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Annual Christmas Party “Best Ever” 

T hose were words I heard about our Dec. 17 Christmas Party again at the Mission Inn, and 

again held jointly with our South Lake partners in Chapter 188. Eighty members, guests, 

spouses and friends enjoyed the hospitality and the good food. There were 45 from 169, 30 from 

188 and five invited guests. We will try to show in pictures some of the party’s highlights. 

Membership 5 

Dept of Florida 5 

Funds and Fundraising 6 

Boosters 6 

Officers & Directors 6 

Residential Associations 7 

Sick Call 7 

Flags for Sale 7 

Color Guard needs you 7 

President’s Message 8 

Dues renewal 9 

Food and Clothing Drive 10 
Senior Center Map 10 

  

Veterans Mem Fountain Park 8 

Inside this issue: 

K yung J. Golden, right, 

emphatically express-

es, on behalf of her mother, 

gratitude to the Americans 

who served in Korea which 

enabled democracy to thrive 

in South Korea. She told of 

her memories as a 12-year 

old along with her mother 

trying to escape Seoul only 

to be thwarted by a de-

stroyed Han River Bridge. 

Her passionate presentation 

brought out more than one hankie. 

J oanna and Eddie Ko were our special invited 

guests, and we were most happy they were 

able to grace us with their presence! 

E ddie tells a moving story 

about an American GI, who 

60 years ago in Korea removed a 

tiny bell he found in a Korean 

Temple as a souvenir, only to be 

haunted for these 60 years at the 

realization that he took some-

thing sacred as a souvenir for 

himself. He sent it to Eddie ask-

ing Eddie to restore it to its prop-

er place in the Korean Temple on 

one of Eddies return visits to Ko-

rea. Eddie said “I cannot restore it to its proper place as that is in North 

Korea, and I cannot go there. But one day maybe I will be able to go there 

and then I will return it for him.” 
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 B ob McGinty did another great job as program moderator, and 

Carol Becker and he were co-chairs of the planning committee. 

Thanks Carol and Bob. 

Below is a general view I took of the party room. Most of the unoc-

cupied chairs are empty because their occupants are up getting an-

other plate of food. 

The two ladies in the lower left corner 

are Catherine Zurek, Medical Admin-

istrator Officer and Marilyn 

Kreitzinger, Medical Administrator 

Assistant of the Veterans Administra-

tion. So sorry to have not taken a bet-

ter photo of our VA guests. 

 

Left: Our Treasurer Ted Jansen 

outwardly exhibiting his 

“affection” for your president! At 

left is his wife Marilyn, and Vi and 

Dick Pfahler are on the right. All 

seem to be enjoying the moment! 

 

 

At left, Chapter 188 Commander, Maxine Parker, 

standing, chats with Roland Finch and Sherry 

Dunn (please accept my apologies if I read your 

name incorrectly from the photo of your name tag; 

it was a bit fuzzy). 

I have many photos of both Chapters that will not 

fit in the Schuttlebutt and am going to try to post 

them all on our web site: http://cid169.kwva.org 
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W e were very happy to have with us as visitors of the 

Chapter who were invited guests of Dwight and 

Kum Brown, four couples with strong associations with 

south Korea. At left are Dr. Holim and Mrs. Tai Kim, below 

them are 

Rev. Joseph 

and Mrs. 

Hanna Ryu, 

at right are 

Dr. Roy and 

Mrs. Kyung 

J. Golden, 

and below 

them are 

Dr. Dong N. 

and Mrs. 

Kae R. Kim.  

Holim Kim 

served with 

the U.S. 3rd 

Infantry Di-

vision, as 

did member 

Gene La-

Junesse. 

And of 

course you met Mrs. Golden on the front page. 

We thank them all for gracing us with their presence at our 

special party. 

Joining them at their table were Dwight and Kum Brown, 

whose photo appears at left. 

Photo at left is of 169 co-

Founder, Jackie Gleason, 

right, with Don Lynch. 

At right, 169 member Gene 

LaJunesse, right, awards 

David Tresemer, Ch. 188, 

the $68 fifty-fifty prize. 

Each chapter received $34.  



