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f

Wce President- Bob
Balzer Central Floilda Chapter
153.
Roger Haas
Florida Gulf Coast 155.
Treasure Dick Arcand Sun
coast Chapter 014.

Secretary

-

New Members
Alexander Louis Napolitano, Air
Force vet, U51 to 6/55. Lowry
AF Base, Colorado.

&/
....i--;-,'

with

it is to take the team

approach," says Gary Janson.
The team approach involves not
only primary care providers such
as doctors, nurse practitioners
and physician assistants, but

other health care professionals as
well. Members of your team might
include dietitians, eye and foot

doctors, dentists and mental
health and social workers. Your
family and friends are also an
important part of your team.
According to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention,

control, at least half of the
expected eye disease, kidney
disease and nerve damage can
be prevented or slowed. "When
you take control of your health

Romeo Caillouette
Donald Good
Norbert Marcelle
Edward Pilarski
Jacquelin Simmons
Charles White

care needs, you'll feel better and
have the information you need to
deal with complications from

For Your Information
There are currently

so many aspects of a patient's life
and health, the best way to deal

studies show that keeping blood
glucose close to normal helps
prevent or delay some diabetes
problems. Also, through careful

Anril Birthdavs

From ARA

a foot or a leg; kidney problems;
and gum disease and loss of
teeth. 'Because diabetes affects

17

million

Americans with diabetes and each
year about 1 million new cases are
diagnosed. Diabetes affects almost

every part of the patient's body,
sometimes in ways that might be
unexpected. Possible complications

include heart disease and stroke,
eye disease that can lead to vision
problems or even going blind; nerve
damage that can cause hands and
feet to feel numb, leading to loss of

diabetes," says Janson.

Once you are diagnosed
with diabetes, you should see
your doctor every three to six
months.
Eat healthy and exercise.

Be sure you understand how
diet affects diabetes. Your doctor
may refer you to a nutritionist for

help putting a dietary plan
to nine

together. Strive for five

servings

a

day of fruits

and

vegetables and include fish, lean

meats, dry beans, whole grains
and low-fat or skim milk and
cheese. Stay away from foods
that is high in fat and salt. Find

ways to incorporate daily exercise
into your routine as well.

Between 40 and 45 percent of

Americans diagnosed

with

diabetes have some stage of
diabetic retinopathy, which can
lead to loss of vision; your doctor
can recommend treatment to help
prevent
progression. A
comprehensive dilated eye exam

its
is needed to

diagnose

the

condition.

Medicare covers

diabetes

testing supplies, as do most third

party insurers, so there is no
reason not to test. For added

convenience, companies such as

American Medical

Supplies
specialize in taking the hassle and
expense out of ordering supplies.

For patients who qualify,

the

company handles insurance and
Medicare papenrork and delivers

the

prescribed supplies so
patients always have the
necessary tools

health.

to manage their

For more information,

about American Medical Supplies,
call (800) 856-7999 or visit www
.AmericanDia betic.com.

Thought you might enjoy this
interesting prayer given in Kansas
at the opening session of their

lt seems prayer still
upsets some people.

Senate.

When Minister Joe Wright was
asked to open the new session of
the Kansas Senate, everyone was
expecting the usual generalities,

but this is what they heard:
"Heavenly Father, we come

before you today to ask your
forgiveness and to seek your
direction and guidance. We know
Your Word says, 'Woe to those
who call evil good,' but that is

exactly what we have done. We
have lost our spiritual equilibrium
and reversed our values. We
confess that we have ridiculed the
absolute truth of Your Word and call
Pluralism.
We have exploited the poor and
lottery.

it
called it
the
We have rewarded laziness and
it
welfare.
called
We have killed our unborn and
it
choice.
called
We have shot abortionists and
justifiable.
it
called
We have neglected to discipline
our children and called it building

esteem.
self
We have abused power and
politics.
it
called

We have coveted our neighbor's
possessions and called it ambition.

We have polluted the air with
profanity and pornography and
called it freedom of expression.
We have ridiculed the timehonored values of our forefathers

and called it

enlightenment.

Search us, Oh, God, and know
our hearts today; cleanse us from
every sin and set us free.
Guide and bless these men and
women who have been sent to
direct us to the center of your will
and to openly ask these things in
the name of Your Son, the living
Savior, Jesus Ghrist. Amen!"
The response was immediate. A
number of legislators walked out
during the prayer in protest.

In 6 short weeks, Central
Christian Church, where Rev.
Wright is pastor, logged more than
5,000 phone calls with only 47 of
those calls responding negatively.
The church is now receiving
international requests for copies of
this prayer from lndia, Africa and
Korea.

confirms
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this. We were first to

take arms against lmperial

With the Lord's help, may this
prayer sweep over our nation and
wholeheartedly become our desire
so that we again can be called "one
nation under God."

Eniovment

Japanese forces, and we were first
engage the North Korean
aggressor in 1950. We are the
division Japanese Army general

to

Yamahita said broke the back of
the Japanese Army at Breakneck
Ridge on Leyte, and we are the
division the liberated people of the

Philippines called,

'Victory.'

Taromen have always stood ready

to

By Thomas Thiel

There is an adage that those who

fail to

understand history are

destined to re-live it.

The Korean War, actually any
war, was an historical experience I
would not wish any members of
your generation or of any younger
generation to have to re-live.
Citizens need to be reminded
how it is that they are able to live
free in the United States of America,
the greatest country ever.

Certainly

the

Korean

War
contributed to this freedom. I firmly
believe that it was as important a

contribution

as any during my

lifetime, maybe even \ A/Vlll
believe that ultimately the Korean

I

War contributed to the demise of the

Communism

in the Soviet Union

and its decline and

eventual
rejection elsewhere in the world.
While in Korea, I served with the
24th lnfantry Division; when we wore

a

patch we wore one showing a
Taro Leaf, a plant that has served
as a mainstay of Hawaiian heritage..

The following from the 24'n
lnfantry Division Association's
lnternet web site best describes this

Division's past: "Welcome to the
official Web site of the 24th lnfantry
Division Association, the Pride of
the Pacific Theater. Our motto is,
'First to Fight.'An Act of Congress

defend freedom and

the

democratic way of life, anytime,
anywhere, against all aggressors in the jungles, through the snow,
or on the sands in far off lands.

We are fiercely Proud of our
heritage, and when our nation
calts upon us once again - we will
be, First to Fightll!"

It was early morning on the day

before Thanksgiving, November
22,19501

I had reported to the Wyandot
County draft board in Upper
Sandusky, Ohio, as directed to do
in a letter appearing to have been

signed

by

President Harry

S.

Truman.
Mr. Truman's letter said, in part:

"Greetings. You have been
selected by your friends and
neighbors to represent them in the
armed forces of the United States
of America." I was 40 days short of
my 22nd birthday.

I had

relatively limited
knowledge of the world outside the
Ohio farm where I was born and
raised. I had never been on a bus,
train, plane or ship. I had never
even stayed overnight in a hotel.
my fellow
Along with five
draftees boarded a greyhound
bus destined for Toledo, OH, and

I

of
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lnduction into the U.S. Army.

We were loaded onto

Pullman

railroad car, which was destined for
Camp Breckinridge, near Henderson,

KY across the Ohio River

from

Evansville, lN.

About dark our car was coupled to
a train and we started moving south.

That night the whole

eastern

Midwest area was under the siege of

a very heavy snowstorm, which

before it was finished dropped more
than 3 feet of snow!
As our train worked its way south I
suddenly recognized the area we
were traversing; our route was on a
rail line I remember as the Big 4 RR.
It passed within a couple hundred
yards of where my girlfriend, Theresa
Mathern, lived in Carey, OH. From
there it passed through Forest, OH,
and immediately along the Gramm
Trailer Company assembly building
where I had worked the previous
year.

From there it gradually traveled
south and west albeit a really slow

trip. I don't know if the weather helped
to make it slow. I gave up trying to fix
where we were and retired to my
berth.

It was well after dark on

Thanksgiving evening when we
arrived at a rail station in Henderson,
KY. From there Army busses took us

the 30 or so miles to

Rod Layer
Harold Sievers
Mary Lum
Charlie Marcelle
Anthony Falo
J.J. Williams
John Rodgers
Joe Turner
William Simunek
Don Lynch
Ed Wynn
Glenn Crabtree

CarolBecker
Joe Aronica

William Back
CarlCain
John Yohn
Donald Hathaway
Gene LaJuenesse

05to4
05t04
09/04
09/04
09/04
10/05
11t04
11t04
11t04
11104

11t04
11t04
11t04
11t04
11t04
01/05
01/05

02t05
12t05

Sootuors
-RMC - Reverse Mortgage
Company.
Marie Marchi- Loan Officer
cell (352) 223-2510
600 N. ThackerAve
Suite D-58
Kissimmee, Florida 34741
(407) 870-76s6
(800) 77e-s0s4

Camp

Breckenridge.

We were treated to a very cold
Thanksgiving turkey dinner and
received our Army bedding and a
barracks and cot assignments.
Olclalmor-ThoIOWA, Chapter 169, Lake County
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Memorial l)av Messase
Each Memorial Day we honor a
very special group of Americansthose in uniform who have given
their lives in service to this nation.
We, the beneficiaries of their
sacrifices, must shoulder the
responsibility of insuring that these
sacrifices were not made in vain.
This year, as we pay tribute to

Villages. Also present for the
ceremony was Chapter 188
Honor Guard. They raised
over $100,000 dollars at this
benefit. The color guard and
honor guard should be proud
that they had a small part in
helping the lives of these
cancer patients. Thanks to
Chapter 188 and everyone
who participated.

these heroic soldiers,

sailors,
and
coastguardsmen, let us rededicate
ourselves to the ideals on which
this country was founded. ln so
doing we keep faith with them

airmen, marines

whose unswerving devotion to duty

provide inspiration to freedomloving people around the world.
Today, as much as yesterday, we
pay homage to their memory and
that of generations of servicemen
and women who have gone before
them.

ln

January some of the
members went to a fund
raiser at the Paddock Mall. lt

sponsored by Bella
Lindsey. Bella Lindsey gave
the chapter $100.00 for their

was

participation. Good work guys.

The chapter sold Rose

of
Sharon at both the Wal-Mart
in Leesburg, and the Market

Chapter News & of

Events

Our annual picnic was held
on May 12rh, at Hickory Point.
The food was great. Harold
was Auctioneer again. We
have to find him another job.

in Belleview.
the following
people for doing a terrific job.
Jack Gleason, Art Dube,
Marion
Thanks to

Harold Sievers, John Yohn,
Carl Cain, Len Hanson, Elmo
Jr.

One of the members brought up

On April 9,

2OO4 10WA
Chapter 169 presented the
colors for Cancer relay for
life. The benefit took place at
a local high school in the

in

the last
discussion
newsletter about losing your VA
card. lf you don't use it within
two years you will lose it. One
way to keep that card is to make
an appointment for a physical.
the

No arrests were

Page 3

immediately

announced.

"lntellectual property theft is a

global problem that hurts
economies around the world,"

Attorney General John Ashcroft
said in a statement announcing
the crackdown. "To be effective,
we must respond globally."

Among the countries in which

FBI

Mav Birthdavs

searches have

been

conducted are Belgium, Denmark,

France, Germany,

lsrael, the

Hungary,
Netherlands,

Singapore, Sweden and Great
Britain.

For Your Information

by Jeff Sieqel

It's easy, inexpensive, amazingly

for you, and has few
undesirable side effects. Yet it's

good
on

Net Piracy:

all too often overlooked when

Undercover investigations into
lnternet piracy identified more than
100 people in the United States and
abroad involved in the theft of more

than $50 million worth of music,

movies

and

software,

U.S.

authorities said.

people consider which form of
exercise is best for them. lt is

walking,

and the

can do for your body.

