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medals to local veterans
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Eddie Ko’s world dramatically changed the summer of
1950, when the North Korean Army invaded South
Korea and killed his Christian missionary parents and
thousands of other innocent civilians.

He became a 14-year-old orphan left to survive on his
own. Bitter over the senseless murder of his parents, Ko
joined the Student Volunteer Army, an anti-communist
group of “boy spies,” headed by a South Korean officer
with close ties to the U.S. military.

“I would tell them I was orphaned and hungry; this
would always catch them off guard,” Ko said
Wednesday, recalling his interactions with the enemy in
trying to learn the number of troops North Korea had o
n the island fortress outside the harbor of Inchon in
South Korea.

Ko recounted his experiences as a young spy to nearly
70 Korean War veterans and spouses gathered at the
Leesburg Senior Center for the monthly meeting of the
Chapter 169 of the Korean War and Service Veterans
of Lake County.

Ko recalled that as he gathered the enemy’s attention
and friendship in the fall of 1950, he learned that the
North Koreans had yet to set up their full defenses. He
passed on the intelligence to a South Korean officer
working for the Americans, and a few days later, Ko
witnessed more than 300 ships, boats and landing craft
unloading an assault force of several thousand troops
who took the unprepared enemy by surprise.
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Honor for deceased husband

Doreen Peever, left,  accepts an “Ambassador for Peace”
medallion and is thanked for the military service of her late
husband, James Peever. Eddie Ko, right, presented the medallion
on May 22 on behalf of his native South Korea. In the center is
Wally Jones, president of the Korean War Veterans of Lake
County, a group with 83 members.
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“I felt good to think that I had done my part,” Ko said.

He also did his part when he was outside a mountain
village near the Chosin Reservoir, where Ko learned
that there were more than 120,000 Chinese soldiers
waiting in ambush. He quickly alerted the Marines, and
the U.S. military’s surprise attack was carried out in
September of 1950, in the early days of the Korean
War.

Ko wanted his audience of Korean War veterans to
know they are his heroes. He praised them for their
service and credited them for the transformation of

South Korea.

“You are great American soldiers; you are the great G.I.s,” he said. “Because of you, we are strong.”

He awarded “Ambassador for Peace” medallions to the veterans and spouses of late Korean War servicemen on
behalf of the government of his native country.

“I want them to feel proud,” said Ko, who became an American citizen and now lives in Tampa. “They deserve
these medallions.”

The medallions were accompanied by certificates that stated:

“It is a great honor and pleasure to express the everlasting gratitude of the Republic of Korea and our people for
the service you and your countrymen have performed in restoring and preserving our freedom and democracy.
We cherish in our hearts the memory of your boundless sacrifices in helping is reestablish our Free Nation.”

“It’s a big honor, especially coming from him,” Korean War veteran Bill  Shumake, of Leesburg, said of receiving
the medallion.

Doreen Peever and Carol Becker were among the widows who accepted the medallions in memory of their late
husbands who served in the Korean War.

“This is an honor and it’s a emotional day. I admire him,” Peever said, marveling how Ko has made it his mission
to present the medallion to hundreds of Korean War veterans.

Posted in News on Friday, May 24, 2013 9:00 am. Updated: 10:26 am.

Rules of Conduct

Keep it Clean. Be Nice.

More Local Businesses

More Special Sections

Yes. The president was derelict then lied about what

happened.

Yes. But the administration is finally releasing

information.