 

 

Page 4 
 

Vol. 13, No. 12 December 2010 The Schuttlebutt 

Don Lynch, left photo, 

and Dwight Brown, right 

photo, received special 

Certificates of Apprecia-

tion, for their outstand-

ing service to the Chapter 

in 2010. Joe Gruber, 

Awards Committee 

Chair, made both presen-

tations. Congratulations, 

Dwight and Don! 

And, that’s me at left, Tom Thiel, accepting the Chapter’s 

Eddie Ko award, as the member who, in the opinion of the 

Awards Committee, did the most to further Chapter 169 in 

2010, this despite my instructing the Committee at our Oc-

tober meeting to not so recognize me.  

But I truly do appreciate having been so recognized by my 

peers, and was especially thrilled to have had it presented to 

me by none other than the man for whom the award is 

named, Eddie Ko! Thank you Chapter 169! Thank you Ed-

die! 

Just so everybody knows, the Department of Florida no 

longer recognizes the Veteran of the Year.  

Eddie Ko brought with him five of the 60-year medallions provided by the 

South Korean Government at the COMMEMORATION BANQUET FOR 

THE 60th ANNIVERSARY OF THE KOREAN WAR, Tampa, FL October 9, 

2010. Pictured are Sam Cohen of Ch. 188 below left and Tony Falo, Ch. 169 

right. Unfortunately, my camera battery chose this moment to go dead, and 

I didn’t obtain photos of Roger Marquard accepting for Frank Silva, and of 

Gene LaJunesse and Dick Pfah-

ler of 169 receiving theirs. 

Sam and Frank were selected by 

Ch. 188, and I selected Tony, 

Gene and Dick on the basis of 

their not being at Tampa, and 

being the most senior member of the Chapter in attendance at the 

party. Eddie promises to do his best to obtain more so to the rest 

of our chapter, keep the faith. 
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In Memoriam of 

John A. Yohn  

Lillian L. Beyerly 

Bothell, WA 

$100.00 to the Chapter 

Council meeting, Saturday January 15, 2011, The Ocala Hilton 3600 SW 

36th Ave Ocala. There will be a New Officer Training Session from 10-11 

a.m. with the DoF Council meeting beginning after that.  

I would like all new officers to attend and send in your registration form 

now. The form is on the web site under Links and Dept of Florida. And I 

would welcome all members to attend as the DoF is an important leg in our 

Association. 

Department of Florida 

A t the end of 2010, our Association Membership 

database shows we have  57 Active and one Inac-

tive members (the latter’s dues are in arrears). 

As best I can determine, the same figure for the same 

time last December was 47.  I do not have the data for 

any previous times, sorry. 

I have compiled information about 

when our present members joined 

the Association, not necessarily the 

Chapter, in the table at the left. 

Thought you might be interested in 

that. We do not have specific dates 

for joining the chapter, but we do 

have relative dates in the Member 

ID number. 

The Chapter member with the ear-

liest date of joining the Association 

is Ted Morford, 8/1/1985, and that 

with the most recent is Gordon Tal-

bot, 12/6/2010. 

According to that information, we 

obtained 29 new members in the 

last two years, but I do not accept 

that as my records clearly show 23. 

I think the difference is that some former delinquent 

members renewed again in those two years and are 

shown as joining in those two years. 

Nevertheless, 23 new members in 2009-2010 is a ma-

jor accomplishment, and we are very pleased to have 

all 22 of you who are now on our roster (Billy Gaston, 

one of those 23 passed away early this year). 

Our goal was to complete this year with 60 members; 

we fell short two or three, depending upon whether 

our delinquent member and all the others of you re-

news, which we sincerely hope you see fit to do. 

It takes everyone to help build membership. Bob 

McGinty, Don Lynch, Don Van Beck, Harry Olson, 

and Jack Reynolds had a lot to do with our obtaining 

new members. Thank all of you! 

In addition, the increasing number of articles we have 

had in the media has also had, I believe, a significant 

impact. 

So, as we go forward into 2011, lets set a new goal of, 

say, 67 members by next December. And let’s contin-

ue our individual and collective efforts to achieve that. 

Personal invitations, group efforts such as the coffee 

klatches, press releases—all are needed to reach our 

goal. Why don’t you have and carry a Chapter Mem-

bership Brochure with you at all times. Lets see if we 

can place them maybe in Lake County Libraries and 

elsewhere. 

Everyone must be a salesperson—everyone 

must sell their Chapter! 