The results surprised even

More than 120 searches were
conducted in a 24-hour period in 27
states and 10 countries in an effort
to dismantle organizations known
by such names as Fairlight, Kalisto,
Echelon, Class, Project X and APC,

about the subject.

officials said.

women's health

The

initiative, known

as

"Operation Fastlink," has resulted in

the seizure of rnore than

200

computers, including 30 that served

as storage and distribution

hubs

containing thousands of copies of
pirated material. One server seized

in the United

States contained

65,000 separate pirated
authorities said.

titles,

evidence

continues to mount that three
brisk walks a week may be the
most health-conscious thing you
JoAnn Manson, MD, MPH, DrPH,

and she's supposed to know all

"No, I didn't realize just how
effective walking was," says Dr.
Manson, the co-director of

at

Boston's

Brigham and Women's Hospital
and an associate professor of

medicine at Harvard Medical
School. 'We always knew that
walking was effective, but after

looking

at the results, I'm

surprised that walking isn't readily
adopted by more people."
Page 4

The results came ftom

a

study

presented by Dr. Manson and her
colleagues at a meeting of the
American Heart Association. The
study, part of an eight-year research
project of 84,000 female nurses ages
40€5, reported that women who
walked for at least three hours a week
had a 40olo lower risk of heart attack
and stroke than women who didn't
walk. The study also suggested that
the brisker the walk, the greater the
health benefit.

"The benefits of walking are just
not well appreciated," says Dr.

Manson. "There

is still

a

misperception among the public that
in order to achieve any health benefit,
you have to exercise vigorously or be
a marathon runner. And that's just not
true."

Walking Offers

a

Variety of

Benefits with Few Risks Results from
the Nurses' Health Study demonstrate
the following benefits:

It's

inexpensive, requiring little
equipment other than a pair of sturdy
shoes. There are no fees to pay, no
courses to drive to, and it's as easy to
do as strolling around the block.

lfs

probably the safest form of

exercise. Walkers stand liftle chance

of developing shin solints, tennis
elbow, or torn muscles, cartilage, or
ligaments." About the only way you
can hurt yourself is by tripping on the
sidewalk," says Robert Vaughn, PhD,
an exercise physiologist at the Tom
Landry Sports Medicine and Research
Center at Baylor University Medical
Center in Dallas. ln one study, 70year-olds suffered twice as many
injuries from running as they did from
walking.

Walking is one of the most
efficient, low-impact workouts
available. Walking and running burn

about the same amount of calories per

mile. (The benefit to running comes

from the fact that you can cover
more miles running than walking in
the same amount of time.)

Walking offers a host of longterm benefits, which were outlined
in the Nurses' study. Among the
findings: women who walked briskly

(34 miles per hour, or one mile
every 15-20 minutes) had a 54o/o
lower risk of heart attacks and
strokes. Walking also lowers blood
Dressure, improves the cholesterol
profile, lowers the risk of
osteoporosis, and may lower the
risk of certain kinds of cancer.
There is also evidence that walking
helps reduce stress. "l really feel it
on the days when the weather is too
bad and I can't walk," says Joan
Bondioli of Dallas, who walks her

dog 40 minutes a day. "l just don't
feel as good. feel like there's
something missing."

I

Humor
WHY REDNECKS CAN'T BE
PARATTEDICS

A couple of rednecks are out in

the woods hunting when one of
them suddenly grabs his chest and
falls to the ground. He doesn't seem
to be breathing; his eyes are rolled
back in his head.
The other guy whips out his cell
phone and calls 91 1.
He gasps to the operator, "l think
Bubba is deadlWhat should I do?"
The operator, in a calm soothing
voice says, "Just take it easy and
follow my instructions. First, let's
make sure he's dead."
There is a silence...... and then a
shot is heard. The guy's voice
comes back on the line, "Okay, now
what?"

He is the
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Legionnaire

parade-riding
his

who pins on

ribbons and medals with

Entertainment

a

prosthetic hand,

He is the career quartermaster

who watches the ribbons
Some veterans bear visible signs of

their service: a missing limb, a
jagged scar, a certain look in the

and

medals pass him by.

He is the three anonymous
in The Tomb Of The

heroes

Others may carry the evidence
inside them: a pin holding a bone
together, a piece of shrapnel in the
leg - - - or perhaps another sort of
inner steel: the soul's ally forged in

Unknowns, whose presence at the
Arlington National Cemetery must
forever preserve the memory of all
the anonymous heroes whose
valor dies unrecognized with them
on the battlefield or in the ocean's

the refinery of adversity.

sunless deep.

eye.

Except in parades, however, the
men and women who have kept
America safe wear no badge or
emblem.

You can't tell

a vet just by

looking.

What is a vet?
He is the cop on the beat who
spent six months in Saudi Arabia
sweating two gallons a day making
sure the armored personnel carriers
didn't run out of fuel.

He is the barroom loudmouth,
dumber than five wooden planks,
whose overgrown frat-boy behavior
is outweighed a hundred times in
the cosmic scales by four hours of
exquisite bravery near the 38th
parallel.

She - or he - is the nurse who
fought against futility and went to
sleep sobbing every night for two
solid years in DaNang.

He is the POW who went away
one person and came back another
- or didn't come back at all.
He is the Quantico drill instructor

that has never seen combat

- but

has saved countless lives by turning

slouchy, no-account rednecks and
gang members into Marines, and
teaching them to watch each other's
backs.

He is the old guy

bagging

groceries at the supermarket palsied now and aggravatingly
slow - who helped liberate a Nazi
death camp and who wishes all
day long that his wife were still

alive

to hold him when the

nightmares come.

He is an ordinary and yet an
extraordinary human being a
person who offered some of his
life's most vital years in the service

of his country, and who sacrificed
his ambitions so others would not
have to sacrifice theirs.
He is a soldier and a savior and
a sword against the darkness, and
he is nothing more than the finest,
greatest testimony on behalf of the
finest, greatest nation ever known.
So remember, each time you

see someone who has served our
country, just lean over and say
"Thank You." That's all most
people need, and in most cases it

will mean more than any medals
they could have been awarded or
were awarded.
Two little words that mean a lot,
"THANKYOU',
It is the soldier, not the reporter,
who has given us freedom of the
press.
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Boosters

It is the soldier, not the poet, who has
given us freedom of speech.
It is the soldier, not the campus
organizer, who has given us the
freedom to demonstrate.

It is the soldier who salutes

the

-

flag - - who serves beneath the flag
whose coffin is draped by the flag and
- who allows the protester to burn the
flag.

Mary Lum

Charlie Marcelle
Anthony Falo
J.J. Williams
John Rodgers
Joe Turner
William Simunek
Don Lynch
Ed Wynn

09/04
09/04

09t04
10t04

11tU
11t04
11t04
11t04
11t04

Glenn Crabtree
Carol Becker
Joe Aronica
William Back
Gene LaJuenesse
Donald Hathaway

11t04

CarlCain

01/05
01/05

John Yohn

11t04
11t04
11t04
12t05

a2t05

Sootuors
RMC - Reverse Mortgage
Company.
Marie Marchi- Loan Officer cell
-(352) 223-2510
600 N. Thacker Ave
Suite D-58
Kissimmee, Florida 347 41
(407) 870-76s6
(800) 779-s0s4

Dbclaimer-The lryWA, Chapter 169, Lake County
Fl, publishes this newsletter as a service to its
members as well as a public information source for
Veterans affairs. The @mments don't necessarily
reflect the views or the opinions of the membership,
the officers, board of directors, or the state and
national parent organization, nor does mention of a
product or organization imply endorsement.
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Meetinqs, Events

OFFICERS

TIIEMBERSHIP MEETINGS

PRESIDENT
Harold E. Sievers

Leesburg Senior Citizens Center
Time 2:00 pm

352-7534929
June 23, 2004

I"t vIcE PRESIDENT

General Membership Meeting

John Yohn

352-323-1894

July 14,2004
Board of Directors

2Nd

VICE PRESIDENT

Paul Russell

July 28 2004

352-3574569

General Membership Meeting

SECRETARY

August 11,2004

Mary Lum
352-750-1033

Board of Directors

TREASURER
Romeo J. Caillouette

352-3264420

EVENTS

CHAPLAIN
Charles E. Mercelle
352-253-1343

June 14,2004
Veterans Park
Time: 10:00 A.M
Flag Day

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
G. Brooks Gusseman
352-394-0524

July 5, 2004
lndependence Day
Veterans Park
Time: 10:00 AM

Charles White

352-787-1855
William F. Taylor
352-742-3320
Jackie Gleason
IPP President

July 27,2OO4
Korean Armisitice Day
Veterans Park
Time: 10:00 AM

- Photo taken from the
book 24th Forward. Late Winter
COVER

EDITOR/REPORTER
Joan Klawunn
Email: Klawunn99@aol.com

51.

Cover design by - JB Designs
Newsletter by J. Klawunn

The new
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Officers

were
present
acknowledged by the
Officers.

NEWS & EVENTS
Written By J. Klawunn

> NO UEETING
Remember there will be no
general membership meeting

in

August. Have

summer, and see

a

good
you in

September.

July 4th Ceremony at the
Veterans Park in Lady Lake
has been changed to July 5,
2004 at 10:00 am.

There is a new State Patch for
Korean War Veterans
Association. The Design was
done by Carol Becker.

the

On the lighter side of

the
Convention, Romeo needs to
put his shirt back on. Romeo
don't give up your day job to
be a model.
Charlie did an excellent job as
chief cook
the picnic.
Thanks Charlie.

at

At the May 26th Meeting Tom
Dolores was our guest.

Art Dube's Silver Star wil! be
awarded at the June 27th
Ceremony at the Veterans
Park in the Villages.

The man who had lost his
shirt at the convention won
the 50/50. What luck Romeo.
He also won the 50/50 at the
meeting. His luck has to stop
sometime.

a song that says
"Don't let you sons grow up to
be cowboys." Someone took

There is
Mr. Back has donated VCR
tapes about the Korean War
to the Chapter. lf you would
like to view them, you have to

sign them out. Mary

has

custody of them.

a

picture of Art Dube as a
Cowboy. I thought Romeo
was bad, but Dube took the
door prize. The picture was
worth a thousand laughs. lt

would have been

There was discussion of

the amount of
per person to
from
1.00
dues
increasing

1.50 per person.

picture
prefect if his side kick (elmo)
was dressed up as a horse.

I

would like

to

extend

a
specialthanks to James Houp
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for joining the Color Guard.
You did an excellent job at
the Villages. Thanks.

Veterans Park in Lady Lake

a

Memorial Day
held
Ceremony. The Color Guard
looked great. Harold was
Master of Ceremonies. The
patrons were out in numbers.
Thanks to the Color Guard for
doing a great Job.

A man is stumbling through the
woods totally drunk when he
come upon a preacher baptizing
people in the river. He proceeds to
water and
subsequently bumps into the
preacher.
The preacher turns around and
is almost overcome by the smell
of alcohol, whereupon he asks the
drunk, "Are you ready to find
Jesus?"

walk into the

The drunk answers, "Yes,

I

am."
So the preacher grabs him and
dunks him in the water. He pulls
him up and asks the drunk,
"Brother, have you found Jesus.?"

The drunk replies "No,

I

haven't found Jesus."

The preacher shocked at the

New Members
Welcome
Thomas Gavula

-

answer, dunks him into the water

Air Force

again for a little longer this time.
He again pulls him out of the
water and asks again, "Have you
found Jesus, my brother?"

Zr"pMty

The drunk answers again, "No,
I haven't found Jesus."

