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Eddie Ko grew up in North Korea, which might make him an unlikely candidate to be delivering
peace medallions from the South Korean government to Florida’s largest chapter of Korean War veterans in
Leesburg.

That is, unless you know his story.

“I wasn’t patriotic by any means, it was just revenge against what they did to my parents,” Ko said.

Ko’s entire family was killed by the North Koreans for their Christian faith. He escaped to South Korea where he
happened to meet up with Lt. Eugene Clark as the U.S. Navy was preparing for one of the most pivotal points of
the war, the landing at Inchon.

Just 14 years old, Ko told the Lieutenant he’d find out how many enemies were there, and when high tide was to
invade.

Korean boy spy meets veterans more than 60 years
later

Eddie Ko speaks to Korean War veterans in Leesburg Wednesday. Ko became a spy for the US at the age of
14. On Wednesday, he delivered South Korean peace medals to the vets.
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“I had no problem getting in and out of there, because I act like a little kid talking to the North Koreans, which I
did in Inchon,” Ko said.

The U.S. enlisted him in the Marines as a counterintelligence spy, and he went on to warn the Americans of
many surprise attacks.

“I was the first one to tell Americans the Chinese were here and I was really lucky to find that out,” Ko said.

After the war ended, Ko moved to the U.S., became a citizen, joined the U.S. Army and now lives in Tampa.

The veterans presented him with a quilted American flag. He broke down tears, calling them the real heroes.

 “It’s just like meeting my family, my brothers, because I know so well what they did in Korea. It was such an
unfair fight, those Chinese and North Koreans were guerilla fighters,” he said.
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