On Membership 

Yr Jn Assn No.
1985 1
1988 1
1992 1
1993 1
1994 1
1995 2
1997 1
1998 5
2000 3
2001 1
2002 1
2003 1
2004 1
2006 1
2007 2
2008 5
2009 13
2010 16

unknown 1
58
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Chapter Funds/Fund raising 

2010 Chapter Officers & Directors 
Officer LNAME FNAME Phone E-Mail
President Thiel Tom J (352) 357-3943 kwva169@gmail.com
VP 1st Gruber Joseph J (352) 750-0286 jlnancy@embarqmail.com 
VP 2nd White Charles W (352) 787-1885
Secretary Strasser John N (352) 253-1499 dot1jack@embarqmail.com
Treas Jansen Ted S (352) 787-7818 tedj29@aol.com
Chaplin Sievers Harold E (352) 753-4929 colsievers2@aol.com
Sgt @ Arms Pilarski Edward (352) 742-1997 edjpolo@embarqmail.com
Dir Van Beck Donald L (352) 343-1529 seafari.vb@juno.com
Dir Reynolds Jack D (352) 728-3928 mjreynolds1@comcast.net
Dir Gleason Martin J (352) 245-9691
Dir Pfahler Richard N (352) 787-4681 vpfahler@embarqmail.com
Dir McGinty Robert A (352) 742-1901 09.islefohr@embarqmail.com
IPP Canale Art (352) 750-2505 jcanale1@aol.com
Hist Becker Carol M (352) 394-5451 carolbecker@juno.com

Treasurer Jansen reported that as of the end of No-

vember we have the following funds: Checking: 

$3,015.46; Savings CD: $3,533; Of that reserved for 

Scholarship etc., approximately: $1,146. 

We are planning multiple Tell America/Fund Rais-

ing events perhaps in February 2011, possibly in-

cluding:  

 Charlie White at Publix at Palm Plaza 

 Dwight Brown again at Publix in The Villages 

 Gleason et al at Publix Bellevue 

 Thiel at Publix, Mount Dora. 

 Joe Gruber suggested one at the Walmart on 

west 466 near where he lives. If one can be ar-

ranged we will get the needed help.  

 

Bob Evans/Friendly’s fundraiser: Judy 

Christie has contacted Bob Evans about a fundraiser 

with their locations in Leesburg and the Villages. 

She had previously contacted Friendly’s in Eustis for 

the same question.  

We have deferred these until early 2011, But Judy 

asked that we begin by selecting a place and date 

and then make plans to proceed.  

All members will need to promote this event and ac-

tually come to the dinners. (We all especially thank 

Judy for her efforts with this!) 

Boosters 
LNAME FNAME BST10 BST11
Becker Carol M $15
Burke Arthur L $13
Canale Art $63 $63
Falo Anthony R $10
Houp James $10
LaJeunesse Eugene C $15
Lynch Donald J $120
McGinty Robert A $3
Morford Ted $100
Olson Harry $100
Pilarski Edward $13
Rodgers John R $13
Sell Warren J $38
Shumaker William D $3
Sievers Harold E $44 $3
Simunek William C $3
Strausbaugh Harvey E $8
Thiel Tom J $13
White Charles W $15
Gaston Mrs. Zillah $50
Yohn Mrs. Alta $500
SUM $1,046 $169

Officers for 2011-12.  
The following slate of officers was elected: President Tom Thiel, 1st 

Vice President Dwight Brown, 2nd Vice President Jack Reynolds, 

Secretary Charlie White, and Treasurer Joe Gruber. Bill Shumaker 

will serve as an assistant/alternate to both of these.  

As of the date of this newsletter, President Thiel has not developed a 

list of those he expects to appoint to the Board of Directors and to 

the various other positions and committees.   

In Memoriam of our Brothers 

who Departed in 2010 

Denny B. Young 

Billy C. Gaston 

John A. Yohn  
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You all recall that Jack Reynolds and Joe 
Lewis are giving membership their best 
shot; they have begun contacting mobile 
home residential associations to arrange for 
us to come to their recreation centers, and 
over coffee and donuts tell them about the 
Chapter and KWVA.  

Jack held his first meeting at his own com-
munity where the turnout was rather large, I 
think he said about 100.  He said he expects 
several to come to our meetings. 

Jack also made an appeal for assistance with 
this effort; for other teams to contact these 
communities in their areas.  