,'?.

v9r'

By this time the preacher is at
his wits end and dunks the drunk

dt

in the water again-but this time
hold him down for about 30
seconds and when he begins

5

June Birthdavs

kicking his arms and legs he Pulls
him up. The preacher again asks

the drunk, "For the love of God,
William Back
James Bratkowsky
Donald Carey
Rodger Sullivan
Jansen

have you found Jesus?"

The drunk wipes his eyes and
catches his breath and saY to the
preacher,--------

"Are you sure this is where he

fellin?'

Humor

Submitted by Harold Sievers.

Submitted by Paul Russell

month. Having never married, she

An elderly woman died last
requested no male pallbearers. ln
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person steering, while the American
team had 8 people steering and one

her handwritten instructions for her
memorial service, she wrote, "They

person rowing.

a

So American management hired

wouldn't take me out while I was alive
I don't want them to take me out

consulting company and paid
them an incredible amount of

dead.

money. They advised that too many
people were steering the boat, while
not enough people were rowing.

when

I'm

Attending a wedding for the first time,

gia
little
a
whispered to her mother, "Why is the
dressed
bride
in white?" "Because white is the color
happiness,
of
and today is the happiest day of her
The
life."
child thought about this for a moment,
said,
then
"So why is the groom wearing

To

prevent losing

to

the

Japanese again next year, the

rowing team's

management

structure was totally reorganized to

steering supervisors, 3 area
steering superintendents and 1
assistant superintendent steering

4

manager. They also implemented a
new performance system that would

give the 1 person rowing the boat
greater incentive to work harder.
It was called the Rowing Team

Quality First Program, with
One Easter Sunday morning as the
minister was preaching the children's
sermon, he reached into his bag of
props and pulled out an egg. He
pointed at the egg and asked the
children, "What's in Here?" "l know" a
little boy claimed. "Pantyhosel"

meetings, dinners and free pens for

the rower. Even new paddles and
medical benefit incentives were
promised for a winner. We must
give the rower the empowerment
and enrichments through this
quality program. The next year the

Japanese
Americans VS Japanese ?
A Japanese company and

an

American company decided to have a

canoe race on the Missouri River.
Both teams practiced long and
hard to reach their peak performance

before

the

race.

On the big day the Japanese won
by a mile. Afterward, the American
team became very discouraged and
morally depressed. The American
management decided the reason for
the crushing defeat had to be found.
A Management Team made up of
senior management was formed to

investigate

appropriate

and

recommend
action.

was

the
Their conclusion
Japanese had 8 people rowing and 1

won by two

miles.

Humiliated, the American
management laid off the rower for
poor performance, halted

development of

a new canoe, sold

the paddles, and cancelled all
capital investments for new
equipment.

The money saved was

distributed to the senior executives
as bonuses.

ENTERTAINMENT
Part 2 Story
Submitted by T. Thiel
Remember he just arrived at Camp
Breckinridge.
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to be manually fired and up until
now there was no one to do the

We were treated to a very cold
Thanksgiving turkey dinner and
received our Army bedding and a

firing. Well that changed as each
of us in turn was assigned to the
heating detail, which meant that
we had to pull duty during the
night to ensure that the furnaces
kept going and that banacks was
kept warm, the water pipes didn't
freeze, and that there was warm
water in the showers.

barracks and cot assignments.

It

seemed unusually cold

I

thought but told myself it was just
because I was entering this new life.

I went to bed in my undenruear
shorts and tee shirt. I was cold
beyond description; I don't think I
got any sleep at all.

The

predawn

was

soon

shattered by the shrill scream of a
whistle and the command to fall out.
It was about 4:30AM, a pattern that I
soon learned was to become normal
during basic training. We discovered
why we were so cold; our barracks
was not heated despite the fact that

the region had set a new morning
low of -17 degrees F!
On that first day we received our
clothing issue and also a rifle and
bayonet. We were assigned to
specific companies. I was assigned
to Charlie Company; the rest of the

Upper Sandusky drafrees went to
different companies.

Also on that first day

received an

we

"inspirational"
presentation from the man we would

come to despise, the Sergeant in
charge of our barracks. He was
younger that most of us; he became
a Sergeant long before he become
man. All remember
his
presentation was: "l love the Army,
and by God you willtoo!"
I never really did "love" the Army!

a

I

of

The barracks still were without
heat; that night I wore my complete
fatigue uniform and piled my wool
Army overcoat on top of my Army
blankets. But I was stillcold.
The reason there was no heat in
the barracks was that they were
heated with coal furnaces that had

Interesting Facts
Dollar Bill
By David Futrelle,
Money Magazine

)The one-eyed pyramid The
surreal seeing pyramid on the
back of the dollar bill combines two

Masonic symbols: the Eye of
Providence in a Radiant Triangle
and a truncated pyramid. On the
bill, the triangle containing the eye

visually completes the pyramid,
suggesting that the new nation

would be completed with an assist
from an all-seeing God.

)

George

Washington's

mysterious grimace When he
posed for the painting later used
for his portrait on the dollar bill,
Washington's face was still partly
swollen from a recent fitting of
false teeth. Hence his expression.

1606 - Sir Everard Digby, Thomas
Winter, John Grant and Thomas

Bates, conspirators in

the

"Gunpowder Plot" to blow up
Britain's Houses of Parliament,
were executed.

1943 - The British Air Force
carried out the first daylight
bombing raid on Berlin.
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Boosters
Mary Lum

09/04

1798 - The first brawl to occur in the

Charlie Marcelle
Anthony Falo
J.J. Williams
John Rodgers
Joe Turner
William Simunek

09104

United

States
House
of
Representatives took place as
congressmen, Matthew Lyon and
Roger Griswold duked it out on the
House floor. The fight began when
Lyon spit in Griswold's face.

of

American casualties were
sustained between July 1951 and
460/o

July 1953

America's war machine dropped
significantly after World War ll: ln
mid-1945, the Navy had 98 active
caniers, but by the time the Korea
conflict began there were only 15. ln

the same period, combat aircraft in
service dropped from 30,000 to

09t04
10t04
11t04
11t04
11104

Don Lynch
Ed Wynn
Glenn Crabtree
Carol Becker
Joe Aronica
William Back
Gene LaJuenesse
Donald Hathaway

11t04

CarlCain

01/05
01/05
06/05

John Yohn
Harold Sievers

11104

11t04
11t04
11104

11t04
12t05

02t05

Sooruors

9,000.

RMC - Reverse Mortgage
Company.
Marie Marchi- Loan Officer cell
(352) 223-2510

X-Rated Newsletter ??
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600 N. ThackerAve
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(800) 779-s0s4
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Meetinos, Events

OFFICERS

MEMBERSH'P MEETINGS

PRESIDENT
Harold E. Sievers

Leesburg Senior Citizens Center
Time 2:00 pm

352-7534929

July 28 2004
1"t VIGE PRESIDENT

General Membership Meeting

John Yohn
352-323-1896

August 11,2004
Board of Directors

2Nd

VIcE PRESIDENT

Paul Russell

352-3574569
SECRETARY
Mary Lum
352-750-1033

TREASURER
Romeo J. Caillouette

352-3264420

September 8, 2004
Board of Directors

September 22,2004
General Membership Meeting
EYETI,TS

CHAPLA!N

July 27,2004

Charles E. Mercelle

Korean Armistice Day
Veterans Park
Time: 10:00 AM

352-253-1343

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
September 11,2004
G. Brooks Gusseman
352-394-0524
Charles White

352-787-1855
William F. Taylor
352-742-3320
Jackie Gleason
IPP President
EDITOR/REPORTER
Joan Klawunn
Email: KlaWUnn99@aOI.COm

Remembrance Day

Veterans Park
Time: 10:00 AM
Cover - June 14,2004 Flag Day
Veterans Park. Pictured - Len

Henson, Paul Russell, Mary
Lum.

- JB Designs
Newsletter by J Klawann

Cover Design

Dlsclslmer-The KVWA, Chapter 169, Lake
County Fl, publishes this newsletter as a
service to its members as well as a public
information source

for Veterans affairs. The

comments don't necessarily rellect the views or
the opinions of the rnembership, the officerE,
board of directors, or the state and national
parent organization, nor does mention of a
product or organization imply endorsement.
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NEWS & EVENTS

At this time they are collecting
names for a petition to have
Norman Schwarcoff name put

Written By J. Klawunn

on the Pres Election ballot.

Remember there will be no
general
membership
meeting in August. Have a
good summer, and see you in

Aslo they have a candidate for
U S Senate you can get this
info on the Veterans Pafi U
website.
Http :/lwww. veteransparty. us/

S

September.

Everyone isn't perfect
this editor.

especially

I

apologize to Art Dube, and
James Houp. Art Dube's
ceremonv for his medal is

July

not June 27th. lt will
still take place at Veterans
Park in Lady Lake. James
Houp never joined the color
guard, sorry about that.
27tfr

LADY LAKE
There was an article in the

Daily Sun and the

Star
Banner that hinted that the Va
Clinic in Lady Lake would not
be built. When it gets into the
hands of the politicians you
don't know what it going to
happen. That is supposedly a
rumor that was started. There
are people in our Chapter who
think that facility will be built
year. For other
within
information on VA Clinics and
Hospitals see the article in the
newsletter.

a

OFF'CERS

AII offices are open for
election this fall. lf you know
someone that would make a
good candidate call Jackie at
352-245-9691.

The members who attended

the

conference thought
Chapter 169 had the best

turnout and was
represented.

well

Joan Arcade is trying to start
a program that is similar to
adopt a kid, adopt a vet. The
program will target the High
School student. The student
will have to submit an essay,
if the essay wins there is a
1,000 dollar scholarship. lf
you are interested in starting
this program give Harold a
call. lf you wish to participate
in adopt a kid adopt a Vet or

different event
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need more information about
the program call Harold.

in

this
country. Thanks to everyone
who participated.

Happy Birthday

Our Mascot

Sergeant
General Elmo McArthur Jr.
was the center of attention at
the meeting. Harold Sievers
presented him with a good
conduct medal, and a good
conduct certificate. Art was
jealous because he didn't
good conduct
receive
medal. There was a smile on
Art's face that said, don't
care I got something better
the silver star.

a

I

Chapter

188 Carol and

Brooks thanked the editor

and our Chapter for

dedicating May's Newsletter
to the Honor Guard. Chapter

188 Honor Guard was

gratefu!.

Julv Birthdavs
Glenn Crabtree
Artie Fudge
lsaih Hatcher
James Houp
John Rodgers
Joan Klawunn

For Your Information
VA ANNOUNCES
CHANGES FOR FLORIDA
HEALTH CARE
FACILITIES
(May 7,2004)
WASHINGTON

On Monday June

14th the
Veterans Park in Lady Lake
celebrated flag day. The
ceremony was nice; Harold
Sievers was master of
ceremonies. John Yohn and
Paul Russell got their picture
in the Daily Sun. Veterans
Park Honor Guard performed
flag folding ceremony. Each
fold of the flag represents a

A new

veterans hospital

in

Orlando, a new inpatient tower at

Tampa, new construction

in

Gainesville, and four new clinics

and the potential for

enhanced
spinal cord injury services are part
comprehensive plan by the

a

Department of Veterans Affairs
(VA) to modernize its nationwide
system of health care facilities.
About 451,000 of Florida's 1.8
million veterans were treated last
year in VA's health care facilities,
up from 290,000 in 2000. ln 2003,

VA spent $4.2 billion in Florida, an
increase from $3.1 billion three
years before. About 80 percent of
the health care provided by VA is

outpatient care, The plan will

enable the department to enhance
its ability to provide more of the
outpatient care veterans want and

use, while building upon VA's
expertise in providing highly
specialized inpatient care.