http://facebook.com/daily.commercial

http://dailycommercialonline.com/servicedirectory/servicedirectory.pdf
http://directory.dailycommercial.com/fruitland-park-fl/restaurants/american-food/mr-ps-speakeasy-352-460-0068
http://edition.pagesuite-professional.co.uk/digitaleditions.aspx?tab=0&pid=ba6011b2-40e6-44a5-b2d6-7b75fea50ffb
http://www.dailycommercial.com/news/poll_1bb041ab-2cde-5a7b-b1d4-3d441775f402.html
http://www.dailycommercial.com/news/poll_1bb041ab-2cde-5a7b-b1d4-3d441775f402.html
http://directory.dailycommercial.com/fruitland-park-fl/restaurants/american-food/mr-ps-speakeasy-352-460-0068
http://www.dailycommercial.com/connect_with_us
http://facebook.com/daily.commercial
https://twitter.com/dailycommercial
https://twitter.com/dailycommercial
http://www.linkedin.com/company/daily-commercial
http://www.linkedin.com/company/daily-commercial
http://www.gplus.to/dailycommercial
http://www.gplus.to/dailycommercial
http://www.youtube.com/dailycommercial
http://www.youtube.com/dailycommercial
http://edition.pagesuite-professional.co.uk/digitaleditions.aspx?tab=0&pid=8fdeb1a8-859a-4958-ab47-c69dcfaf87eb
http://www.dailycommercial.com/news/article_5d3a9e3e-013b-5ae1-bf65-7daae6ec95d5.html
http://www.dailycommercial.com/news/article_cc8a8b30-acd1-5f6f-b31d-9b826283b456.html
http://www.dailycommercial.com/news/article_eb7ef64c-f11c-578f-9857-1bddeaa76f22.html
http://www.dailycommercial.com/news/article_035f305e-347c-5470-927c-762bde31a599.html
http://www.dailycommercial.com/news/article_631c266d-93e4-5437-8022-496ba704477f.html
http://www.dailycommercial.com/news/article_f8a3a282-4c69-5665-bb64-41e572246557.html
http://www.dailycommercial.com/voices/article_4a70bfe3-ea66-531f-98f9-ebea1d11c00e.html
http://www.dailycommercial.com/news/article_e5c01e21-b480-572d-9a1d-8e5b1ba81e00.html
http://www.dailycommercial.com/news/article_3d3a0a8c-693f-5fe6-a0cb-153a15eb8f54.html
http://www.dailycommercial.com/news
http://www.dailycommercial.com/news/article_181d7547-e852-5808-97f0-d2a31e47143c.html?mode=print
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CgIaMCHyfUbvAIMXP0AGtg4GQBtaRo7sDrq-bxFe_4R4QASD6zrIbUIeHmB5gyY63h9yj3BCgAeLKu-0DyAECqAMByAPRBKoEuAFP0DQ510aNZxdG9CNvMl8n5usExpl82a2TBPw99B0tr-jtelR89IlfXysCNS64FMbP98v0CpPNpjNzCm1DhY4Oy5dc77zibvuwtFA5cjAB9aLBFoBKxbFRy69UkEcAnr8SYA_QKHHELJCH48d4QJgJ0-40dqhijYQrfdJk90KaInm6doXXRnvNqKENh2_YVy1dw-RlGyCaqQBRgMtg4kPxcsnT92k4TaYc7-FjpK6qemRR6JEGAfCIiAYBoAYCgAeGtcQS&num=1&cid=5Ggjs56o-qbIw_gkz4Gu9rSd&sig=AOD64_04l8qbbI9D3JUcPdestCzh4o6_VA&client=ca-pub-8674865371942812&adurl=http://orlando.belhaven.edu%3Fmkwid%3DcGJ0rhHdi%26crid%3D23415352518%26mp_kw%3D%26mp_mt%3D
http://directory.dailycommercial.com/
http://directory.dailycommercial.com/
http://edition.pagesuite-professional.co.uk/digitaleditions.aspx?tab=0&pid=8fdeb1a8-859a-4958-ab47-c69dcfaf87eb
http://edition.pagesuite-professional.co.uk/digitaleditions.aspx?tab=0&pid=8fdeb1a8-859a-4958-ab47-c69dcfaf87eb

	dailycommercial.com
	Boy spy in Korean War awards medals to local veterans - Daily Commercial: News


	dmMC1kMmEzMWU0NzE0M2MuaHRtbAA=: 
	form3: 
	q: 
	input9: 


	dmMC1kMmEzMWU0NzE0M2MuaHRtbAA=: 
	form1: 
	answer: Off