Dwight Brown offered to go to the Blue Parrot community 
near where he lives; I believe he has already done that. 

And Harry Olson is planning one at Holiday Travel Resort 
in Leesburg. He and I propose to send the following release 
to a couple of news outlets, and we also have prepared a post-
er. The press release will say:  

“If you have ever served with the military in Korea, you are 
cordially invited to a special function to be held on Thursday, 
Feb. 10, from 9:30-11:00 a.m., at the Activity Center, Holiday 
Travel Resort, CR33 — ½ mi W of U.S. 27, Leesburg. Korean 
Veterans of Lake County Chapter 169 officials will be present 
to describe what its 60 members do to promote Fellowship, 
Tell America about Korea, and its Color Guard, Youth Educa-
tion, Parades, Ceremonies and Social Programs. Free coffee 
and doughnuts will be served. For information: http://
cid169.kwva.org, or call Harry Olson 787-2563 or Tom Thiel 
357-3943.” 

Please help Jack and Joe on this effort to obtain new mem-
bers at mobile home parks. Contact  Jack at 630 Misti Dr, 
Leesburg, FL, 34788-2447, (352) 728-3928, jreyn-
olds1@comcast.net or to tthiel9@gmail.com 

RESIDENTIAL 
ASSOCIATIONS  

Sick Call  
We are aware of the following members 

who are ailing: 

 Don Good called me on 12/20 to tell 

me that he has  had some health set-

backs and does not believe he will be 

able to come to the meetings until at 

least April. Don indicated he will send 

in his Dues which are payable in Feb-

ruary. Thanks Don, and our best wish-

es for a complete recovery. 

 

If you know of anyone ill please inform: 

Chaplain Harold Sievers, 352-753-4929 

colsievers2@aol.com or Tom Thiel 357-

3943, kwva169@gmail.com 

Our Color Guard is our showcase; it is spe-

cial. But we have been one or more short 

on several occasions.  

We urgently need one or two new members 

Please give Charlie White a call at 787-

1885 if you might be interested in serving. 

Or call me, tjt  

Our Color Guard 
needs You! 

For Sale 

U.S. Flags—4x6 

Nylon—very good quality 

$23.00 see or call Thiel 



 

 

VETERANS MEMORIAL at  
FOUNTAIN PARK 

I f you have become a KWVA member after June 1, 2009, please 

send a copy of your DD-214, or equivalent documentation, to 

Don Van Beck, Veterans Memorial at Fountain Park, 411 Main 

Street, Leesburg, 34748. Be certain to mark on it that you are a 

member of KWVA Chapter 169 and to have it marked to the atten-

tion of Mr. Van Beck. 

Next Meeting  

Jan. 26. 

Installation of  
Officers 
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I’d like to express my appreciation 

for all your support during my first 

term as your President.  

Some times there were disappoint-

ments and challenges—and you 

stayed with me. Thank you for that! 

We didn’t achieve all our goals, but 

we sure made a lot of progress.  

I’m most pleased at our member-

ship results, which we discussed on 

page 5. According to Association 

records, Chapter 169 ranks 3rd 

among Florida Chapters at 57 

“Active Members.” Only Mid-

Florida Ch. 173 and Suncoast Ch. 

14 rank higher at 65 and 60 respec-

tively. So, if we achieve our goal of 

67 next year we should challenge 

these Chapters for the top spot. 

Our fund levels are good thanks to 

Charlie White, Jackie Gleason, 

Dwight Brown, Ted Jansen, and all 

the folks who either helped these 

leaders or who purchased comput-

er drawing tickets. 

And I am very pleased at reviving 

our Tell America program of mak-

ing especially young folks more 

aware of the Korean War, and its 

importance to their freedom. 

But all of these, and many of the 

other activities we have going can 

all be strengthened. Fortunately, 

we have active enthusiastic mem-

bers who are moving us forward. 

Lake County KWVA 169 can and 

will be better—I’m positive!   

Finally, I wish each of you a most 

Merry, Peaceful and safe Christmas 

and Holiday Season, and the best 

for 2011!   