These changes are part of a
comprehensive plan called
CARES, short for 'Capital Asset
Realignment for Enhanced

Services."

and new or
expanded spinal cord injury services
in south Florida.

Sarasota area;
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The

Secretiary's

CARES report can be viewed in
its entirety on VA's Web site at
htto: //www. va. oov/CAR ES.

ln addition to the new medical
center in Orlando, offering the full
range of inpatient, outpatient and

specialty care, the secretary's
announcement includes the
following for Florida: a new
inpatient tower for the Tampa VA

Medical Center;

four

new

community based outpatient
clinics in Jackson County,
Putnam, Summerfield (South

Marion) and Eglin Air Force Base
by 2012; continuation of inpatient
surgery services at the Lake City
VA MedicalCenter; pursuit of joint
ventures with the NavalAir Station
at Jacksonville; pursuit of a joint

venture with Pensacola Naval

Hospital and Eglin Air Force Base

for outpatient and inpatient care;
pursuit of a joint VA/Department of
Defense medical clinic at the Bay

Pines VA Medical Genter in St.
Petersburg; exploration of
leasing
enhanced-use
opportunities at Bay Pines and

Miami; identification of a site for a

new National Cemetery in

the

Did vou Know?
TAPS
We've all heard the haunting song,
"Taps." lt's the song that gives us
that lump in our throats and usually
creates tears in our eyes. But, do
you know one of the stories behind
the song?

It all began in 1862 during the
CivilWar, when Union Army Captain
Robert Ellicombe was with his men
near Harrison's Landing in Virginia.
The Confederate Army was on the
other side of the narrow strip of land.
During the night, Captain Ellicombe
heard the moans of a soldier who lay
mortally wounded on the field.
Not knowing if it was a Union or
Confederate soldier the Captain
decided to risk his life to bring the

stricken man back for medical
attention. Crawling on his stomach
through the gunfire, the Captain
reached the stricken soldier and
began pulling him toward his
encampment. When the Captain
finally reached his own lines, he
discovered it was actually a
Confederate soldier but the soldier
was dead. The Captain lit a lantern
and suddenly caught his breath and
went numb with shock. ln the dim
light, he saw the face of the soldier.
It was his own son. The boy had
been studying music in the South
when the war broke out. Without
telling his father, he enlisted in the
Confederate Army.

The following

morning,

heartbroken, the father asked
permission of his superiors to give
his son a full military burialdespite

work after a pre-set time,
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his enemy status. His request was
only partially granted.

The Captain had asked

if

he

could have a group of Army band
members play a funeraldirge for his
son at the funeral. The request was
turned down since the soldier was a

Confederate but, out of respect for
the father, they did say they could
give him only one musician. The
Captain chose a bugler.

He asked the bugler to play a
series of musical notes he had
found on a piece of paper in the
pocket of the dead youth's uniform.
This wish was granted. The
haunting melody we now know as
"Taps" used at military funerals was

and

others have feature limits
("crippleware") and require a
purchase

to

function.

Freeware

release

its

full

is fully functioning

software, with no time limits, and

free for the asking.
professional
Many
programmers just love to create,
and
share
their
work with the online old...including
You
me.
and
The most reliable sources for
Freeware are Download.com
(owned

by Cnet, they've

been

around a long time and have a
solid reputation to protect), and
NoNags.com (Nonags became

popular years ago

when

SOFTWARE THAT IS FREE.

programmers began distributing
"nagware", which is shareware
disguised as freeware, but with
annoying popups that ask you to
register [pay for] the program).
Both sites feature categorized

Sure, if you know where to look.
OK; you just realized that couldn't
open the pictures that your son just

segment on the homepage, and
search capability. They also have
the devotion to help even a novice

born:

TODAY'S INTERNET TIP:

sent, and you're dreading the trip to

the mall, searching the shelves,
standing in line, and high prices.
Relax. Free software really does

exist online, and you can have it
installed and running in minutes
without leaving your favorite chair!
Online software comes in 3 basic

categories:
Commercial,
Shareware, and Freeware.
Commercial software is very

similar to the boxed CDs you buy at
the mall, without the trip...it can be

downloaded, and

ordered

in many cases

on
Shareware is a

CDs.
commercial

product that is distributed in a
"limited" version, like a free trial.
Some have full features, but fail to

listings,

a "New Releases"

get started quickly and

simply.

You'llftnd more usefultips at SAM:
http://ScamAlert. proboa rds20. com
JB "Pop" Stran

ENTERTAINMENT
The Budweiser Story (not a joke)
Submitted by Don Lynch

How Budweiser handled those
who laughed at those who died on
the 11th of September,2001...
Thought you might like to know

what happened in

north

a

little town

of Bakersfield,
California. After you finish reading
this, please forward this story on to

Aggressive!

Page 6

others so that our nation and people

around the world will know about
those who laughed when they found

to

BUTT

Whoopin'!

Pass this along, America needs

know that we're all

working

together.

God Bless Americall

out about the tragic events in New
York, Pennsylvania, and the
Pentagon.

On September 11th, a Budweiser
employee was making a delivery to
a convenience store in a California
town named McFarland. He knew of
the tragedy that had occurred in New
York when he entered the business
to find the two Arabs, who owned the
business, hooping and hollering to
show their approval and support of

treacherous

this

attack.
The Budweiser employee went to
his truck, called his boss and told him
of the very upsetting event! He didn't
feel he could be in that store with
those horrible people. His boss
asked him, "Do You think you could

go in there long enough to pull every
Budweiser product and item our
beverage company sells there? We'll

never deliver to them again."
The employee walked in,
proceeded to pull every single
product

his

beverage

09/04
09/04
09/04
10t04
11t04
11t04
'11104

11104

11tU

CarolBecker

11t04
11t04

Joe Aronica

11104

William Back
CarlCain

01105

John Yohn
Donald Hathaway
Harold Sievers
Rod Layer
Gene LaJuenesse

11t04
01/05

02t05
06/05
06105

12t05

company

provided and left with an incredible
grin on his face. He told them never
to bother to call for a delivery again.
Budweiser happens to be the beer of
choice for that community. Just
lefting

Boosters
Mary Lum
Charlie Marcelle
Anthony Falo
J.J. Williams
John Rodgers
Joe Turner
William Simunek
Don Lynch
Ed Wynn
Glenn Crabtree

you know how Kern County

handled

this
situation.
And Now The Rest Of The Story:
It seems that the Bud driver and the
Pepsi man are neighbors. Bud called
Pepsi and told him. Pepsi called his
boss who told him to pull all Pepsi

as well!!! That would
include Frito Lay, etc.

products

Furthermore, word spread and all
vendors followed suit! At last report,

the store was closed indefinitely.
Good old American Passive-

RMC - Reverse Mortgage
Company.
Marie Marchi- Loan Officer cell
(352) 223-2510
600 N. ThackerAve
Suite D-58
Kissimmee, Florida 34741
(407) 870-7656
(800) 779-s054

lflvAC@r109
SgSrhArELtt
LdyL*e,Flut&32159
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NO

MEMBERSHIP MEETING

September 8,2004
Board of Directors

SECRETARY
Mary Lum

September 22,2004

352-750-1 033

General Membership Meeting

TREASURER
Romeo J. Caillouette
352-326-4420

October 13,2004
Board of Directors
October 27,2004

CHAPLAIN
Charles E. Mercelle
352-253-1343

BOARD OF

DIRECTORS

General Membership Meeting

EVENTS
September 11,2004
Remembrance Day

Tom Gavura

Veterans Park

352-750-6453

Time:6:00 pm
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Charles White
352-787-1855

William F. Taylor
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Time: 10:00 am

352-742-3320
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Art Dube receives his

silver star from

Cornel

Chalkey.
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new administration things would
be different, but it seems things
are just as bad. I am under the
impression that the new officers

NEWS & EVENTS
Written By J. Klawunn

have not taken their

Members of KWVA Chapter 169
send their condolences to the
Mercelle family. Charlie passed
away on the morning of August
10,2004.

This fall new officers will

be

elected. All offices are open for
election. lf you or you know
someone that would be willing to
take on the responsibility of
those positions call Jack at 352-

lf you are not already a booster
to this fantastic newsletter and
would like to become one, the
cost is $10.00 per year. You can
mail your $10.00 donation to
KWVA 169, 909 Santa Anna
Lane, Lady Lake Florida 32159.

Brooks Gusseman has resigned
from the board of Directors due
Health Problems. Harold
asked if anyone wanted to be an
interim director, no one seemed
to accept this position. Tom

to

Gavura was appointed,

he

accepted the interim position.

There were a few members that
expressed concerns with
National. Everyone thought with

new
positions, because some people
in National say the votes were
tapered with.

Day.
The ceremony in Veterans Park
for Armistice Day, was a special
day. Not only was the Armistice
signed, it was also a special day
for Art Dube. The ceremony was
nice; Harold did a nice job as
master of ceremonies.
Art Dube finally received his
long overdue silver star. lt was
presented to him by US Army
Cornel Chalkey. When Cornel
Chalkey pinned the Silver Star

on Art, the color guard was
present to witness this honor.
That was a nice touch to the
ceremony.

From all of KWVA Chapter
169 members we would like to
congratulate Art. I would like to
thank Jackie Gleason, for getting
the Silver Star for Art. Lenard
Henson for providing a spectular

picnic the day before the big
event. Harold Sievers for getting
the Veterans Park to perform the
service, and for asking Cornel
Chalkey to perform the pinning
of the Silver Star.

William Simunek has joined the

Color Guard.

Congratulations
and thanks for joining.

VAVS Goordinator -

Page 3

Paul

Fitzsimmons
KWVA VSO - Charley Price

Happy Birthday

KWVA Liaison

to

Ganadian

KWV - William Burns

Tel! America Goordinator - Larry
Kinard

Membership Ghairman

-

Jerry

Lake

Membership Field Coordinator Sam Naomi

Membership Admin Assistant Nancy Monson

Budget

Aueust Birthdavs

/

Finance Gommittee
Chairman - James Ferris

Gommittee Members - William
Mac Swain, Bob Morga, Lee

Carol Becker
Carl Cain
Eugene Lajeunesse
James Ralston
John Rodgers

Dauster

Resolutions
Committee
Chairman - Ted Trousdale

-

Committee Members

Dean

McClain, Lee Dauster

By-Laws Committee Ghairman -

Iniured Reserve List

Roger Haas

Committee Members

Brooks Gusseman
Charlie White

-

Bob

Morga, William Mac Swain

Nominations

and

Elections

Chairman - Dick Wainright

For Your Information

Reunion Chairman

-

Byron

Dickerson

Revisit Chairman - Tom Ginn

Election
Secretary- Don Duquette
Assistant Secretary - Roger Haas
Treasurer - Clyde Durham
Assistant Treasurer - Bill Doyle

Editor, PR and Website

-

Ted

Barker

experimental

Martin

and causes a reduction in high
levels of sugar in the blood may

Presidential Envoy to UN

be the next big thing in treatment
for people with the most common

POWMIA Coordinator

-

O'Brien

Forces - Tom Clausen

Legislative Director
Price

ORLANDO An

drug that suppresses the appetite

Publisher - Finisterre
KUVVA

Lizard Spit?
Experimental Drug
Shows Promise

-

Charley

form of diabetes,

presented Sunday suggest.

studies

The drug exenatide, a manmade version of a hormone found
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Administration this summer and, if

in the saliva of Gila monsters,

year.

reduced high blood sugar levels
and led to weight loss in tests on
more than 1,000 people whose
type 2 diabetes was not being

Another candidate
called
LAF237, a drug designed to block an

controlled

by

current

drugs,

researchers reported at a meeting

here

of the

approved, could be available next

is

enzyme that inactivates GLP-1 in
humans. Novartis won't be seeking
FDA approval for LAF237 untit2006.

American Diabetes

Association.

ln two 30-week studies in
which patients were given two
different doses of the drug, those
who got the highest dose had the
greatest reduction in blood sugars
and an average weight loss of 6.3

pounds.

The benefits

were

sustained in patients who decided
to continue taking the drug for a
fullyear.

In a third study,

exenatide

improved the ability of cetts in the

pancreas to pump out insulin

in

response to the blast of sugar that
enters the blood after meals,
researchers said.
Given by injection at breakfast
and dinner, the exenatide acts

when blood sugars are too high
but not when they're in the normal

range, reducing the risk

of

a

dangerous plunge in blood sugars
called hypoglycemia.

Developed by Amylin
Pharmaceuticals and Eli Lilly,

exenatide is a synthetic version of

a

hormone in the saliva of Gila

monsters, a lizard that eats only
four times a year. When it eats, it
secretes the hormone, similar to

GLP-1 in humans, to activate
insulin production in the pancreas.
Exenatide is the furthest along
in development of several drugs
that focus on GLP-1, an intestinal

hormone that is released after a
meal. The drug will be submitted

to the Food and

Drug

160/o ol veterans serviced by
Veteran Hospitals are Korean

veterans.
172,600 Korean veterans receive
service-connected
compensation.

The Second lnfantry Division
suffered the largest number
killed: 7,094 .

ENTERTAINMENT
A police recruit was asked during the
exam, "What would you do if you
had to arrest your own mother?" He
said, "Call for backup."
Submitted by Harold Sievers

When my three-year-old son opened

the

birthday

gift from his

grandmother, he discovered a water
pistol. He squealed with delight and
headed for the nearest sink. I was
not so pleased. I turned to Mom and
said, "l'm surprised at you. Don't you
remember how we used to drive you
crazy with water guns?" Mom smiled
and then replied. . . "l remember."

FLORIDA STATE TROOPERS
A senior citizen in Florida bought

new

a

Mercedes

50 now and the Armed Forces say
l'm too old to track down terrorists.
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You can't be older than 35 to

convertible.

He took off down the road,
flooring it to 80 mph and enjoying

join the military. They'Ve got the
whole thing backwards. lnstead of
sending 18-year-olds off to fight,
they ought to take us old guys.
You shouldn't be able to join

the wind blowing through what little
hair he had left on his head. "This is
great," he thought as he roared
down l-75, he pushed the pedal to
the metaleven more.
Then he looked in his rear view
mirror and saw a highway patrol

think about sex every 10 seconds.

flashing and siren blaring. "l can get

couple of times a day, leaving us

trooper behind him, blue lights

away from him with no problem"
thought the man and he tromped it
some more and flew down the road

at over 100 mph.

Then110,120
mph. Then he thought, "What am I
doing? I'm too old for this kind of
shit."

He pulled over to the side of the

until you're

at

least 35.

For

starters:

Researchers say 18-year-olds

Old guys only think about sex a

more that 28,000

additional

seconds per day to concentrate on
the enemy.

Young guys haven't lived long
enough to be cranky, and a cranky

soldier is a dangerous soldier. lf

we can't kill the enemy

we'll

complain them into submission.
"My back hurts!" "l'm hungry!"

road and waited for the trooper
to catch up with him. The trooper
pulled in behind the Mercedes and

"Where's the remote control?"

walked up to the man. "Sir," he said,
looking at his watch, "My shift ends
in 30 minutes and today is Friday. lf
you can give me a reason why you
were speeding, that I've never heard

to war until you're at least old
enough to legally drink. An
average old guy, on the other
hand, has consumed 126,000

before, I'll

let you

go."

The man looked at the trooper
and said, "Years ago my wife ran off

with a Florida state trooper, and
thought you were bringing her
I

back."

The trooper replied, "Sir, have

nice

a

day."

lf ! Gould Enlist
Submitted by Bill Taylor

lf I could, l'd enlist today and help
my country track down those
responsible for killing thousands of

innocent people in New York City
and Washington, DC But, l'm over

An

18-year-old hasn't had a

legal beer yet and you shouldn't go

gallons of beer by the time he's
35 and a jaunt through the desert
heat with a backpack and M-60
would do wonders for the old beer
belly.

An 18-year-old doesn't like to
get up before 10 a.m. Old guys get
up early every morning to pee.

lf old guys are captured we
couldn't spill the beans because
we'd probably forget where we put
them. In fact, name, rank, and
serial number would be a real
brainteaser.

Boot camp would actually be
easier for old guys. We're used to
getting screamed and yelled at

J
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Birthdays

you. the

almost better than naps.

you didn,t even know you
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NEWS

& EVENTS

Written By J. Klawunn

Prisoner

Former

War
of
Recognition D"y, 2004
By the President of the United
States of
America
Americans look to our

veterans as examples of honor
and patriotism. These loyal
citizens have risked capture,
imprisonment, and their lives to
protect our homeland and
advance freedom abroad. As we
observe National Former
Prisoner of War Recognition
Day, we honor brave Americans
demonstrated
extraordinary courage in the
face of hardship and terror.
Today, nine out of ten former
prisoners of war are veterans of
World War ll. These Americans
helped to liberate millions and
defeat tyranny around the world,
survived unspeakable
horrors
the cause of
freedom. From enduring hard
labor in German and Japanese
POW camps to the torturous
Bataan Death March, these
proud patriots showed strength
character and incredible
resolve
captivity. Their
devotion to duty and love of
country stand as a measure of
service few others will attain.
America will never forget
these quiet heroes and all of our
former prisoners of war who

who have

and

of

for

suffered adversity in Korea,
Vietnam, the Persian Gulf,
Somalia, Kosovo, lraq, and other
conflicts. Our Nation is grateful
to our former prisoners of war for
their sacrifice to help protect the
democratic ideals that make our
country strong. Because of the
dedication of these men and
women in uniform, people in our
own country and in lands far
away can live in freedom. These
citizens inspire us, and we will
always remember their service
for liberty's blessings.

Jack's telephone number was
not included in last month's
newsletter. This fall new officers
wil! be elected. All offices are
open for election. lf you or you
know someone that would be

willing to take on

this
responsibility call Jack 352-2459691.

to Hurricane Frances, the
Board of Directors Meeting, and
the POW Ceremony in Veterans
Park was postponed. Our
general membership meeting will
be held September 22, 2004. I
hope everyone is well and has
survived.
Due

in

fE'

&
E=A
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Allowing the Secretary to
negotiate with pharmaceutical

Page 3

companies may help combat the
rising costs of prescription drugs,
which is why I cosponsored H.R.
3707 by Congressman Dennis
Moore (D-KS). H.R. 3707 repeals
the "non-interference language" of
the Medicare Prescription Drug
lmprovement & Modernization Act

Bifthday Greetings

t?

..-.,..,\

*,.,:(,,:I

(MMA), which prohibits

f &"f"rrLf
e6*,,r?

$,dl

Secretary

g

the

from interfering in

negotiations between prescription

drug

manufacturers and
Prescription Drug Benefit

q(Y

if enacted,
price controls set by the

Sponsors. Although

H.R. 3707 would ultimately lead to

Iniured Reserve List

government, I felt it would create a

policy worth discussing and lent

Brooks Gusseman
Charlie White

my

support

Moore's

rq. Iqtll+.&rry,gfi+ g

to

Congressman
bill.

However, it has never been my

lif,fiHi
- ffi&1'J",1',::,:"'::"
to
tools used
thwart the

solely

democratic process.

Submitted by Don Lynch.

As you know, Congressman Marion
Berry (D-AR) introduced H.R. 3767,

the Medicare Prescription

Drug

Savings & Choice Act. lf passed,
the billwould allow the Secretary of

Health

&

Human Services

to

negotiate prescription drug prices
with pharmaceutical manufacturers.
ln addition, the premium for the
Prescription Drug Benefit would be
$35 per month and each year
thereafter, the monthly premium
would be based on the average
monthly per capita actuarial cost of
the benefit. H.R. 3767 has been
referred to the Committees on
Energy & Commerce and Ways &

Means, but has yet to

considered.

The

American committee-review
pro@ss has worked effectively for
the past 200 years and

Drug Savrngs

be

circumventing that process now

would only lead to failure. Forcing
a vote on the House floor would
take away any ability to negotiate
a compromise on this legislation,
and would not lead to passage of
the bill in the Senate or approval

from the White House.

The
discharge
petition should be working with the
committees and other Members of
passing these
Congress
legislation,
important pieces
instead of creating more political
rhetoric during an election year.
While support allowing the
negotiate lower
Secretary
prescription drug costs, lwill not

cosponsors

of the

in

I

to

of

rage 4
ce signing the discharge petition.

I thank you for your concern
regarding this very important
matter and I hope you will
continue to share your thoughts
and views with me. lt is my honor
and privilege to serve the people
of Florida's sth Congressional
District and my offices and staff
are here to provide you with any
assistance you may need.

demonstration of bipartisan
Congressional support, the
leadership of both Houses hosted
the installation ceremony.

The League's POWMIA flag is
the only flag ever displayed in the
U.S. Capitol Rotunda where it will
stand as a powerful symbol of
national commitment to America's
POWMIAS until the fullest possible
accounting has been achieved for
U.S. personnel still missing and
unaccounted for from the Vietnam
War.

On August 10, 1990, the 101st
Congress passed U.S. Public Law

Flag
1n 1971, Mrs. Michael Hoff, an
MIA wife and member of the
National League of Families,
recognized the need for a symbol
of our POWMIAS. Prompted by

an article in the

Jacksonville,

trlerida Times-Union, Mrs. Hoff
contacted Norman Rivkees, Vice
President of Annin Company
which had made a banner for the
newest member of the United
Nations, the People's Republic of
China, as a part of their policy to
provide flags to all United Nations
members states. Mrs. Hoff found
Mr. Rivkees very sympathetic to

the POWMIA issue, and he,
along with Annin's advertising
agency, designed a flag to
represent

our

missing

men.

Following League approval, the
flags were manufactured for

101-355, which recognized the
League's POWMIA flag and

designated it "as the symbol of our
Nation's concern and commitment to

resolving as fully as possible the
fates of Americans still prisoner,
missing and unaccounted for in
Southeast Asia, thus ending the
uncertainty for their families and the
The importance of the

nation".

League's POWMIA flag lies in its
continued visibility, a constant
reminder of the plight of America's

POWMIAs. Other than "Old Glory",
the League's POWMIA flag is the
only flag ever to fly over the White
House, having been displayed in this

place of honor on

National
since

POWMIA Recognition Day

1982. With passage of Section 1082

of the 1998 Defense Authorization

Act during the first term of the 105th
Congress, the League's POWMIA

League flag, which flew over the

flag will fly each year on Armed
Forces Day, Memorial Day, FIag
Day, lndependence Day, National
POWMIA Recognition Day and
Veterans Day on the grounds or in
the public lobbies of major military
installations as designated by the

passed ovenrhelmingly during the

Secretary of the Defense, all Federal
national cemeteries, the national

distribution.

On March 9, 1989, an official

White House on 1988 National
POWMIA Recognition Day, was
installed in the U.S. Capitol
Rotunda as a result of legislation

100th Congress. ln

a

Bulgaria, Australia, Norway an
Poland are some of the countrie
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Korean War Veterans Memorial, the

National Vietnam

Veterans

listed there.