Tom Thiel 

President’s Message 



 

 

KWVA CHAPTER 169 MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM  

NOT TO BE USED FOR NEW APPLICATIONSNOT TO BE USED FOR NEW APPLICATIONSNOT TO BE USED FOR NEW APPLICATIONS   
PLEASE PRINT ALL INFORMATION CLEARLY:  DATE: _____ /_____/ 2011 (2010) 

NAME:__________________________   Spouse Name:________________________ 

ADDRESS (if changed): __________________________ (APT/SUITE/LOT #__________ 

CITY: __________________________  STATE:___  ZIP:__________-_________ 

TELEPHONE: (____)__________________ Cell (____)__________________ 

email: ____________________@_______________     DOB:__________________ 

Chapter 169 Dues:   $10.00,  Amt Enclosed: $_________  Assoc. Number:______________ 

Dept. of FL Dues:        $2.00,  Amt Enclosed:$ _________ Requested of all Chapter Regular and Life Members 

Assoc. (Nat’l) Dues: $25.00, Amt Enclosed: $_________   

Chapter Boosters:                     Amt Enclosed:$_________     

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED:                       $_________   

Check_____ Cash_____                        Signature: _________________________________ 

I understand that by paying my Chapter dues I am entitled to participate in membership meetings and activities, receive the Schuttlebutt either by 

email or snail mail, vote, and serve as a chapter officer, director, committee or color guard member.  

Make Check Payable to: KWVA Chapter 169.   

Mail to: KWVA Chapter 169, P.O. Box 491428, Leesburg, FL 34849-1428. 

C hapter dues renewal dates now correspond with the 

Association renewal date. Members with one or more 

of these dues payable anytime from now until the end of 

FEBRUARY 2011 are shown at the right. 

Many of those listed with a 1/1/2011 due date are Associa-

tion Life Members, but Chapter dues are still payable on 

the date shown. The total amount is also shown. 

This is the only notice you will receive from the 

Chapter asking for your dues as we do not wish to incur 

the costs of separate mailings.  

Thank you for renewing promptly. Please use form below. 

Not going to renew? Call Thiel at 352-357-3943, by 12/31. 

Membership Dues Dates—
Chapter, Department & Assoc.  
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Member Dues Payable 
Dates through 2-28-2011 

** = DELINQUENT, PLEASE PAY NOW! 

*  = Due Now, Please Pay, Thank you. 

LNAME FNAME ASSOC C DUE DT AMT
** Burke Arthur L R040747 11/24/10 $37
** Wiggelsworth Ernest R041541 12/07/10 $37
** Corriveau Ben R040801 12/16/10 $37
* Hungerford William D LR24774 01/01/11 $12
* Laten Harold N. LR08406 01/01/11 $12
* McBroom John B LR34827 01/01/11 $12
* McGinty Robert A LR10362 01/01/11 $12
* McMahon Murray D R024785 01/01/11 $37
* Noder Guenther F R041624 01/05/11 $37

Dasilva Almar J R041705 02/04/11 $37
Reynolds Jack D R041706 02/04/11 $37
Back William E R024207 02/11/11 $37
Falo Anthony R R040925 02/11/11 $37
Good Donald N R040923 02/11/11 $37
Pilarski Edward R040924 02/11/11 $37



 

 

 

Korean Veterans Helping Veterans 

Please help us cut mailing costs and labor. Send an email to kwva169@Gmail.com  
if you have an email address, and are receiving this by US Mail. 

Schuttlebutt Deadline, Tuesday following Member Meeting. 

Leesburg Senior Center, 1211 Penn St 

Meet every fourth 

Wednesday at 

2:00 P.M. 

Canned Food & Clothing 

Bring to the next meeting. Clean & folded in bags. 

Dick Pfahler will accept and deliver your donations to 
the Leesburg Food Bank or other bona fide charity. 

Founded in 1998 by Martin “Jackie” Gleason and Joseph 
Turner (deceased), The KWVA of Lake County, Chapter 
169 strives to: 

 Promote recognition of the Korean War,  and its Veterans. 

 Educate the public, especially our youth, about the Korean 
War and the contributions and sacrifices of those who served 
in the war. Tell America! 

 Provide a venue for the fellowship and comradeship of all 
veterans who ever served in Korea! 

The Schuttlebutt 

Korean War Veterans of Lake         
     County FL, Chapter 169 

Tom J. Thiel, Pres & Editor 

P.O. Box 491428 

Leesburg, FL 34849-1428  

http://cid169.kwva.org 