The other list

contain

Memorial, the White House,

everyone not on the first list. Mos
of the world's nations are on the

offices and at the official offices of
the Secretaries of State, Defense
and Veteran's Affairs, and Director
of the Selective Service System.
The flag is black, bearing in the

list.

the
United States Postal Service post

center,

in

black and white,

the

emblem of the League. The emblem

is a white disk bearing in

black

silhouette the bust of a man, watch
tower with a guard holding a rifle,
and a strand of barbed wire; above
the disk are the white letters POW
and MIA framing a white S-pointed
star; below the disk is a black and
white wreath above the white motto
YOU ARE NOT FORGOTTEN.

My press secretary will br
distributing copies of both list
later this evening.

Let me start by saying tha
effective immediately, foreign ait
to those nations on List 2 ceaset
immediately and indefinitely. Tht
money saved during the first yea
alone will pretty much Pay for tht
costs of the lraqi war.
The American people are n(
longer going to pour money intc
third world hell-holes and watcl
those government leaders grow fa
on corruption.

Need help with

a

famine?

Wrestling with an epidemic? Call

!NIERTfINYP,NT

France.

lf General Geotge Patton

Congress, I will work to cut taxes
and solve some localproblems.
On that note, a word to terrorisl
organizations. Screw with us and

were alive and President of
the USA, this would be his
Fireside Speech: Submitted by Bill

Taylor
My fellow Americans:

As you all know, the defeat of
lraq's regime has been completed.
Since congress does not want to
spend any more money on this war,
our mission in lraq is complete.
This morning I gave the order for
a complete removal of all American
forces from lraq. This action will be
complete within 30 days. lt is now
time to begin the reckoning.
Before me, ! have two lists. One
list contains the names of countries
which have stood by our side during

the lraq conflict. This list is short:

The United Kingdom, SPain,

-tn@er-wffi

we will hunt you down

and

eliminate you and all your friends
from the face of the earth.
Thirsting for a gutsy country to
terrorize? Try France, or maYbe
China.

To lsrael and the Palestinian
Authority. You, boys. Work out a

peace deal now. Just note that

Camp David is closed.

Maybe all

of you can go to

Russia for negotiations. They have

some great palaces there.

Big

tables, too.

I'm ordering the immediate
severing of diplomatic relations

with France,

Germany, and
Russia. Thanks for all your helP,

thought. Drop dead. God bless
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America.
comrades. We are retiring from NATO
as well. Bon chance, mes amis.
I have instructed the MaYor of New

York City to begin towing the manY
UN diplomatic vehicles located in
Manhattan with more than two unpaid
tickets to sites where those vehicles
stripped, shredded and
crushed.

will be

I don't care about whatever treatY

'

pertains to this. PaY Your tickets
tomorrow or watch Your Pre! cious
Benzes, Beamers, and limos be
turned over to some of the finest chop
shops in the world. I love New York.

A special note to our neighbors.
Canada is on List 2. Since we are
going to be seeing a lot more of each
other, you folks might want to try not
pissing us off for a change. Mexico is
also on List 2. President Fox and his
entire corruplgovernment really need

an attitude adjustment. I have
couple

of

a

extra tank and infantry

divisions sitting around. Guess where

l'm gonna put 'em? YeP, border
security. So start doing something

with your oil.

Oh, by the way, the United States
is abrogating the NAFTA treatYstarting now.

It is time for America to focus on
its own welfare and its own citizens.
Some will accuse us of isolationism. I
answer them by saying darn tootin'.

Nearly

folks live

a century of trying to helP
a decent life around the

world has only earned us the undying
enmity of just about everyone on the

planet. lt is time to cut ! taxes here
because we will not be sPending on
other peoples Problems.
To the nations on List 1, a final
thought. Thanks guYs. We owe You.
To the nations on List 2, afinal

Thank you and good night.
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NEWS & EVENTS

in

Veterans Park on Dube Day.

Written By J. Klawunn

The Veterans Park Lady Lake
will hold commemorative
ceremony
Charlie
Marcelle, the date will be
announced. Jackie is also
working
memorial
certificate for Charlie. I will try
to keep everyone posted on
this via newsletter.

a

for

on a

National Scheduled meeting
changed to October gth in
Deland at 10:00 am. lt has

been rumored that when
Coons left office only a
portion

of the

Treasury
monies were turned over to
the new treasury.

169

A lot of the board members
were missing so Jack
Gleason decided to announce
the nominations for office at
the next meeting. lf you know
someone
want to
nominate call Jackie or email
me.

you

Art Dube received a
proclamation

from

Harold

It is that time of year again;
accepting canned

we are

goods, and or non perishable
items for the Senior Center.
Bring them with you for the
meeting
October and
November. Thanks.

in

Meeting schedule

for

Thanksgiving is - Regular
Meeting November 17, 2004,
Broad of Directors Meeting
November 10,2004. Hope to
see everyone there.

There

is talk that KWVA

Chapter 169 is developing a
website. lf you have any input
as to what the website should
contain, or how it should look,
email: Klawunn99@aol.com.
Remembrance Day was held
at the Church on the Square
in the Villages. One of the
retired detectives had a cross
made from one of the steel
beams from ground zero. A
couple
hundred people
showed up for the ceremony.
The people who didn't show
were probably busy cleaning
up after the hurricane.

of
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The U.S House

of

Representatives has approved the
Veterans Medical Facilities
Management Act, which includes

a new regional

Veterans Affair
Clinic in Summerfield, U.S. Rep
Cliff Stearns' office announced

Wednesday.

"The VA plans

to

provide

special$ care and mental health

Y"."dgdil* ffiNi,@lee,
Iniured Reserve List
Brooks Guseman
Romeo J. Caillouette

For Your Information

services at this new site," Stearns,
R-Ocala, said in a news release.
"This 75,000 square foot facility,
expected to open in 2007, will
offer specialty services that
include audio logy, cardiology,
gastro-intestinal,
urology,
orthopedics, ophthalmology,
dermatology, minor surgery as
well as imaging services such as
CT, MRl, fluoroscopy, ultrasound
and nuclear imaging.

$4178 DEFENSE BILL

Is the one-stop place to go 7124
whenever service members or
family members need assistance
with any kind of problem? When

accessing MILITARY ONE
SOURCE on the internet, it is
necessary to enter an lD word and
password in order to enter the site.

are:
words
These
www.armvonesource.com, lD:
army, password: onesource;
www.nawonesource.com, lD:
navy, password: sailor;

www.mccsonesource.com, lD:
marines, password: semperfi;
www.airforceonesource.com, lD:
air force, password: ready

Associated Press, July 2004
WASHINGTON - Congress used

overwhelming votes to ship
President Bush a $417.5 billion
measure for defense in a day

that

highlighted lawmakers'
bipartisan approach to the
military - and their divisions over
many domestic programs.

The Senate approved

the

Pentagon spending bill 96-0 and
the House followed suit by 41012. The legislation included $25
billion for the next few months of

military operations in lraq and
Afghanistan and a7 percent

boost for other

defense

programs.

CLINIC OK'D BY
CONGRESS
Daily Sun

The ongoing wars and

the

approaching November elections
made the one-sided votes
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lnevitable.

cuts funds for NASA,
environment and science
programs while increasing
to

The bill is the first of the 13
annual spending bills for the

veterans' health care

government's next budget year which starts Oct. 1 - to clear the

Money appropriated for the
war in lraq will probably still be

$30.3

billion.

Republican-led
Congress. insufficient.
Administration
Lawmakers were eager to pass it
officials say they expect to have
before going into their six-week
through
recess, which began Friday.
September by moving money
"Our troops will have what
among accounts.
they need to do their jobs, and I
The war funds include money
am pleased that bipartisan
body armor, reinforced
majority
Congress
Humvee vehicles and $500

enough money

a
in the

for

continues to stand with me to
support our military," Bush said
of the measure in a written

million to train the new armies of
lraq and Afghanistan. The overall

bill has $1.6 billion less than

statement.

Bush requested for the Pentagon

Those measures have been
rocked by fights over everything
from spending for schools to aid
to SaudiArabia. With a backdrop
of record federal deficits that
have prompted the GOP to try

but nearly $25 billion over this

reining domestic spending,
legislators will face decisions

about those measures when they
return in September.
The House approved a $10
billion military construction
measure by 420-1. First, as

year's total, excluding money for

lraq and Afghanistan. lt has
nearly $78 billion for weapons
purchases, $3 billion more than
Bush requested. lncluded is
more money for

Air

Force

unmanned Predator aerial attack
vehicles, Stryker combat vehicles

for the Army and a

DD(X)

-

destroyer.

expected,

And there is $100 million for
the Air Force to modernize its
fleet of midair refueling tankers
purchased from the ailing

it dropped an

expansion of a housing program

for

soldiers' families

that

Boeing.

conservatives said broke budget

limits. The Senate has not yet
approved its version.
The House Appropriations

ENTERTAINMENT

a $90 billion
bill financing the Transportation
and Treasury departments after
voting 42-16 to give civilian
federal workers the same 3.5

This story begins on the Yellow
Sea. The Yellow Sea is between
Japan and Korea. We are aboard
Navy Ship LST 715. An LST is a
landing ship tank. lt was built in
World War ll for transporting Army
tanks and / or trucks and Howitzers.
It has a flat bottom as opposed to

-

Committee passed

percent raise

the

military

received. Bush recommended a
1.5 percent increase for civilians.

- The same House panel
approved a $92.9 billion bill that

other designs of ships.

There the Red Cross
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Because of its design of a flat
bottom, it can float in ten feet of
water. Due to the flat bottom, it is a
very hard riding ship. When out at
sea, the back end comes out of the
water. The propeller spins in the air
causing the whole ship to vibrate
with great force. About that time, the
bow is out of the water and returns

with a splash which makes a loud
thunderous sound. This continues
twenty-four hours a day while in
transit.

We had left Yokohama,

Japan

several days ago, bound for Korea.
It is now January 7, 1952. Tonight

we would be on

Korean

soil.

After supper, while still being on
the ship, the orientation started. We
will be entering the lnchon harbor at
high tide, so as to get close enough

to the shore for the trucks to
disembark. We were also issued
five more pairs of pants, the sizes
getting progressively bigger so as to
fit over each other to keep out the
cold. We already had parkas with

fur

lined

hoods.

At 8:00 PM, we slid onto the

beach. The temperature was 20
degrees below zeto. The truck
drivers warmed their trucks up for

an hour before. The drivers'
instructions were to use all six
wheel drives and to put the

accelerator to the floor and keep it
there until they reached the top of
the hill. lf they did othenuise, they

would be in the
The ship's bow doors

ocean.
opened,

leaving a huge gaping hole, and
then the ramp was lowered. The
twenty-four vehicles and six 105mm
Howitzers came spewing out of the
ship belly up the hill and onto level
land.

was

waiting for us. They served us
frozen doughnuts and lukewarm
coffee. Now our trek to the front

line

was

to

begin.

Korea was a primitive country.
There were no road signs to guide
us and this would be a night time
troop movement. The Logistical

Command was ready for us
though. There would be Military
Police to take us to the front. This
was a long trip so there were four
different MPs to do the job. The
MPs admonished all the drivers to
"keep the convoy closed up, not to
leave the convoy, or use the head

lights. You will use the lights
called' cat's eyes'." With these
instructions, we were ready to
embark on this new experience.
The kitchen crew, four of us, and
the warrant officer, plus all of the
kitchen equipment, was to occupy
the back of the truck. This would
be a bitterly cold trip. The cab of
the truck was an open type. lt did
have a cloth top and side curtains.
The back of the truck was entirely
covered with a tarp. The only

opening was

opened in

a

curtain

the

which
back.

After the convoy was assembled,
we started to move. We couldn't
see outside, but could feel the
sensation of going up and down

hills. We also could feel

the

sideways movement when going
around curves. Although we were
shielded from the wind, we could
feel the cold creeping in. Now
when the human body is subjected
to extreme cold, it protects itself by
expelling the excess water. ..After
two hours of rough riding, the
convoy stopped to do this function.
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We all got out of the trucks to
accomplish this task. After

unbuttoning six pairs of pants, I
began to search for this part of my
anatomy. I knew it was there when
left, but had great difficulty finding it.
But at last, ahhhh, there it was...l took
care of the usual procedure. These
I

were the days before the signs
proclaiming, "Don't eat the yellow
snow." This activity happened about

five times during the

trip.

About six hours into the trip, I
overheard the truck driver and the
mess sergeant talking. The driver
said, "l think we are lost. I can't see
the convoy. " The mess sergeant
said, " Just keep on driving." I was
very upset, as I could hear the rat-atat of machine-gunfire. Then I heard a
familiar sound, a jeep motor running

at high speed. lt was the Military

Police. Both vehicles stopped. The
MP growled at our driver, "Why did
you leave the convoy?" "l got lost at
the fork in the road", the driver said.
The MP said, "lf you would have
continued on this road, you would
have ended in enemy territory and
would have been prisoners of war
before you could have fired a shot."
The MP got us turned around and told

us to follow him back to the convoy,
which we did. ln spite of all the winter

running over to me and inquired,
"Where is the hot coffee, Arnold?"

I

was cold, angry, and

very

frustrated. My reply was, "Sir, do

you see that water trailer

over

there? Well, it has 250 gallons of
frozen water in it. The immersion

heaters

are all coated with

cosmulene. When we get them
cleaned up, we will begin to thaw
the ice in the trailer. Then we will
talk about making coffee. "lt was
mid afternoon before we had
assembled a meal for the men. lt
was thirty hours since the last
meal that we had on the ship. Two
space heaters were brought into

the kitchen tent to keep the
canned goods from freezing.

That night we found a tent to

sleep in. We slept in our sleeping
bags on the frozen dirt floor. We

were warned, put your boots in
the sleeping bag. But I ignored
them, much to my regret. The next
morning when I woke up, the tent

ceiling was covered with thick

frost, as were my boots inside and
out. You can guess what
happened the next night. The next
three weeks were all below zero.

We had little space heaters that
bummed fuel oil. We would wake
at 2:00 AM, as the fire had gone
out because the oil had turned to

jelly and would not flow. One of us

clothing, we were getting chilled to
the bone. Such luxuries as heaters
were not a part of Army vehicles.
After twelve hours enroute, we
finally reached our destination. lt was
still 20 degrees below zero. The
officers assessed the area and told
the truck drivers, "You will have to put
on the chains or you will never get

would get up, take the fuel line
apart, clean it, reassemble it, and
try to restart the fire. Later we
mixed gas and fuel oil, half and
half. This did the trick until the
officers heard about it and we
weren't allowed to do it any
longer. ln the motor pool, during

place."

vehicles had to be started every
hour and warm up so as to be
ready to go at a moments notice.

into

this

After we got into the area, I got off
the truck. I was going to look for the
kitchen tent, when an officer came

subzero weather,

all of

the
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for Vice President,

Paul
Russell for 2nd Vice President.
As you are aware nominations
are open till the next meeting.

NEWS & EVENTS
Written By J. Klawunn

memorial service was held for
the
Veterans Park on October 31,
2004. Some of the highlights
of the ceremony Harold
presented the flag to Mrs.

Charles Marcelle

at

Marcelle. Chapter 169 did a
21 gun solute, and taps was

held our Rose of Sharon
Fund raiser at the Publix's in
Belleview 4th and sth of
November. Thanks to Jackie

Gleason

and his

elves

Publix's was a success.

played by Guy Misura. Jackie

presented Mrs. Marcelle a
check to be donated to the

Church. Good

job

guys.

There will be a service at

the Church of God in
Umatilla for Charlie
November 21,2004 at 10:30

AM. For

information call

Harold.

169 made a charity
contribution to the Eustis
ROTC program, we have also
received a nice thank you

senior center is still in need of
canned goods. So bring them
to the next meeting. lt will be
greatly appreciated.

spoke about his experience
with PTSD (Post Traumatic
Stress Disorder). One of the
key issues brought out while
he attend classes in Tampa,

was that one should

talk
about the traumatic incidence.
Look at For Your lnformation
for a brief synopsis on PTSD.

letter from them. Some of the
donation will go to buying a
POWMIA Flag, to present in

official license plate. Check it

their ceremonies.

out the next time you are

in

the tag office.

everyone
President,

is

aware,

Vice

the
President

have served their term. lt is
time to replace them. The
nominations are: John Yohn

members Carol Becker had a
part in making the new KVA
Banner. Good Job Carol.

of Highway 466 and Buena Vista
Boulevard. I'm thrilled to report
that the clinic will be ready by
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of

2005.
January
Furthermore, the VA multi-care
clinic in Marion County that was
included in the CARES (Capital

Happy Birthday

Assessment Realignment for
Eugene Chandler, Art Dube, Bob
Marcelle, Joseph Martin, Ben Mc
Curry, Natale Trunzo, Don Veliky

Enhanced Servlces) report is now
scheduled to be completed in
2007 - also earlier than previous

The

projections.
Villages
approached the VA with their offer
to donate the land for this 75,000

square foot facility, and
negotiations are underway to
select a site for that multi-care
clinic. The land donation by The
Villages will save the VA money,
and could accelerate its opening
by as much as nine months.

Brooks Guseman
Lenard Hanson

For Your Informotion
Defense Service Medal

ln the last issue of the
Veterans' Update the editor
informed you about the Korean

Sumter County
Congressperson White-Brown

I

received notification

this
veterans'
healthcare clinic in Sumter County
will be available and operational
earlier than previously expected

summer

that the

(within 3 months). The Villages has
agreed to donate an existing facility
for the clinic, eliminating the time it

would have taken to construct a

new

one.

This is fantastic news for
of atea veterans.
Because of the generous offer

thousands

made by the Villages in 2003, our
nation's heroes residing in Central

will now receive better
medical attention - and receive it
Florida

sooner.
The existing building that will
house the new clinic is at the corner
much

Defense Service Medal (KDSM), a
special

new award to give

recognition for the sacrifices and
contributions of those who have

served

or are serving in

the

Korea.
Republic of
He has received 167
applications for the medal, and the
Department of Defense has

indicated that the medals will be

available

for

distribution

in

the

coming months. ln order to send a

request for the KDSM, veterans
will need to provide a copy of their
DD-214 or other records showing
their Korean military service time.

Veterans must have served in
Korea for 30 consecutive days or
60 non-consecutive after July 28,
1954 to qualify for the KDSM. All
interested, eligible veterans
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should contact my office for
assistance in being honored with

this award for their service
bycalling toll free at 1-866-cWAITE-s.

Stress Disorder?
Posttraumatic Stress Disorder,
or PTSD, is a psychiatric disorder
that can occur following the
experience or witnessing of life-

threatening events

such

as

military combat, natural disasters,

terrorist incidents,

serious
accidents,
violent personal
assaults like rape. People who
suffer from PTSD often relive the
experience through nightmares
and flashbacks, have difficulty
sleeping, and feel detached or
estranged, and these symptoms
can be severe enough and last
long enough to significantly impair
the person's daily life.
PTSD
marked by clear
biological changes as well as
psychological symptoms. PTSD is

or

is

complicated by the fact that it
frequently occurs in conjunction
with related disorders such as

depression, substance abuse,

problems

of

memory

and

cognition, and other problems of

physical and mental health. The
disorder is also associated with
impairment of the person's ability
to function in social or family life,
including occupational instability,
marital problems and divorces,
family discord, and difficulties in
parenting.

The Department of Veterans
Affairs Medical Centers provides a
network

of more than

Readjustment Counseling Service.
Outpatient PTSD Programs
include three basic types of clinics in
which veterans meet with a PTSD
specialist for regularly scheduled

appointments. PTSD Clinical Teams

(PCTs) provide group and one-to-

one evaluation, education,
counseling, and psychotherapy.

Use PTSD Teams
(SUPTs) offer outpatient education,
evaluation, and counseling for the
combined problems of PTSD and
substance abuse. Women's Stress
Substance

Disorder Treatment

Teams

(WSDTTs) provide women veterans

group and one-to-one evaluation,
counseling, and psychotherapy.
Day Hospital PTSD Programs

include two basic approaches to
providing a "therapeutic community."
Veterans with PTSD can attend
these community programs several
times weekly for social, recreational,
and vocational activities as well as
for counseling. Day Treatment PTSD

Units provide one-to-one

Treatment Programs in

case

management and counseling, group
therapy, education, and activities in
order to help clients live successfully

with PTSD. Treatment and
socialization activities are scheduled

for several hours each day during
the day and evening hours.
Residential (Lodger) PTSD Units

also offer

one-to-one

case

management and counseling, group
therapy, education, and activities for
several hours each day. While
enrolled in daytime and evening

the U.S.

100

specialized programs for veterans
with PTSD and works closely with
the Vet Centers operated by VA's
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PTSD treatment, lodger clients may
live temporarily in secure quarters
that do not have 24-hour nursing
supervision.
lnpatient
Programs
include four basic types of service
and are conducted while veterans
reside in hospital units that provide
24-hour nursing and psychiatric
For more information about
these treatment programs, including
locations and contact information,
go to the United States Department
of Veterans Affairs website. The

PTSD

care.

website provides a wide range of
information on veterans' benefits
and treatment facilities.

Normally I avoid discussing any
advice regarding buying or selling
of stock, but I felt this is important

enough to share and warn you
since this explosive situation might
prove to be yet another ENRON.
Please review any holdings you
might have in the following stocks:
American Can, lnterstate Water,
National Gas Company,
Northern Tissue Company.

I

advise you to

:

sit tight on your American Can,
hold your Water, and let go of
your Gas. You may be interested
to know that Northern Tissue
touched a new bottom today, and
millions were wiped clean! lt's a
tough market out there.Be careful

!

ENTERTAINMENT
After the Lone Ranger saved the
day and rode off into the sunset, the

grateful citizens would ask, "Who
was that masked man?" lnvariably,
someone would answer, "l don't
know, but he left this behind." "What
did he leave behind?

When the Beatles first came to

_show.

all

_.
Satchmo was America's
"ambassador of goodwill." Our
Get your kicks,

parents shared this great jazz
trumpet player with us. His name
was,

_.

$50."

The second boy says, "That's
nothing. My Dad scribbles a few
words on a piece of paper - he

calls

the U.S. in early 1964, we
watched them on the,

Three boys are in the school yard
bragging about their fathers The
first boy says, "My Dad scribbles a
few words on a piece of paper -he calls it a poem; they give him

it a

song; they give him

$100."

The third boy says, "l got you
both beat. My Dad scribbles a few
words on a piece of paper -- he
calls it a sermon, and it takes eight
people to collect all the money!"
NASA says it will take two weeks

to fix the software on the Mars
Rover. Actually, it should only take
3 minutes to fix. They've budgeted
the rest of the time for being on
hold with DellTechnical Support.
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Whether you have taken photos with

a digital camera or scanned your
prints, you will need to save the files

to your hard drive while you
prepare them for the Web or e-mail.

At this stage, you will not want
to lose any image quality, so use a
file format such as BMP or TIFF.
These formats do not compress the
image, so there is no loss of
quality. Most photo-editing and
graphics software can read BMPs
and TlFFs. lf you are scanning

Carl Cain
John Yohn
Donald Hathaway
Harold Sievers
Rod Layer
Gene LaJuenesse
Tony Falo
Carol Becker

01/05
01/05

ozt05
06/05
06/05

12t05
10/05
111O5

lf you name has disappeared

form the booster list,

it

is

time to renew, if you wish.

photos for the Web, set your scanner
to scan at 72 dp| unless you want to
enlarge the image. Anything larger

rl

is overkill.

{"{.K

11,

a

1

What is the Favorites option on
the Start menu for?
You can use the Favorites option
on the Start menu to quickly move to
files, programs, or Web sites. When
you bookmark a Web page in lnternet
Explorer, the bookmark is listed on
the Favorites menu. To add a file or

program

Charlie's Memorial Service

to the Favorites menu,

create a shortcut and then move the
shortcut to the Favorites menu.

The answers to the Trivia questions
will be in next issue. Stay tune.
Disclaimer-The K\ r'VA, Chapter 169, Lake
County Fl, publishes this newsletter as a service
to its members as well as a public information
source for Veterans affairs. The comments don't
necessarily reflect the views or the opinions of
the membership, the officers, board of directors,
or the state and national parent organization, nor
does mention of a product or organization imply

That's all folks...

endorsement.
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Park.
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ceremony at
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This newsletter is dedicated
to Chapter 169 members who
never

John "Jack"
Forton, Albert Eugene
Mulbarger, Howard Ness,

John Frank Nalenzy, Marvin
"Stonewall" Jackson, John

R Stewart, Ray

D.

Wilkinson,
Charles
Marcelle, Mascot - Sargent
General Elmo McArthur Sr.
Remember them this holiday
season.

- $200.00 was donated to the
Leesburg Senior Center for
letting us use their facilities at
no charge.

'/

Christmas Dinner

lnstallation of our officers will
be at the Christmas Party on
January 26th, 2oo5 at the

Golden Coral in Leesburg,
starting at 4:00 pm. lt will be
the same as last year, you

will pay at the door. Price will
be approximately $9.00 per

person. Hope

there.

Don
Lynch wrote an article for the
Veterans
regarding
illegal immigrants. For more
information check out For
Your lnformation
the
Newsletter. Thanks for the
information Don.

in

Seaaa,a Eierft?tgo, , ,,

forgotten.

-

Post

NEWS & EVEI{TS
Written By J. Klawunn

are gone, but are

lllegal lmmigranfs

to see you

'P Elections

-

Last change

for nominations. John Yohn

-

-

President, Charlie White 1't
Vice President, Paul Russell
2nd Vice President, Mary Lum
Secretary, Romeo

Caillouette

or Tom

Gavura,

Treasury.

like to submit an article to the
following
formats are required. Your
article must be submitted on a
3.5 floppy, CD-Rom or email it
to me. lf it is a newspaper
article, try to scan it and put it
on one of the above formats.

newsletter,

the

dues are due by January 31,
2005, don't forget to pay. lf
you like this newsletter and

would like to become a
booster, the cost is 10.00
dollars per year. Also if you
want to subscribe to the
newsletter it is 12.00 dollars
per year.

still pending before Congress as a
vehicle to vastly expand the H-1B
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high tech guest worker Program

Birthday Greetings

and the H-28 unskilled worker
program.

During the third quarter of
2004, high tech companies in the
United States laid-off workers in
record numbers. That did not stoP
them, however, from using every
single one of the 65,000 H-18
visas that became available on
October 1 - the start of the new
fiscal year - to employ foreign
guest workers. Meanwhile, as
workers in other sectors of the

Anthony Falo, Chester Frazier
Rod Layer. David Lucas
William Taylor, Thomas Thiel
Thomas Vierra, Ernest
Wigglesworth, Robert Young

economy struggle through

Iniured Reserve List
Art Dube

past four years, emPloyers are
demanding access to still more

For Your Information

unskilled workers.

"From President Bush

on

down, every politician in America
who ran for office in 2004 ran on
the promise of more jobs, better
wages and health care benefits for
an increasingly agitated American

Stop Stealth Foreign Workers
!ncrease

middle class," said Dan Stein,
president of FAIR. "No sooner

Submitted by Don Lynch

November 15,2004

With the Election Over, Congress
Aims to Reward Employers With

in Guest Worker
Program. Even as American high
lncreases

tech companies have

a

jobless recovery and adapt to jobs
that pay significantly less than the
jobs that have been lost over the

been

shedding jobs in record numbers,
and workers in other sectors of the

economy have seen their

real

wages declining, some in Congress
are preparing to use the lame duck
session to push through a massive
increase in the number of foreign

guest workers who may

be

admitted to the country. With the
elections behind them, there is an

effort underway to use

the

remaining appropriations measures

than the votes were counted, they

are poised to betray the voters
who elected them in order to PaY

off the

special interests who

financed their campaigns."

Since 2000, the actual number
of lT jobs in America has declined,

while

unemployment among

American lT workers in that sector

of the economy has more

than

tripled. Likewise, unemployment is

up across the economy,

while

millions of Americans who have
been lucky enough to find new
jobs are working for lower wages
and fewer benefits. What Possible
justification could there possibly

appropriations
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amendments

be for giving companies that are
laying off American workers and
cutting wages access to still more
foreign guest workers?" asked

bill free

of

to expand the H-1B

"high tech" and H-28 "seasonal"
guest worker programs.

Stein. "We have just gone through

an

interminable campaign in
which politicians of both parties
looked voters in the eye and told
them that they feel their pain. Yet

their first order

of

business
before the new Congress is even
sworn in is to rub salt in the
wounds and reward powerful

-

special interests with more guest
workers.

"Worse still, those pushing a
hike in the guest worker quota do
not even have the courage to do

so

openly," continued

Stein.

"lnstead of a straightfonrard bill to
increase guest worker visas, they

are attempting to hijack the

appropriations process needed to
keep the government operating to
sneak through an increase in the

dead of night. That way every
member of Congress can later

deny responsibility for shoving this
the
American middle class."

dagger into the heart

Gall Key Decision

of

Makers

RIGHT AWAY!

Your continued effort is needed to

help stop a sneaky end-oftheyear push for more foreign guest
workers. Earlier, we asked you to
contact your legislators to build
opposition to efforts to expand the
H-1B "high tech" and H-28
"seasonal" guest worker
programs. Now we ask you to
focus on Senate leadership and
key committee members. Help us
burn up their phone lines.
Call Senate Majority Leader
Bill Frist (R-TN) (202-224-3U4)
and urge him to keep the omnibus

The ball has dropped in Times
Square, Dick Clark has gone home
and a new year has begun. Time to

start keeping the resolutions so
carefully planned last year. Well,
except for the losing weight one
because, in my opinion, dieting on a
holiday is just wrong. So, how did all
the hoopla surrounding New Year's

Day begin? By all accounts, this
tradition of celebration is traced to

ancient Babylon, roughly

4,000

years ago. Originally observed in the

of the new
year was changed to Jan. 1 after the
Romans tinkered with the calendar.

spring, the beginning

It is unclear how resolutions began,
but we human beings seem to love

starting things at

the

a certain period
of time, such as the first of the
month. And how many of us have
commencement of

said, "l'll start [or quit] Monday."

KWVA Associations

Maine Legislative Officer Bill
Labombarde has a Bill in Maine
recognizing

all

recipients

of the

KDSM. His representive Dick Brown
of Beruvicke is writing the Bill.

There

is a new KVA New York

Recruiting Officer Lee Houser. Lee

Served
Army.

in

Korea in 65-66 in the

of our socrety, leam fie
"ln God We Trust" is our

part
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language!!

national motto. This is not some

ENTERTAINMENT

Christian right wing,

political

slogan. We adopted this motto

because Christian

lmmigrants, Not Americans must
Adapt
Submitted by Paul Russell

I am tired of this nation worrying

about whether we are offending
some individual or their culture.
Since the tenorist attacks on Sept.
'11, we have experienced a surge in

patriotism

by the

Americans.

However,

majority

the dust from

of

the

attacks had barely settled when the

F-

politically correct" crowd began
complaining about the possibility
that our patriotism was offend
others, I am not again immigration,
nor do I hold a grudge against
anyone w-ho is seeking a better life
by coming to America. Our
population is almost entirely
comprised of descendants of
immigrants. However, there are a
few things that those who have
recently come to our country and
apparently some born here, need to
understand.

The idea of America being

a

multicultural community has served
only to dilute our sovereignty and
our national identity^ As Americans
we have our own culture, our own
society, our own language and our
own lifestyle.

This culture has been developed

over centuries of struggles, trails,
and victories by millions of men and
women who have sought freedom;

we speak ENGLISH, not Spanish,

Arabic, Chinese,

Japanese,

Russian, or any other language.
Therefore, if you wish to become

men

and

women, on Christian principles,
founded this nation, and this is
clearly documented. lt is certainly
appropriate to display it on the
walls of our schools. lf God
offends you, then I suggest You
consider another part of the world
as your new home, because God
is part of our culture.

lf the Stars and Stripes offend
you, or you don't like Uncle Sam,
then you should seriously consider
a move to another part of the
planet.

We are happy with our culture
and have no desire to change, and

we really don't care how you

did

things where you came from. This
is OUR COUNTRY, our land and
our lifestyle.

Our First Amendment gives
every citizen the right to express
his opinion and we will allow you
every opportunity to do so. But,
once you are done complaining,
whining, and griping about our
flag, our pledge, our

national

motto, or our way of life, I highly
encourage you to take advantage

of one other great American

freedom. THE RIGHTTO LEAW.

HUMOR
The other day I mentioned to my
senior English class that President
Bush plans to announce a new
space initiative, part of which is
establishing a permanent manned
base on the moon. lmmediately
one ofthe students observed, "He
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probably wants to drillfor oilthere."

exacerbated the already tense
relationship between the services,
especially the newly created Air
Force.

Joan, the rather well-proportioned
Secretary, spent almost all of her
vacation sunbathing on the roof of her
hotel. She wore a bathing suit the first
day, but on the second, she decided
that no one could see her way uP
there, and she slipped out of it for an
overall tan. She'd hardly begun when
she heard someone running uP the
stairs; she was lying on her stomach,
so she just pulled a towel over her

Just prior to Korea, a multi-Year

debate raged about
construction

the

of the suPercarrier

United States, which was intended

to canier a long-range strategic
bomber. The Secretary of
Defense ultimately nixed

it.

lt

reemerged later as the Forrestal.

rear.

"Excuse me, miss," said the

flustered little assistant manager of
the hotel, out of breath from running

Triva Answers

up the stairs. "The Hilton doesn't mind

1. The Lone Ranger left behind
silver bullet.

your sunbathing on the roof, but we
would very much aPPreciate Your
wearing a bathing suit as You did
yesterday.'
'What difference does it make,"
Joan asked rather calmlY. "No one
can see me up here, and besides, I'm

a

2. The Ed Sullivan show.
3. Route 66

covered with a towel."

"lndeed," said the man, "but we
would prefer you didn't lie on the
dining room skylight."

Carl

Did vou Know -Prior to the Korean War, there was
considerable argument among U.S.
military forces over the importance of
naval forces, and sPecificallY the
necessity of aircraft carriers in light of

the atomic bomb. Though

and deliver

nuclear
long-range
that
felt
others
weapons,

bombers were the more aPProPriate
delivery mechanism. At the same

time, politics and turf

Cain

John Yohn
Donald Hathaway
Harold Sievers
Rod Layer

Gene

LaJuenesse

01/05
01/05
02105

06/05
06/05
12105

some

thought carriers could be equipped to

transport

Boosters

wars

Disclaimer-The IOWA, Chapter 169, Lake
County Fl, publishes this nerrsletter as a service
lo ils members as well as a public information
source for Veterans affairs. The commenls donl
necessarily reflect the views or the opinions of
lhe membership, the officers, board of directors'
or the slale and national parent organization, nor
does mention of a product or organizalion imply
endorsement.
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